Bernard "Barney" Barash
December 23, 1933 - May 14, 2020

Our Dad, Bernard “Barney” Barash, 86, of Overland Park, KS passed away on Thursday,
May 14, 2020. He was born December 23, 1933 to the late Rebecca and Louis Barash of
Kansas City, MO.
Dad worked hard his entire life and began his career as a young boy in the family food
business. Though his specialty was paper goods, he could pick good produce like none
other.
In recent years, Dad loved his job working at Costco. He was able to connect to the
community and made everyone feel special. He would check out the new merchandise
and make recommendations, always the consummate salesman. We would call him “The
Mayor” because he was recognized everywhere he went.
Dad loved people and would always say “everyone has a story.” He was a proud member
of the ROMEO’s and looked forward to these get-togethers with the “guys.”
Dad was remarkably determined and persevered despite many traumatic losses and
health challenges throughout his lifetime. His daughter Lisa died unexpectedly at a young
age and his wife Judy passed away soon after. He had strength and fortitude beyond
measure and always “put one foot in front of the other.”
Things we will miss…
His use of the Yiddish language; sometimes we would understand and sometimes not, but
just hearing him speak was a gift we appreciated. His sense of style was second-to-none;
from the shine on his shoes to the coordinating cap on his head, he always looked dapper
to the end. His soup always needed to be really hot, otherwise, he’d send it back, even at
home!
We will miss his daily check-ins and unconditional love most of all.
More than anything, Dad loved his family. He lit up when he talked about his

grandchildren, who so lovingly referred to him as “Bampa”…they are his proudest legacy.
In this crazy time of a Pandemic, when so many seniors feel alone, our family feels
blessed to have been able to be by Dad’s side till the very end. We held his hand as he
peacefully drifted away to his favorite Frank Sinatra song, “I did it my way.”

Our Dad was preceded in death by his wife Judy, daughter Lisa, brother Harold and sister
Sophie Matzdorff. He is survived by his children Andie and Cliff Neuman, Brian and
Rosemarie Barash, and grandchildren Jonathan, Danny and Lauren, and Joey Neuman;
Lauren, Lindsay, and Lexie Barash.
Special thanks to the wonderful care given by the staff at The University of Kansas Health
System and to Kansas City Hospice House.
Memorial donations may be made to JFS Food Pantry, Kansas City Hospice House or the
charity of one’s choice.
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Comments

“

Andie & Family, I was going through old Chronicles and saw that your dad passed
away in May. Apologies for this late note. Your dad was always friendly smiling when
we would see him, usually at Costco. May the wonderful memories you have with
him be a blessing to you and your family.
Sending hugs...
Adina & Norman

Adina E Glass - August 14, 2020 at 02:17 PM

“

MADELINE SILVER lit a candle in memory of Bernard "Barney" Barash

MADELINE SILVER - June 19, 2020 at 12:45 AM

“

When looking for a sr. home for my brother Jerry Rosenblum we saw friendly Barney
in
the reception room. My brother made the decision that if the Atriums was good enuf
for Barney who he knew way back in AZA it would be okay for him.
As you have been reading Barney will be greatly missed.
Barney's memory defintely serves as a blessing.
arlene shalinsky

Arlene Shalinsky - May 23, 2020 at 05:30 PM

“

As most anyone who is reading this knows that Barney was a larger than life
character! He was my customer, he was also my very good friend.
I can not even guess how many times we had a blow ups in his office at Lady
Baltimore; most evenings after our spat Barney would call me at home, check to see
how the family was doing, and I would finish our call and say am sorry too. He would
always bust out laughing, knowing there was nothing that could ever get in the way
of our friendship. I could never express my gratitude enough for the support he gave
me when I started my own business. I could not have done it without him. I was
fortunate enough to stay in touch with him over the years. He was tough, he was
kind, he was great at what he did, and he was legend, not only in the KC area but
around the country.
I miss our lunches and I will miss you my dear friend.
Mike Privitera

mike privitera - May 20, 2020 at 07:19 PM

“

I want to give my condolences to the family. Barney was a huge personality that I am
sure will be missed day to day.
He lives on in my life and others due to his passion in which I have shared
throughout my professional years. Barney used to stand 10 feet tall in his conviction
that my prices were too high often clearing the desk and exclaiming that the price I
had just quoted is "what the gentiles pay". There's not a buyer in the world that could
replace the heart that Barney put into his business and to his cohorts. While aligning
on professional goals Barney always shared his family joy and was interested in
mine. He was a very classy and lovely person that filled my early career with
challenge and support I will forever be thankful for!
Kelly Best

Kelly Best - May 19, 2020 at 01:28 PM

“

Our condolences to the Barash family. I met Barney in 1977 and remained friends
forever. He was one of the giants in the Foodservice and Paper / Disposables
industry in Kansas City. I'll never forget our trip to Green Bay to see the Chiefs beat
the Packers in 1989.
Barney was one of a kind and taught me so much over the years. I could never thank
him for all of the favors he did for me. I'm so glad I called him in April just to check in
and share "Jeopardy" conversations.
I can confirm he loved his soup more than hot!
G-d Bless Barney Barash.
John and Kathy O'Toole

JOHN O'Toole - May 19, 2020 at 01:02 PM

“

Dear Andie and Cliff and all of the familythe loss of someone as caring and loving and special as Barney was is a loss we all
share with your family. His genuine warmth and sweet sense of humor despite
challenges your family has faced has always stood out in our minds and heart. May
his memory be a blessing for you allwith love,
Mindy and Davey W

Mindy Wajcman - May 19, 2020 at 12:53 PM

“

Joey, your Grandfather sounds like a Great Man. I’m sure you’ll miss him. You have
my sympathies. Tommy Fagan

Tommy Fagan - May 19, 2020 at 05:47 AM

“

So sorry to hear the news. My heart and prayers go out to everyone in the family!
CarolAnn Pener Tutera

CarolAnn Pener Tutera - May 18, 2020 at 07:44 PM

“

Laticia Urton lit a candle in memory of Bernard "Barney" Barash

Laticia Urton - May 17, 2020 at 07:02 PM

“

We are so sad to hear about Barney's passing. May his memory be a blessing.
Love to the family.
Liz & Jerry Davidow

Liz Davidow - May 16, 2020 at 08:39 PM

“

Barney was always such an important person in my life. I met him when I was 16 and
he was 12 - going on 25! He was a brother to me from the start, always looking out
for me. Our bond was very strong. He was kind, considerate, and such a good soul. I
will miss him. Rest in peace, Barney. I love you.

Rosie Carr - May 16, 2020 at 08:37 PM

“

My love and condolences are with the family at this sad time. I grew up at the
Barash’s home off State Line. I loved being around “Barns”, hanging in the kitchen
eating Johnnie Mae’s peach cobbler right out of the dish, grabbing frozen cookie
dough out of the freezer with Andie that her Dad brought home from Isis Foods. I
have wonderful memories being in his home. May he Rest In Peace and much love.
Meredith Emas Apostolou

meredith apostolou - May 16, 2020 at 04:40 PM

“

It is so strange I was just wondering how he was doing last night. And yes, he was the best
paper buyer of all times !
Sorry for the loss guys.
Dean K
dean kopulos - May 17, 2020 at 10:16 AM

“

To the Barash Family,
Our thoughts and condolences are with you at this sad time. Barney was a family
man-- congenial and outgoing---always with a smile on his face. He will be missed by
all who knew him.
Sherry Seligson and Saul Gitomer

sherry seligson - May 16, 2020 at 01:14 PM

“

Alan Neuberger lit a candle in memory of Bernard "Barney" Barash

Alan Neuberger - May 16, 2020 at 11:09 AM

“

Marie And Phil Koffman lit a candle in memory of Bernard "Barney" Barash

marie and phil koffman - May 16, 2020 at 12:09 AM

“

Barney was my boss when I worked at Lady Baltimore Foods. He made me laugh
and cry, but all good tears. I learned some interesting words, needless to say. I
always knew that Barney had my back and that I had a friend for life. He was always
smiling and telling stories. Always happy. I thought of him often. So sorry to hear of
his passing.

Ronda Ostman - May 15, 2020 at 10:59 PM

“

We are so sorry for your loss.
Buddy and Sharon Levin

Sharon Levin - May 15, 2020 at 04:09 PM

“

Dear family,
Our sincere condolences. Barney was a man, loved by all.
We will L miss Barney.

Larry Haith - May 15, 2020 at 03:54 PM

“

Andrea and Family we are praying for you all during this time and know that you are in our
thoughts. Love you the Chavarria Family
Celia Chavarria - May 16, 2020 at 10:22 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear the passing of Barney. We will always cherish our childhood
memories of our families together. Love you all, Lisa and Greg Kurz

Lisa & Greg Kurz - May 15, 2020 at 02:28 PM

“

Ann Tannenbaum lit a candle in memory of Bernard "Barney" Barash

Ann Tannenbaum - May 15, 2020 at 01:18 PM

“

Walter Fink lit a candle in memory of Bernard "Barney" Barash

Walter Fink - May 15, 2020 at 11:41 AM

“

Dearest Lisa, Brian and the whole family. My history with Barney goes back to my
young life before he married my cousin, Judy. I loved his humor and his friendly
"know no strangers" attitude. There are many happy times that you should keep
uppermost in your minds- but most of all know how much he adored each of you.

Felicia and Seymour - May 15, 2020 at 11:39 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Barney's passing. What a wonderful man and working with him
was great. May Barney rest in peace.
Sandy Sherman

Sandy Sherman - May 15, 2020 at 10:33 AM

“

Barney was one of my favorite people to visit at the Atrium. Always upbeat, and had a
wonderful smile. Costco will never be the same.
Herbert - May 15, 2020 at 12:35 PM

“

Recently learned of Barney,s passing, I enjoyed the past few years sharing Some breakfast
and lunchS and doing business with him for over forty years. To my “cuz” Rest In Peace”.
Ed and Carol Lapin
edward lapin - May 19, 2020 at 11:07 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. My late husband worked for Barney as a salesman. May his memory
be a blessing.
Rita Myer - May 20, 2020 at 07:32 PM

“

To The Barash Family, Though it has been along time since Country Club neighborhood, I
really liked knowing your family. So sorry to learn of Barney passing away. He was a
blessing!
Take Care!
Sandie Pasik June 6, 2020
Sandie - June 06, 2020 at 05:21 PM

“

To the Barash family, I send my warmest condolences to you. Yes, your father and
grandfather was a good man. My very first date was with your Dad and he took me to the
Plaza III restaurant. I was 16 and very impressed. I used to play Pan with your Mom. So
many memories.
HANNA APPLE - June 15, 2020 at 10:48 AM

“

Barney was one of kind. After graduation from college I needed a job while looking for a
position. Barney hired me to work at Barneys Bargain City. When he asked me what
department I wanted to work in i said I really didn't care. So he put me in the gun and
ammo department. I knew nothing about guns, ammo or hunting but i did my best. Barney
would come by and ask how i was doing and then laugh. During that period the gun and
ammo department sold more product than ever before even though I knew nothing about
anything in the department When he would hear the hunters blowing on the duck calls he
knew it was coming from my area and he would come by and wave. It was a great
experience and Barney had a huge heart. My condolences to his family and friends.
Thanks Barney!

Joe Spector - June 17, 2020 at 12:45 PM

