Allan Edward Abrams
June 3, 1939 - October 2, 2009

Allan Abrams, 70, Prairie Village, KS passed away Friday, October 2, 2009 from injuries
sustained in an automobile accident. Funeral services will be 11:00am, Tuesday October
6th at The Louis Memorial Chapel, 6830 Troost Ave. Burial at Sheffield Cemetery. Kindly
omit flowers, the family suggests contributions to Brit Tzedek v’ Shalom (http://www.btvsha
lom.org), The American Jewish Committeen (http://www.ajc.org) or a charity of the donor’s
choice.
Allan was a native of Kansas City, KS. His career as a tax attorney, investment advisor an
d professional arbitrator/mediator took him to Washington, D.C., New York City and San Fr
ancisco, amongst other cities in the U.S. and Europe. He returned to the Kansas City area
in 1974.
Allan earned his Masters of Laws from New York University, and his Juris Doctorate from
The University of Missouri–Kansas City. He earned his Masters in International Relations f
rom Georgetown/American Universities and his Bachelors in History and Political Science
from the University of Michigan. He received post graduate training at Harvard University
and the University of California – Berkeley. He has lectured and published nationally, prim
arily on the Middle East peace process.
Allan spent much of his life in the non-profit sector, most recently as an active national boa
rd member of Brit Tzedek v’ Shalom, The Jewish Alliance for Justice and Peace, whose m
ission is to bring peace to Israel.
Earlier Allan served as National Trustee for the National Conference for Community and J
ustice (NCCJ), as a long-term member of its Kansas City chapter, as a chairperson of the
Christian-Jewish-Muslim Dialog Group of Greater Kansas City, principle advisor to Kansas
City’s Minority Museum, as president of the Kansas City chapter of the American Jewish C
ommittee (AJC), on its International Relations Commission in Washington, D.C. and as cofounder of the Greater Kansas City Diversity Coalition (KCDC).
Allan was an art collector and jazz aficionado and loved the theater.
He is survived by daughters: Ali Abrams, Lawrence, KS, Amy Abrams, Minneapolis, MN; s
ister: Anita Mandelbaum, Boulder, CO; special friend: Gail L. Geiger, Madison, WI and his
beloved dog Reggie.

Comments

“

Having gone to Sunday and Hebrew School with Alan, I knew him as a bright
articulate scholar and best of all, a warm and outgoing friend. We were a small class
of 4 and his impact upon the world was shaped in those years through the teachings
of Rabbi Miller. His efforts for ecumenical peace were a marvel for so many years.

Alan Cohn - October 17, 2009 at 04:27 PM

“

I would like to extend my deepest sympathy to Allan's family for their loss. I only
knew Alan the last several years through a mutual friend. I found him to be a very
sympathetic, caring and genuinely warm person.

Renee Reynolds - October 16, 2009 at 02:31 PM

“

Allan was a calm never ending voice for justice and compassion, always seeking
ideas on how we can meet the needs of all of the groups in a peaceful manner.
There will be peace some year in the Middle East because somewhere out there we
will find another crusader like Allan to make it happen.

Craig Lubow, Attorney - October 08, 2009 at 11:47 AM

“

Allan Abrams will be dearly missed. His leadership for peace and understanding is
well-known to the Kansas City community. His dependability, friendship and kindness
made him a close friend to my father and our family. My thoughts and prayers are
with Ali and Amy.

Fatimeh El-Sherif - October 08, 2009 at 06:48 AM

“

Dear Family,
Stan and I were so saddened to learn of the passing of Allan. I had known Allan
since highschool, and he had officed with Stan some years ago. He was a unique
and interesting individual who had given so much of himself to Jewish causes. He
certainly did his part for Tikum Olam. He will be missed and, Stan and I extend our
sincere sympathies to the entire family. May his memory always be for a blessing.
Joyce and Stan Zeldin

Joyce Zeldin - October 07, 2009 at 09:48 PM

“

My father was not only a role model in his hope for peace and all that he worked for,
but he was also a wonderful father. He was very caring and was always there to
listen to me when I needed it. I miss him so much and will forever.
Thank you everyone who has posted here. It means so much to me.

Ali Abrams - October 07, 2009 at 03:01 PM

“

A good man. A life well led. We will miss you.

gary northcott - October 06, 2009 at 06:25 PM

“

i will miss Allan for his helpful contrbution over the last 20 yrs . and as a dear friend
.May he rest in peace

Milton Jeffrey - October 06, 2009 at 12:04 PM

“

My sincere sympathy to Allan's family; to Gail and all our Classmate's of 57...who
knew a true friend whose many accomplishments here on earth will provide a
mansion in HEAVEN for him
throughout eternity.
remembering Allan,
Dee Ann Foley Doxsee

Dee Ann Foley Doxsee - October 06, 2009 at 11:15 AM

“

I met Allan through Dr. David Sapiro (Doc) and served with him on the board of the
Minority Museum/Diversity Coalition. Allan was a very caring individual.

Willie Chambers - October 06, 2009 at 11:00 AM

“

I met Allan through the early days of the Minority Museum/Diversity Coalition. His
deep and eager desire to understand in order to find common ground brought grace,
passion and humor to a diverse group of individuals. I am grateful for having known
him.
Fifi Wiedeman

Fifi Wiedeman - October 06, 2009 at 10:17 AM

“

I always admired Allan's calm demeanor at Diversity Coalition meetings as he voiced
his peace-loving views. His untimely passing is a great loss because he was so
deeply devoted to peace, understanding, and compassion toward our fellow human
beings.

Elsje Smit - October 06, 2009 at 09:34 AM

“

I knew Allan for several years since we were together in Christian-Jewish-Muslim
Dialogue Group of Greater Kansas City. We admire Allan's efforts and contributions
towards the diversity, interfaith understanding and the Middle East peace.

Zulfiqar Malik, Heartland Muslim Council - October 05, 2009 at 11:40 PM

“

Allan was a good friend over many years. I think we first met in the 8th grade when
he crashed my birthday party. (I crashed his party too and then we crashed other
parties together). We we were friends in Kansas City, roommates in Washington D.C.
and San Francisco. We had many good times together and lots of laughs. I'm going
to miss him.

Marv Brenner - October 05, 2009 at 07:12 PM

“

I was sad to read that Mr. Abrams died. He was such a kind man who saw good and
worthiness in all people. I met him at the Sabeel Conference in 2006 and at peace
rallies. We need tolerant and fair-minded people more than ever. Thank you for such
a man. Elizabeth Smith

elizabeth smith - October 05, 2009 at 07:01 PM

“

Mr. Abrams was highly respected for his dedication to peace, justice, and dialog. His
presence in our community will be deeply missed. He and his family are in my
prayers.

Barbara McAtee - October 05, 2009 at 04:30 PM

“

We will miss not only Allan's tireless work for peace in Isreal but also his enthusiasm
for the arts. A dear friend gone too soon.

Nancy Kent - October 05, 2009 at 01:50 PM

“

I didn't have the pleasure of meeting Allan face to face. Allan was the person behind
bringing my to Kansas City to speak about Israeli-Palestinian peace. Through our
email contacts I found Allan to be dedicated and determined. A true friend of Israel
and the Jewish people and a force for peace within the Jewish community of Kansas
City. This is a tragic loss, one that I am all too familiar with. I lost my Mom about 18
months ago in a car crash. I mourn the loss of Allan and cry about the waste of such
a good soul. My deepest condolences to Allan's family and friends. I am grateful for
the opportunity to come to Kansas City and my talk there will be a good way to honor
Allan's memory. Rest in Peace Allan.

Gershon Baskin - October 05, 2009 at 11:08 AM

“

Allan represented the finest in his faith community and always strove to maturely and
compassionately put forward his commitment to Israel. We shall miss his dedication
and pray that his vision for Peace may indeed blossom from his untiring efforts.

Dick Phalen - October 05, 2009 at 08:11 AM

“

Dear Ali , Amy and Anita
What a tragic moment.
I deeply regret the lose of Allan . He was individual that was active in the community
and will be missed by many.
My sincere condolences to all of you.
Larry and Randi Haith

Larry Haith - October 04, 2009 at 06:02 PM

“

Allan was a kind generous thoughtful man whose love of humanity and of peace
guided his life. I wish there were more people like him. I will miss him.

Ira Harritt - October 04, 2009 at 12:55 PM

“

We knew Allan only through Michael Zedek's mentioning his accomplishments on
Religion on the Line.

Ron and Deb Defenbaugh - October 04, 2009 at 10:12 AM

“

he made a difference in many lives. including mine.
Rabbi Michael Zedek
Emanuel Congregation
Chciago, IL

rabbi michael zedek - October 04, 2009 at 08:04 AM

