Avrom F. Jaben
March 21, 1932 - March 27, 2020

Sonny (Avrom) Jaben of Overland Park, Kansas, died at his home Friday, March 27, after
succumbing to cancer that he had valiantly been fighting for more than five years. He had
just celebrated his 88th birthday a week earlier.
A Kansas City native, Mr. Jaben was married to his best friend and soulmate, Lenora
Sandler Jaben, in 1958. They have two children, Marc, and Lauren Jaben (Peter
Williams), and three granddaughters, Lucy, Ellis and Ivy whom he adored. He also has
several nieces and nephews, including two nieces with whom he was especially close,
Rochelle Fishman Barash and Jan Jaben-Eilon.
Mr. Jaben was predeceased by his only sibling, Lawrence R. Jaben, who died just days
before Sonny’s 30th birthday. His father, Phillip Jaben, died six months to the day later. His
mother, Ruth Pesmen Jaben Moskovitz, died in 1976.
Family and heritage were important to Mr. Jaben. A kind and gentle man, he helped
organize large family reunions in Kansas City. He even reached out to a young Polish
woman born with the same last name from which the name Jaben was derived:
Grzebieniarz.
Friends were also a priority for Mr. Jaben, notably participating in a breakfast club with
several buddies over many years. They met in establishments such as Pumpernicks,
Harpo’s and Price Chopper. He played cards with the same “pals” for about 50 years and
remained friends with his fraternity brothers from high school and college. His sense of
humor was evident in the many Facebook postings he shared, including one of the latest:
“I hate it when people act all intellectual and talk about Mozart when they’ve never even
seen one of his paintings.”
Mr. Jaben loved classical music. His favorite piece was Frederic Chopin’s Waltz in C
Sharp Minor, Op. 64 No. 2.

Also blessed with an ear for languages, Mr. Jaben studied French at the University of
Oklahoma after graduating from Central High School. He attained the title of Master
Counselor in the Kansas City-based DeMolay International, a youth organization for young
men that strives to develop leadership skills and good moral character. He served in the
U.S. Army, spending time in Korea in the 1950s. After 42 years working at Zep
Manufacturing Co., Mr. Jaben retired in 2000.
Burial was Monday, March 30, at Blue Ridge Cemetery. Arrangements were handled by
The Louis Memorial Chapel. A memorial service will be held after the coronavirus
pandemic is over.

Cemetery
Kehilath Israel Blue Ridge Cemetery
1901 S. Blue Ridge Blvd.
Independence, MO,

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Lauren Jaben - April 30, 2020 at 08:10 PM

“

Lenora and Mark, Please accept my deepest condolences on Sonny's passing. I
always found him to be warm and friendly. May his life be for a blessing.
Cheryl Intrater

Cheryl Intrater - April 06, 2020 at 08:26 PM

“

Dear. Lenora,
Ann. Stern. and. I. want. to. express. our. deepest. sympathy. to. you.
Leonard. Glass

leonard. glass - April 02, 2020 at 04:41 PM

“

My wife Jennifer and I convey our sincere condolences to Lenora and to family
members of Sonny, one of my most endearing friends from college, a pledge mate at
OU. So many of our subsequent Pi Lambda Phi reunions were enhanced by his
presence.
Warmest wishes,
Al Alschuler

Al Alschuler - April 01, 2020 at 10:23 AM

“

Marvin and Carol Goldstein lit a candle in memory of Sonny Jaben

Marvin and Carol Goldstein - March 31, 2020 at 04:25 PM

“

Barbara And Skip Rein lit a candle in memory of Avrom F. Jaben

Barbara and Skip Rein - March 31, 2020 at 01:30 PM

“

I will always miss him, his humor, his warmth and his incredibly upbeat way of
looking at the world. That world lost a true mensch.
Thank you, Uncle Sonny, for being there for me!
Jan Jaben-Eilon

Jan Jaben-Eilon - March 30, 2020 at 03:19 PM

“

Norman and Clara Levine

norman and Clara Levine - March 30, 2020 at 01:14 PM

“

Lee Daniels lit a candle in memory of Avrom F. Jaben

Lee Daniels - March 29, 2020 at 11:32 AM

“

Seymour's first cousin, Sonny, was recently discharged from the army when he was
in our wedding in June 1956. We've been close virtually our whole lives and have
enjoyed Sonny's great humor, admired his facility with numerous languages,
bantered with him n over word games and I stopped lending him books when it would
be years before I got them back! (We joked about that) Seymour recalls family
seders when the two of them would look for unfinished glasses of wine they could
drink as they were pals being only a few months apart in age. We will miss him
always.

Felicia and Seymour Weiner - March 28, 2020 at 07:55 PM

“

I was SO hoping this wasn't Sonny, but when I got the e-mail fro B'Nai Jehuda I was
just CRUSHED. Lenora, I considered Sonny and you GOOD friends, and it was
always with great pleasure when I had long conversations with him at the JCC. I am
SO SORRY for your loss. I KNOW he will be in MY memory for the rest of my days,
as he WAS a blessing for me!! May Adonai comfort you in your loss. - Mike
Woolverton

Mike Woolverton - March 28, 2020 at 07:44 PM

“

Lanora we are so very sorry for your loss.
Sharon Levin and Sam Gottlueb

Sharon Levin - March 28, 2020 at 07:33 PM

“

Barbara And Skip Rein lit a candle in memory of Avrom F. Jaben

Barbara and Skip Rein - March 28, 2020 at 05:10 PM

“

So sorry to hear of the passing of Sonny. Our prayers and thoughts are with the
whole family.
Susan and Irwin Levine.

Irwin Levine - March 28, 2020 at 03:23 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear about Sonny. He was my Dads boss and now they are together
again. I’m sure my Stepmother Dolores will welcome him with open arms. I
considered him and Lenora as cousins. May his memory be for a blessing.

Leslee Price - March 28, 2020 at 02:44 PM

“

Irene Goodman lit a candle in memory of Avrom F. Jaben

Irene Goodman - March 28, 2020 at 01:59 PM

“

Irene Goodman lit a candle in memory of Avrom F. Jaben

irene Goodman - March 28, 2020 at 01:45 PM

“

We are so sorry for your loss. We loved Sonny and we will miss him.
Our hearts go out to you, Lenora and your family.
With love,
Alice and Tom Lewinsohn

Alice Lewinsohn - March 28, 2020 at 01:43 PM

“

Leonore and Family:
So sorry for the passing of Avrom . May hr rest in peace
Marlene Katz

marlene Katz - March 28, 2020 at 01:40 PM

“

Carole Bernard Ellis lit a candle in memory of Avrom F. Jaben

carole bernard ellis - March 28, 2020 at 01:11 PM

“
“

I wrote a note and am hoping it went thru..cecille silverman
cecille - March 30, 2020 at 02:18 PM

Sonny made me feel so welcome after we reconnected with my Jaben side of the family.
He was my father’s first cousin. Sonny and Lenora are kind, wonderful, warm people.
Sonny was funny. I remember how he kept “poking” me on Facebook. He was so cool. My
heart goes out to Lenora and Sonny’s whole family.
Lynne Jaben Bratcher and Mike Bratcher
Lynne Bratcher - April 02, 2020 at 04:32 AM

