Ben Hellman
November 6, 1922 - June 3, 2012

"Baker Ben" Hellman died June 3rd, 2012 at age 89. He was born November 6, 1922 to
Bertha (Tanhoff) and Morton Hellman. He attended Central High School and K.C. Junior
College before being called to the U.S. Army. Due to his aptitude with languages, he was
sent to the University of Chicago for a translation program in Latin, German, and
Esperanto (an artificial language developed for international use). He was then sent to
Normandy as a medic, helping set up the emergency triage and dispensary and later to
Walter Reed Hospital. After the Army, Ben earned a degree in journalism at University of
Missouri thanks to the G.I. Bill. A New Year’s Eve blind date led him to his wife of 63
years, Shirley (Lansky). Ben trained as a baker with Shirley’s father and worked in the
family business at Hyman’s Bakery, 5th & Minnesota in KCK. When Hyman retired, Ben
moved much of his bakery equipment to a shop in his home and continued baking for
friends, family, Congregation Beth Torah, and many arts organizations in Kansas City until
2007. Ben worked for many years as the head pastry chef at the Hotel Muehlebach in
Kansas City, baking beautiful event pastries for their famous clientele. Ben loved baking
and most family memories include a cinnamon babka, often shaped into letters
commemorating the event. He said baking was a joy as he got to both start and complete
the job, and someone got to enjoy his work every day. Ben enjoyed being a husband,
father, and grandfather, taking advantage of the wee hours of work to take time to enjoy
his family roles. He loved the Arts in Kansas City: The Kansas City Symphony, Kansas
City Repertory Theater, The Kansas City Ballet, Lyric Opera, Quality Hill Playhouse,
Chamber Music, Unicorn, Heartland Men’s Chorus, and the varied events at Yardley Hall.
He enjoyed watching new theaters begin and grow. He often spoke of "quality of life"
including appreciating classical music. He maintained his season tickets with the Kansas
City Symphony and attended with his daughter, Marcia. He was able to attend the opening
season at the Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts, the culmination of many years of
cooperation between the arts in the area. Several years ago, Ben was able to participate
in an Honor Flight to Washington, D.C., a one day whirlwind trip for veterans of World War
II to see their memorial. Ben was a hard worker, a soft and gentle man, and a wonderful
and supportive son, husband, brother, father, grandfather, uncle, and friend. He was quiet
and unassuming, happily deferring to others wants, needs, and requests and enjoying the

moment. His love of the English language often led him to correct grammar and
pronunciation errors, and he had an astonishing vocabulary which rolled off his tongue
with great humor. Ben leaves his wife, Shirley (Lansky); daughter Marcia Perkins (Chuck);
grandchildren Stephanie and Jeff; brother Lloyd (Judy); nephew and niece Rick (Teresa)
and Anne, and extended family and friends who gave him much joy. Ben and Shirley were
founding members of Congregation Beth Torah, and a memorial service was held there on
June 6th. While not a regular attendee of services, he lived his life as an honorable Jewish
man in his words, deeds, and values. See a play, listen to a concert, bake something for a
friend, and enjoy life as Baker Ben did. L'Chaim! In honor of his love of baking and feeding
those he loved, please consider a donation to Harvester's, 3801 Topping Ave., KCMO
64129. Donations can also be made to Honor Flight to allow waiting veterans this
experience, Heartland Honor Flight, PO Box 2125, Lee's Summit, MO 64063. Family
thanks go out to all of Ben's caregivers at The Atriums over the last five years. His life was
truly better because of each and every one of you.

Comments

“

Dear Lloyd, Although it has been a while since Carol or I have seen your brother, we
remember him well and extend our sincere condolences to you, to Judy and to his
family.
Carol and I also hope you are doing well after your hospital stay.

Carol and Leonard Glass - June 06, 2012 at 10:09 PM

“

While I only had the opportunity to know Ben for a very short time, as I visited him for
the JFS at the Atrium, I know that he was a very fine person, and will say a prayer for
him at services.

Herb Simon - June 06, 2012 at 10:11 AM

“

My condolences to Shirley and other family members. I have enjoyed working with
Ben at the Atriums. He was a true gentleman. Sincerely, Madeline Silver

Madeine Silver - June 05, 2012 at 11:51 PM

“

So sorry to learn of Ben's passing, I remember your family from years back at
Dorothy's Dance studio, & from my parents association with you (Helen & Maynard
Cohen). OUr condolences to your entire family

Gayle (Cohen) & David Shechter - June 04, 2012 at 11:17 AM

“

On behalf of all of us, our sincere condolences. Ben was a true gentleman. He will be
missed.

Atriums Assisted Living - June 04, 2012 at 10:25 AM

“

My heart is impecunious.
Condolences to Shirley, Marsha and Chuck and family.
He will be missed.

Jeff Tully - June 04, 2012 at 10:21 AM

“

I was one of those people who always stood in line to purchase Baker Ben's bobke
at Beth Torah for the BTTY fundraiser. He was such a mensch for doing that and you
could tell they were baked with love. Please accept my deepest sympathies.
Barbara bayer

Barbara Bayer - June 04, 2012 at 07:54 AM

“

TO Lloyd and all the family we send our
condolences on the loss of your brother
Ben. We hope the best of your memories
from his long life will be a comfort now.

Sylvia and Marshall LaVIne - June 03, 2012 at 05:36 PM

