Bronia Roslawowski
December 23, 1921 - July 14, 2010

Bronia Roslawowski, age 88, of Kansas City, died July 14, 2010, at Menorah Medical
Center. She was born in Turek, Poland, on December 23, 1921, to Hersh and Bluma
Kibel. As a child, she was educated at Beis Yaakov. During World War II, Bronia was
imprisoned in several Nazi concentration camps including Auschwitz. After being liberated
by the United States Army (for which she was always grateful to America), she worked
with the Army in displaced persons’ camps. In 1948, Bronia immigrated to the United
States. Not knowing where to settle, she asked where President Truman was from and
decided that if Missouri was a good place for the president’s family, it would be a good
place for hers. In her early years in Kansas City, she had many jobs including caring for
newborns at Baptist Hospital. She often worked three jobs to support her children. For
many years, she and her husband Mendel owned M & M Bakery where Bronia passed out
love and doughnuts to generations of children, and bread and sandwiches to their
families. She was proud of the success of all of those who worked with her, particularly
those who continued in the bakery business. Bronia frequently spoke to schools and
community groups about her experiences during the Holocaust, teaching messages of
love and justice. “I don’t hate the Nazis,” she would say, “so no one has the right to hate.”
She taught that she was saved by righteous Jews and non-Jews alike. “Look out for your
neighbor because, if you don’t, no one else will.” Bronia was unfailingly loving, and she
herself was loved by people from every part of the community. As she always said, “What
a baker puts into the oven, she takes out of the oven.” Bronia was predeceased by her
parents and all of her siblings, by her husband Mendel Roslawowski and her previous
husband Willie Jacks, and by a granddaughter, Lisa Beth Rosel. She is survived by her
children Beverly Jacks Sklover (Philip), Walter Rosel, Karen Lynn Rosel, Alice Jacks
Achtenberg (David), and Judy Jacks Berman (Steve); by her grandchildren Anne Rosel
French (Brian), David Julian Rosel, Joseph Michael Jacks Berman, Miriam Jacks
Achtenberg (Michael Morse), Alanna Michelle Jacks Sklover (Rebecca Kirzner), Jeffrey
Samuel Jacks Berman (Courtney), Samuel Jacks Sklover, Joseph Jacks Sklover, and
Rebecca Jacks Achtenberg; and great-grandchildren Brandon Tyler French and Alexis
Lisa French. Funeral services will be at 1:30 p.m. Friday, July 16, in the sanctuary of Beth
Shalom Synagogue, 95th and Wornall, Kansas City, Missouri. In lieu of flowers, the family

suggests donations to the Midwest Center for Holocaust Education, the Heritage Center of
the Jewish Community Center, or the Beth Shalom—Rose Family Early Childhood
Education Center. The family wishes to thank Bronia’s caregivers at Village Shalom,
Enhanced Home Care, and the doctors, nurses and staff of Menorah Medical Center.

Comments

“

Joyous human life!
The definition of yesA loud scream or song.
With love to all of you in memory of Bronia.
You are in our thoughtsSusan Cohen and family

Susan Murphy Cohen - August 04, 2010 at 09:06 PM

“

Bronia will live forever in the hearts and minds of those who were fortunate enough
to know her including the Margolis family, who admired and loved her very much.
May G_d bless Bronia and her family.

Michael T. Margolis, M.D. - August 04, 2010 at 01:14 AM

“

Dear Alice, Beverly, Judy and Walter,
It's hard to believe that the word only reached me today about your beloved Mother,
Bronia. There are so many wonderful memories of the time spent with Bronia and all
of you. She shared the most wonderful and difficult stories of her life. She was
always so loving and kind to my family. She was like no other and it is a very sad loss
for anyone that knew her. My thoughts are with you and please accept my deepest
sympathy.

Sherry Goldklang Blackman - July 28, 2010 at 05:51 PM

“

It's hard to imagine a Kansas City Jewish event without Bronia in attendance. I'm so
sorry for your loss, and ours.

Gerre Wade - July 28, 2010 at 04:02 PM

“

Just received my Chronicle today. Takes a few days to get it here in Texas. I will
always remember going with you Alice to the bakery at night and helping out. I
always loved your family. I was just shocked when i read the obituaries. I wanted to
extend my deepest sympathies to the whole family.

Linda Portnoy(Mayer) - July 27, 2010 at 12:18 AM

“

Walt & Karen. I have been out of town and just learned of Bronia's passing. I am so
sorry to hear that. What a great lady she was. I always enjoyed talking to her and her
experineces during the Holocaust. Pls know that my prayers and thought are with
you. Much Love Betty

Betty cunningham - July 25, 2010 at 04:16 PM

“

dear alice & judy, we're so sorry to hear about your mom. she was the sweetest,
warmest, lovable woman. she'll be missed by the kc community. may her memory be
a blessing.

jerri krinsky arlan & larry arlan - July 23, 2010 at 08:23 PM

“

To the family of Bronia Roslawowski,
When we read Bronia's obituary, we both smiled knowing that her last moments were
filled with music. Bronia brought music into our lives. She lived around the corner
from us for many years and we visited often. When our daughter Erica was born,
Bronia was invited to the baby naming. After the ceremony people milled around
talking while the food for brunch was placed on the table by good friends. All of a
sudden Bronia burst into song joyfully singing Siman Tov u Mazel Tov loudly and with
much celebration. We all joined in and talk about it still. We will miss Bronia's spirit
and her good heart.
Cheryl and Fred Grossman

Cheryl and Fred Grossman - July 20, 2010 at 07:37 PM

“

To BRONIA'S ENTIRE FAMILY I WAS SO SORRY TO LEARN OF BRONIA'S
DEATH PLEASE ACCEPT MY DEEPEST CONDOLANCES MY MEMORIES ARE
MANY MY FAVORITE WARMS MY HEART SHE ALWAYS HAD A SMILE ON HER
FACE AND ABIG HUG AND KISS MAY HER LOVE AND KINDESS WILL LIVE IN
YOUR HEARTS FOREVER
LOVE CORRINE

corrine gerson - July 20, 2010 at 02:20 PM

“

Dearest Judy and Alice, .What a loss to our community! Bronia always had a smile
for everyone and she shared her courageous story to many grateful listeners. She
will have a special place for me, as I had the pleasure of seeing her, many times,
enjoying her family and speaking with friends. best always, marlis

marlis grad - July 18, 2010 at 11:40 PM

“

Alice, David and family:
Our sincerest sympathy on the loss of your mother - a wonderful and inspirational
woman. The world is a better place because she was part of it, and her memory will
live on in the family she so lovingly raised.
The Suni's

Ellen Suni - July 18, 2010 at 05:35 PM

“

Dear Alice, Judy, beverly and Walter:
I am so sorry that I could not be with you at this saddest time of Bronia's passing.
You all had lost a most wonderful mother, and so did I. Bronia had always been a
part of my family over the years, and she will always be with us in our hearts and
soul. We feel so blessed and proud to have Bronia and all of you in our lives!
Love,
Yilin, Jin, David and Jimmy

Yilin Zhang - July 18, 2010 at 05:02 PM

“

Dear Judy, Alice, Beverly, and Walter,
We want to extend our condolances to your families. There's no one in the world like
Bronia and now there is a hole in everyone's hearts and lives that will never be filled.
We have many, many fond memories of your mother that will carry on for many
generations.

Dennis and Donna Katz - July 18, 2010 at 03:15 PM

“

Walter, I am very sad for your loss. You are in my thoughts and prayers.
Josh

Josh Garry - July 18, 2010 at 02:35 PM

“

Bob and I send our condolences and prayers. I loved Bronia's stories and smile she
gave me everytime I would see her in shul. We wish you all strength at this time. It's
never easy.

Judy and Bob Handleman - July 18, 2010 at 01:41 PM

“

I was only graced by her presence for a short time, but I will always remember her
and her family who so obviously loved her dearly. May God's grace bless you all...
Sara Shaver RN MMC

Sara Shaver - July 18, 2010 at 12:04 PM

“

so so sorry to hear about Bronia's death.
what a lovely kind lady she was and what a connection to my own history and my
father's family.
we shall miss you so much Bronia
Rest in peace.
Ann smith
moshe shubinsky

moshe shubinsky - July 17, 2010 at 04:13 PM

“

I was so saddened to learn of Bronia's passing. I taught her and your father English
in my apartment when they could not speak a word. We saw each other often for
many years at Beth shalom and she always introduced me as her teacher. I have
been gone for many years but always kept track of her and her spirit and drive that
were always with her. Her name will surly be as a blessing. (I am Michele and Harvey
Kaplan's Mother.} Pauline Hendel

Pauline Hendel - July 17, 2010 at 03:51 PM

“

Dear friends and family of Bronia,
We didn't see the paper in time to attend Bronia's memorial service, but just wanted
you to know that thru the years, we have always remembered the many trips we
made to the bakery for our supply of rolls for Joe's, at State Line. Then when we
established the BARN, we had our own bakery, and we missed our trips to "M&M" to
pick up
our order of rolls.
I especially remember Bronia offering me some "stinky cheese" while I waited for our
order to be packaged.
Somewhere, I have a picture of Tom, at 300 pounds, 6ft.3, dancing with Bronia at the
Adleman wedding.
If I find it, and you care for one, call me.
Sincerely,
Tom & Bettye Gault--Joe's BBQ and Joe's Barn.
phone:913-649-6389

Tom & Bettye Gault - July 17, 2010 at 01:25 PM

“

bronia lived her life as a living testament to judaism. she will always be remembered
as a positive influence on all the lives she touched. her wide circle of friends reveals
the kindness and goodness in her heart. her acts of loving kindness will never be
forgotten. love, milton and hillary muller and family

milton and hillary muller and family - July 17, 2010 at 09:43 AM

“

Bronia will remain an enduring memory of love, fairness, justice, forgiveness and
compassion for generations to come. Her children were fortunate to have her as a
mother, but so many of us throughout Kansas City also felt touched by her mother's
love as we all felt the strength of her soul. So many feel a tremendous loss at her
passing. Her memory is indeed a blessing.

Gary Blumenthal - July 17, 2010 at 07:39 AM

“

I first met Bronia when she contacted me because I carry the same family name as
her childhood friend who she had lost track of during the War. I was not related to her
friend’s family, but I gained a new friend that day. In a true sense of “babushka” she
shared her love, wisdom and witty sense of humor with everyone. I have never met a
person with such a zest for life like Bronia had. I will tell stories about her to my own
children. May her blessed memory live forever in the hearts of those who she
touched throughout her life.

Vlada Binshtok and family - July 17, 2010 at 12:48 AM

“

To Bronia's family
I extend my sincere condolences to all of you at this difficult time.
I am privliged to have met Bronia during my volunteering at Village Shalom. She was
a very warm person and I enjoyed listenig to stories of her life experiences.
I am lucky to have had her sign the book about her being a Holocaust Survivor to me
w/ a nice note and also to my grandaughter.
She will be missed.
Enid Mooney-----Village Shalom Volunteer

Enid Mooney - July 16, 2010 at 11:50 PM

“

Dear Bronia,
thank you for sharing your life with us, thank you for sharing your goodness with us,
thank you for sharing your stories with us...
a good and wonderful woman, tough as nails, and heart as big as the blue sky we
had today as we remembered this grand lady...I close my eyes and think of her and
all I see is that face lighting up with that smile...
Bronia ALWAYS asked "how are the girls?" and she truly meant it, she cared.
thank you Bronia for CARING
Love,
Leslie, Don, Baree, Gaelyn, and Abby ("the girls")

Leslie and Don - July 16, 2010 at 11:25 PM

“

Alice, I am so sorry about your mother, I didn't know about her passing away until I
heard it at Lillian's service today.

Donna (Becker) Kirschner - July 16, 2010 at 11:22 PM

“

Dear Alice, Judy,& Walter,
Robert and I want to express our sincere synpathy on the loss of your mother. She
was an extraordinary women who will be greatly missed.
Fondly, Janet and Robert Bloom

Janet and Robert Bloom - July 16, 2010 at 11:13 PM

“

Judy, Alice, Rebecca and of course all of Bronia’s family. We are so sorry for your
loss. I met your mother for the first time at the Zoglins when I first arrived in Kansas
City ten years ago. We saw each other on occasion at Beth Shalom, and the JCC
Center Stage and down at the Lyric Opera because of Rebecca and Sonia. Always
did Bronia make a point to sit and talk with me. We were blessed to have met her.
Much love and may your mourning be gentle, Nancy & Sonia Larbi

Nancy & Sonia Larbi - July 16, 2010 at 11:11 PM

“

JUDY DEAR AND OF COURSE ALL OF YOUR FAMILY. I AM SO SORRY FOR
YOUR LOSS AND WANT TO SEND YOU MY SINCERE CONDOLENCES.I DO
HOPE THAT SOON SO MANY FABULOUS MEMORIES WILL BRING SMILES
BACK TO YOU ALL.YOUR MOTHER WAS AN AMAZING WOMEN AND
RESPECTED BY HUNDREDS-----FONDLY,JODY WEINER

JODY WEINER - July 16, 2010 at 10:55 PM

“

Dear Judy,I was so saddened to hear of your mother's passing. My thoughts and
prayers are with you. Judy Moses Dubrov

Judy Moses Dubrov - July 16, 2010 at 06:49 PM

“

To Bronia's family: God love and bless you all and keep you in His arms at this time.
We got to know Bronia when Jim's mother lived at Shalom. Oh how we enjoyed her
spirit, such a wonderful woman...and oh how she could sing!! I can still hear it now.
She and mom are in heaven singing their hearts out.

Jim & Kathy Williams - July 16, 2010 at 05:50 PM

“

Alice,
How strange when something draws you to a name.I read the obituary notice and
wanted to express our condolences to you and your family in the passing of your
Mother. Now I know why you believed in your work. Remember, time heals all
wounds.

Bennie and Catherine Daugherty - July 16, 2010 at 04:50 PM

“

Alice,David and the rest of the family, We share our heartfelt condolences on the life
and loss of a remarkable woman. She always had a story and a hug..and her story
was pretty remarkable. You are her legacy to keep the story alive...may her memory
be for a blessing!
Annette and Hanorah

Annette Haynes and Hanorah Goldenberg - July 16, 2010 at 04:38 PM

“

My sincere sympathies to the Jacks family. We were so honored to meet your Mom
on our mutual cruise. She always had a smile and kind words for my daughter and I.
Your beautiful & loving family is a wonderful legacy that she leaves all of us. May
peace be with her.

Stefani Brancato - July 16, 2010 at 04:25 PM

“

To the family of Bronia,
Bronia was your loved one. She was our loved one as well. She remembered all who
entered M&M Bakery. I worked for her in 1976 and 1977. She taught me what Bagels
and lox were as well as how to stuff a jelly doughnut. She was the first lady I had
ever seen with a tattoo. I asked her why she had a tattoo. She told me that she
would tell me when I got older. What a story it was! I am grateful and honored to
have known such a woman. May her many memories that she created with you
resonate in her absence. She is forever in my heart.
iLey also known as Tootie

iLey L. Givens-Johnson - July 16, 2010 at 03:53 PM

“

Dear Alice and Judy,
I was so deeply saddened to hear of your beloved Mother's passing. She had a
wonderful way about her... making everyone in her presence feel so happy
and loved. I will truly miss seeing her
and visiting with her. May her memory
be for a joyous blessing!
Judy Mendelsohn Lanes

Judy Mendelsohn Lanes - July 16, 2010 at 03:31 PM

“

I'm so sorry, that such a great person passed away, she was such a good frind to my
Parents of blessed memory and to me and my brother, I'm shockeced, she was just
full of life.
With all my love, Sonia.

Sonia Lega - July 16, 2010 at 03:18 PM

“

To Alice and Miriam and David: Our love and condolences on Bronia's death, and our
gratitude for her amazing life, her laugh, her hospitality and the breadth of her love.
Dave, Valarie, Phillip and Michael

Dave and Valarie Zeeck and family - July 16, 2010 at 03:11 PM

“

Back in the 50's my grandfather started going to M & M Deli and it has stayed a
tradition even today in our family now thru 3 generations. Patrick has continued Mrs.
Roslawowski's excellent quality of deli and sweets.
I remember meeting Mrs. Roslawowski as a little boy in the late 50's, early 60's. She
showed me the numbers the Nazis tatooed her with on her hand and explained to
me about that time in her life. I have never forgot that experience and lesson in
history.
My deepest sympathy to the family.

Jim Blau - July 16, 2010 at 02:31 PM

“

What a wonderful woman Brnia was. My family has known Bronia for as long as I can
remember..she babysat for me when I was a beautiful young baby.. Not many people
can inspire but Bronia did it to everyone she came across.. My family will miss her
greatly... Love Mary,Gary,Jakob and Kyle..

gary schanzer - July 16, 2010 at 01:41 PM

“

My children also send their regrets that they could not be there for your final honor,
as they remember you fondly for your many kindnesses and cheerfulness.

Anne Bronfman Mandelbaum - July 16, 2010 at 01:29 PM

“

Such a kind and jolly person, It was an honor to have known you.
Your former neighbor, and mother of Michael Jay and David (known as the "terrible
two"), and Ala Mandelbaum-Fries.

Anne Bronfman Mandelbaum - July 16, 2010 at 01:23 PM

“

The light of the world is truly dimmer now. Grandma Bronia, I miss you so much. You
are truly a wonderful person, that not only taught my brother and I much about the
joys of the world and life, but you also showed us the vast capacity the human heart
has for love. We will always have you in our hearts and in our thoughts. For Jimmy
and I, you will always be our Grandma Bronia.

David Qi - July 16, 2010 at 12:01 PM

“

I first met Bronia in 1997 when I picked her up to speak at my middle school. That
year, I had a group of mouthy, rowdy, opinionated 8th grade boys who let me know in
no uncertain terms that listening to a Holocaust survivor was NOT on their list of
priorities. I asked them to keep an open mind and listen to her message. Imagine my
surprise when they were the group who stayed behind (missing lunch!) in order to
give Bronia a hug! She was so compassionate, so wise, and so forgiving. They
talked about her for the rest of the year and even came back when they were in high
school to listen to her again. What an impression that tiny, feisty woman made on all
of us.
May her memory live bright and strong!
Nancy Todd
Overland Park, KS

Nancy Todd - July 16, 2010 at 12:01 PM

“

Alice, David and Family,
We have such fond memories of meeting and talking with Bronia at neighborhood
gatherings. We'll always remember her driving down the street to your house, this
short little woman peering over the steering wheel to zip into your driveway with ice
and snow on the ground...she never missed. Her interest in us and our family was
heartwarming. Our thoughts and prayers are with you.

Don & Diane Mnookin - July 16, 2010 at 11:21 AM

“

Alice, think of you and your family often. It's been a long time since 34th & Paseo
and since I last saw you. Love to you and yours.
your "other" mother. Barbara White Hardy

barbara white hardy, 84 the woodlands, gladstone mo 64119 - July 16, 2010 at 10:39 AM

“

When I was in high school, Bronia opened her home to my mother and I and allowed
me to interview her for a school term paper. For hours, I sat quietly and listened as
she told me her Survival Story.
I am honored to have had this private audience with such an extraordinary, fearless
woman. On that afternoon, Bronia gave me a rare gift. I will never forget her
phenomenal strength, infectious joy, and boundless love.

Anna Toms - July 16, 2010 at 10:23 AM

“

Thank you for sharing your mom, mom-in-law and Bubby. Bronia treated everyone
like her own kids greeting us with a big smile, a hug, a kiss on the cheek and
question about what is going on.

Louis Price - July 16, 2010 at 10:13 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Bronia's death. We know each other since we both lived on
Main 60 years ago.
My sincerest condolences to your family.
Sybil Kaplan in Jerusalem

Sybil Kaplan - July 16, 2010 at 09:58 AM

“

Oh Alice, David and all...we stopped by twice to see you in ICU on Weds. eveing
when we saw Dad upstairs...we were so sorry to see Bronia had passed away in the
paper this morning.
After reading Bronia's story, we really missed out not knowing her! What an
INCREDIBLE woman! But of course, her beautiful spirit lives on through all of you...
I am hoping we can see you all in the future...it has been far too long, but it seems
like just yesterday.
Love to the entire family and our most sincere condolences.

Greg and Julie Sizemore - July 16, 2010 at 09:46 AM

“

Walter
Our thoughts and prayers are wtih you. Bronia will be missed; she was a positive
influence on many of us.
Keep in touch.
Rusty

Phil and Sharon Greathouse - July 16, 2010 at 09:31 AM

“

Dear Judy and Family,
How many times your mother enlightened
children and adult faces with her smile, her hugs and kisses. I was one of those
people whose life she touched. The words, " we shall never forget"( her) definitely
applies to Mom. May your always share her memories with others as she did. Our
sincere condolences to you and your lovely family
Marlene and Stan Katz

stanley and marlene katz - July 16, 2010 at 09:18 AM

“

I am in Switzerland currently, and as such, unable to make the service, but am very
sad to be missing it. I grew up around Bronia's warmth and caring. I heard her speak
several times, and synagogue often was not synagogue without a hug from Bronia. I
will miss her very much. My love and prayers are with her surviving family members.

Leslee Friedman - July 16, 2010 at 09:03 AM

“

Judy and Steve,
Your mother was a very sweet and precious lady. You will have beautiful memories.
My sincerest sympathy to you and your family.
Jackie Silberg

Jackie Silberg - July 16, 2010 at 08:19 AM

“

To Bronia's family, we express our sincere sympathy. I remember when my aunt,
uncle and cousins lived about a block or two away from you. For as long as I've
known you I remember Bronia as being a truly wonderful person. I know she will be
greatly missed.

Hilda and Lee Magilow - July 15, 2010 at 10:27 PM

“

Dear Judy, Alice and Walter,
So sorry to hear about the passing of your Mom. What a wonderful women with a
smile that brightened any room and always a joy to see at shul. My boys foundest
memories at KI growing up are of getting a hug and kiss from her. Our thought are
with you and may her memory be a blessing in the days to come.Robbie, Erik, Scott,
Zach and Alex Claster

Robbie Claster - July 15, 2010 at 04:39 PM

“

B"H
Alice, David, Judy, Steve, Walter & Family,
Hamakom yinachem eschem b'soch sha'ar availay Tzion v'Yerushalayim.
Bronia, aleha hashalom, was a true Eshes Chayil. Such a special woman, wife,
mother, sister, bubby
and great-grandmother who can find?
May her memory be for a blessing forever to those that knew her. Tehi Nishmahta
Tzerurah B'tzrur Ha-Chayim
Much love,
Mark, Ellie, Mika & Aron Mandelbaum
Jack and Claudia Mandelbaum

Mark & Ellie Mandelbaum - July 15, 2010 at 04:23 PM

“

Nothing afforded me greater gratification than to look down from the bimah when I
was chanting Torah and see Bronia beaming. One of the most beautiful human
beings I've ever known.

Dan Margolies - July 15, 2010 at 04:07 PM

“

What a wonderful person. I enjoyed every minute I was around her and every
conversation we had. She alwyas made me feel good! My love and thoughts are with
all of you. May her memory be a true blessing in the days to come. She will be so
missed. Fondly, Debra Goldstein and Family

Debra Rogozenski Goldstein and Family - July 15, 2010 at 03:03 PM

