Ann Schifman
October 2, 1912 - January 22, 2014

Ann Schifman, 101, whose life was blessed with three happy marriages and the love of
countless friends and family members, passed away on January 22, 2014, at Village
Shalom. Funeral services will be at 10:00am Sunday, January 26, at The Louis Memorial
Chapel, 6830 Troost Avenue, with burial to follow at Mt. Carmel Cemetery. In lieu of
flowers, the family requests contributions to Kansas City Hospice and Palliative Care.
Anna Mendell was born on October 2, 1912, in St. Joseph, Missouri. She was the fourth
child of Isaac and Fanny Mendell, who ran a grocery store. She enjoyed a cheerful youth
and thanks to the family business, never went hungry. The closely knit Jewish community
in St. Joseph nurtured the young woman; more than 60 years after she moved away, she
continued to find new connections with the town. At Central High School, Anna was
popular and a good student. After graduating in 1930, she matriculated at St. Joseph
Junior College, where she trained to be a teacher. In 1938 she wed Harry Vegder, a fellow
St. Joseph native. A daughter, Judith Lynn, was born four years later. Mr. Vegder served in
World War II and died tragically in combat in 1944. Through the matchmaking efforts of
relatives, Ann (she had dropped the final vowel), was introduced to Louis Rabicoff, a St.
Joseph native who had moved to Kansas City, and the two were married in March of
1946. After the birth of their son, Richard Alan, in 1947, they migrated to the southwest
part of town, where their Jarboe Street home became a haven for family visitors and an
ever-widening circle of friends. Ann was active at her children's schools and at Beth
Shalom Synagogue, where she worked on the Book of Remembrance and other projects.
Mr. Rabicoff fell ill and became an invalid in 1959, and Ann provided constant and loving
care until his death in 1969. Ann later wed printing executive Meyer Schifman and once
again became the beloved matriarch of a large family. The two traveled worldwide,
achieving one of Ann's lifetime dreams. After Mr. Schifman died in 2003, Ann eventually
found a new home at the Village Shalom retirement community in Overland Park. There
she began or renewed numerous friendships. Ann Schifman constantly brought joy and
inspiration to everyone she met. She was a devoted wife, mother, and friend. No matter
what sorrow or adversity she experienced, she always kept smiling. Ann is survived by her
daughter and son-in-law, Judy and Joel Levitch, Kansas City, MO; her son and daughterin-law, Richard and Marla Rabicoff, Baltimore, MD; five grandchildren; and five great

grandchildren; and scores of nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her
three siblings.

Comments

“

A very special woman who will be missed by all whose lives she touched. One of the
few relatives that no one ever had anything negative to say about.

Cynthia Mendell - January 26, 2014 at 09:39 PM

“

I was so sorry to hear about your mom.
We are out of town and won't be back until February 10th. I'll call upon my return

Judy Hilvitz - January 25, 2014 at 07:33 AM

“

I remember Ann from earliest childhood,always hospitable and always with an open
door to our family.
We will always have a soft spot in our hearts for her and her children who were like
an extended part of our family.
Mary and I send our sincere condolence to Judy and Ricky.

Allan Simon - January 24, 2014 at 11:04 AM

“

Judy and Rickey, I don't have the words to describe the loss of your dear mother
Ann. The many memories of life in the late forties, all of the fifties, and into the
sixties, come rushing in, and the knowledge of the luck we experienced, in being
able to say she was a neighbor, and friend, is overwhelming. I will close with a quote
from Tuesdays with Morrie, The way to get meaning into your life is to devote
yourself to loving others, devote yourself to the community around you, and devote
yourself to something that gives you purpose and meaning. Ann was all of this.

Mr. amd Mrs. Herb Simon - January 24, 2014 at 03:40 AM

“

I will miss Ann's sweet face as I know my Aunt Ida Greenstein will . Ann always
asked about my
Grandchildren... What a dear woman she was. I am so sorry for your loss.

Marlene Fishmam - January 23, 2014 at 11:09 PM

“

Ann always had a smile for me whenever I would visit, which I often did with my
father when I came to visit in KC. I feel so lucky to have visited with Ann last Spring
when I returned. I so appreciated her inquisitiveness, her honest interest in others as
well as curiosity and perspective about world events. She was so interesting to talk
with. I will remember her smile and laugh...wishing only comfort and peace to the
family in your remembrance of a fine woman.

Carol Schifman - January 23, 2014 at 09:22 PM

“

We enjoyed visiting with great-grandma Ann when we got to visit Kansas City. She
always made us feel welcome. We will always remember her as a loving and lively
woman who lived well and long. We carry our fond memories of her with us.

Jeffrey and Tao Schifman - January 23, 2014 at 08:36 PM

“

Ann was a true lady. She always had a breautiful smile and so warm and friendly.
She will be sadly missed by many
marlene katz

marlene katz - January 23, 2014 at 07:16 PM

“

I met my dear friend Ann, many years ago through our mutual friend Sara Lerner. I
never met a more friendly,warm and lovely lady. I will miss her gentle manner and
warm smile. I truly loved her.

Janet L. Price - January 23, 2014 at 06:35 PM

“

Dear Judy and Family, Ann will always be one of my all time favorite people. She and
my mom(Rose)became fast friends at Village Shalom. When my mom became ill she
visited her daily, and she was only 100 at the time. She will be remembered as a
kind, caring and thoughtful woman. I'm sorry for your loss, Terri and Brian Jacobs

Terri Jacobs - January 23, 2014 at 06:01 PM

“

My condolences to Ann's loved ones. I always loved stopping to chat with Ann while
visiting my mom at Village Shalom. She always had a wave, a smile and a kind word
for my mom. Such a beautiful and kind woman.
With sympathy to her family and friends.

leslie robbins - January 23, 2014 at 05:31 PM

“

I have very fond memories of your mother and the wonderful times we spent in the
50's on the 7200 block of Jarboe. She was a wondeful and gracious woman and will
certainly be missed.

Elliott Goldstein - January 23, 2014 at 05:10 PM

