Alla "Lucy" Rafsky Ruben
July 28, 1916 - April 19, 2009

Alla “Lucy” Rafsky Ruben, 92, of West Bloomfield, MI, passed away Sunday, April 19th in
Michigan.
Graveside services will be held at noon Thursday, April 23, at Mount Carmel Cemetery.
The family suggests contributions to Hadassah or a charity of one’s choice.
Mrs. Ruben was born in Irkutsk, Russia and immigrated to Kansas City via China in 1937.
She lived in Kansas City until 1987. While in Kansas City, she was an active member of
BIAV, Beth Shalom and Kehilath Israel, where she was past president of the Sisterhood.
Mrs. Ruben was active in many Jewish organizations. She was a life member of
Hadassah, past president of Mizrachi Women’s Organization and active in Brandeis
University Women’s Committee.
Mrs. Ruben was a loving wife, mother, grandmother and great grandmother who always
made family her most important priority during her lifetime. She was responsible for
helping many members of her family immigrate to the United States.
She was preceded in death by her parents, Jacob and Bella Sarno and her husbands
Arthur Ritzler, Al Rafsky, William Clayman and Jack Ruben, her brother Isaac Sarno, her
sister, Riva Radvinsky, her son, Louis Rafsky and step-son Bernard Ruben.
Mrs. Ruben is survived by her sons and daughters-in-law, Errol and Marlene Rafsky of
Colorado, Carol Rafsky of St. Louis, Mark Rafsky of Michigan, Steve and Greta Rafsky of
Massachusetts; her step daughters Sandra Gasser and husband William Gasser, Phyllis
Kogan and husband Ronald Kogan and her step daughter in-law Charlotte Ruben. She is
also survived by seventeen grandchildren, twenty-two great grandchildren.

Comments

“

It was with great sadness that I read of Lucy's passing. Lucy's presence was a great
help in resettling the later arriving Russian cousins. Lucy was a fixture at our home
during her years here in Fort Lauderdale. Growing up with Errol made her a part of
the extended circle for so many years. Our thoughts are with the whole family. Elaine
and Alan Cohn

Alan Cohn - May 02, 2009 at 07:53 AM

“

Dear Family of Lucy:
I am so deeply sorry to learn of Lucy's passing. I worked with her in many facets at
K.I. synagogue and came to love her and respect her. She was a lady in every way,
and full of energy for many good organizations. She and Jack Ruben made a
wonderful couple and they were good to each other. May her memory always be for
a blessing. I know she will be missed. Sincerely,
Joyce Zeldin

Joyce Zeldin - April 23, 2009 at 10:48 AM

