ANN BENJAMIN KANDER
November 1, 1926 - January 26, 2016

Ann Benjamin Kander passed away January 26th, at the age of 89. While her death was
not exactly unexpected, it is a shock to imagine life without her heart, her courage, the
love of her life-long friends, and her joyful pride in family. Although her physical health was
ever more challenging the last several years, her determination to make the best of it, and
her never-ceasing wish to give back more than she received, only grew.
Ann was born in Kansas City in 1926, to Alfred And Dorothy Benjamin, the first of two
daughters. Both Ann, and her loving sister, Trudy Ziegler, who predeceased her, were
infused with the legacy of generations of public service with which the Kansas City
community has come to know the Benjamin family. She was a graduate of Sunset Hill
School, and a music major at Smith College. When her children had grown, she earned a
masters degree in English Literature at UMKC, the better to express her belief that truth
and beauty, and the gifts of their expression, are what encourage us to lead, and share,
our best lives.
Ann is survived by her loving and devoted husband of 67 years Edward, brother-in-law
John (Albert), and three children, John (Marcia), Steve (Janet) and Susan (Warren), each
of whose love and respect she earned and returned every day. Her six grandsons, Jason
(Diana), James (Sharen), Sam (Shannon), Jeff (Sasha), Jacob and William and,
especially, her two great-grandsons True and Oliver, will always wish they had more time
with her. She also leaves dear friends and care-givers, Margaret Grayson and Estralita
Albot, who enriched her later years immeasurably.
Her influence and passion for excellence spread far beyond her loved ones. She
exemplified a generation of full-time volunteers who contributed their time, ideas and
money to life-enriching endeavors that are all too often the collateral damage of official
priorities and never-ending culture wars. For decades, she helped and encouraged her
fellow Kansas Citians, especially children, to discover and value the wonderful music,
theater and creative arts she enjoyed and respected so much. She was, as well, a mentor
to so many who wished to devote their careers to the performing arts.

She was either a founder, benefactor and/or creative force behind a great many of this
community’s cultural organizations, including UMKC’s Cockefair Chair, Women’s Council,
and Conservatory of Music. She was, for over 50 years, a member of the National Jewish
Women’s Council Study Group, from where so many of her deepest friendships grew.
She created and oversaw Project Intrigue, which designed and taught music appreciation
classes to Kansas City’s elementary school students to prepare them for The Kansas City
Philharmonic’s Young People’s Concerts. For these and other civic endeavors, she was
an early recipient of The Trudy Award, from Young Audiences, for her unique contribution
to spreading the joy of music to public school children. She was also a founding force, and
long-time board member, of The Coterie Children’s Theater, one of the city’s, and the
nation’s, artistic treasures.
On all scores, she simply lead by example, leaving a legacy of generosity, determination
and respect for others that inspires all who were fortunate to know and love her every day.
She enriched our lives immeasurably, making us better people than we might otherwise
have been.
The family suggests donations in Ann’s honor to the ALS Foundation For Life, The Coterie
Theater, or a charity of choice. A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date to be
announced.
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EA

I was so sorry to read of Ann's death. I got to know here when she taught a class
at the Plaza library,about the play The Visit, by Durrenmatt. The Kansas City
Repertory Theatre performed the play; the year was approximately 1972. She
was an excellent teacher. I also saw her and Ed at cultural events, like the
Kansas City Symphony. My husband, Bradley, also enjoyed talking with her; he
died in June 2016. All my sympathy to the family.
Elizabeth Appelbaum - October 16, 2016 at 05:38 PM

JY

My memories of Ann go way back, to the 1960's when Susan was young enough
to need a sitter. Maybe it was Ann's ability to see and nurture the creative spark in
young people that made my heart sing in her presence even then. Still, I had no
idea that she would become one of the truest and most generous mentors I have
every known. I will never forget the respect and encouragement she extended to
me when I went to work for Young Audiences, and especially in the early days
when Vicky Lee and I were starting The Coterie. I was young and raw and
artistically passionate, with no clue of what I was getting myself into. Ann was
steady and wise and equally passionate about the ways in which we were striving
to transform theater for children. She was more than a great and supportive
Board member. She treated me as an equal. Being in Ann's presence was
magical and empowering. With her at my side I could believe that all I dreamed
was, in fact, possible. In the beginning she was who I wanted to be when I grew
up. Even better, she helped me become who I am. She has my eternal thanks
and love.
Judith Yeckel
Judith Yeckel - February 03, 2016 at 11:33 AM

CS

John Kander,
My deepest sympathy goes out to you and your family with
the loss of your Mother.
My husband Glenn and I recently sold our dental practice
and home in California, Mo. and moved back to Kansas
City to my family home in Brookside.
As a child going to Nelson with you, we played football in the park behind your
Crestwood family home. Your mother invited me into your family home checking
to make sure I was happy and doing well in school. She was truly a caring
talented woman whom I was fortunate to know.
Sincerely,
Carolyn Hansen Stenquist
Carolyn Hansen Stenquist - February 01, 2016 at 02:42 PM

RW

Dear Ed and the Kander Family,
I was deeply saddened to learn of Ann's passing. She was a beautiful person
whose support of the arts in Kansas City and of our English Department was
unstinting. We are proud to recognize her as one of our outstanding graduates,
and I'm particularly happy to acknowledge her as one of my former--and better-students. May the burden of your grief be lightened by the memory of Ann's many
gifts.
Bob Willson
robert willson - February 01, 2016 at 09:16 AM

DB

Ann had so many interests but the one we shared was love for our flower
gardens. She would invite me over to enjoy a certain flower at its peak even on
the hottest day and to discuss what she was currently using to keep out the
rabbits. She planted, coaxed, and shared bouquets of her bounty. The last time
we were together in their apartment she was admiring a flowering plant that
someone had sent. Donna Brown
Donna J Brown - January 29, 2016 at 02:18 PM

AI

Ann was such a vibrant, intelligent woman. She was so proud of her family's
achievements, and she, herself, was such an accomplished woman. She and Eddie
were dear friends of my parents, Betty and Bob Slegman, and they shared many good
times together, whether it was planning a party, attending study group or playing a few
rounds of golf. Ann will be missed by many who loved and admired her.
Ann Slegman Isenberg - January 31, 2016 at 08:03 PM

CK

We were so sorry to read the sad news of Ann's passing. She certainly enriched our
lives, as she enriched the lives of so many others. It is difficult to imagine a cultural
event in the city where she was not present, or in which she was not passionately
interested or involved, including so many of the musical activities of which Tibor was a
part. We are grateful, too, to have enjoyed her (and Ed's) generous hospitality on
many occasions. She was a beautiful woman with a beautiful mind and spirit, and we
will cherish our memories of her. We know her memory will always be for a blessing,
and we send our deepest condolences to all the family. With love, Carla and Tibor
Klausner
Carla and Tiberius Klausner - February 01, 2016 at 03:29 PM

VW

I was shocked to read of Ann's death in Jason's Facebook post. Only the month before
we had exchanged cheerful emails, so, except for her mention of pain and lack of
mobility, I had no idea how ill she really was. I'm in Vermont; we've actually seen each
other extremely rarely since we graduated from Smith. My heartfelt sympathy to Eddie
and the family. I've contributed to Jason's campaign and hope for his success.
Virginia "Ginger" Walters
Virginia Walters - February 03, 2016 at 01:53 PM

