David Herschel Berger
August 20, 1964 - July 19, 2011

David H. Berger of Kansas City, MO, passed away unexpectedly on July 19, 2011 in his
home, after a long, hard battle with Crohn’s Disease. The funeral service will be at
10:00am Sunday, July 24, at The Louis Memorial Chapel, 6830 Troost Avenue, Kansas
City, MO with burial to follow in Rose Hill Cemetery. The family requests contributions to
Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of America, 386 Park Avenue South, 17th Floor, New
York, NY 10016. David was born August 20, 1964, to Jerome D. and Heather S. Berger
and
was preceded in death by his father Jerry Berger. He leaves his mother, Heather Berger of
Overland Park, KS; sister, Laurie Berger-Milne and her husband, Ross Milne, of Bend,
OR; daughter, Bay Berger and former wife, Christi Berger, both of Beaumont, TX. David
played racquetball all over the country as a teen, winning many tournaments and
graduated from Pem Day High School before discovering his passion for music, fashion,
art and photography. He spoke French and enjoyed traveling all over the world where he
met and remained friends with an array of culturally diverse people. David was quick with
a joke and quicker to offer a hand to anyone in need. He was giving, caring and loyal. His
thirst for knowledge was never quenched and he was relentless in his pursuit of new
information, a trait he acquired from his parents and passed on to his daughter.
Handsome and tall, David cast an attractive figure but was modest and quiet in his ways.
He call his daughter Bay his “Star of David” and it only took watching his eyes light up
when he spoke of her to realize how much in love with her he was. David loved animals
and the wonders of nature and rarely took the beauty found there for granted. The
photographs he captured show not only his deep passion, but his eye for beauty…,
a beauty he found in everything. His disease took so much from him but he continued to
plan for the future and was always ready to offer a smile to anyone who needed one.
David was a beautiful spirit and the world will miss his shining crown of red hair, his ever
present Converse/Armani combo and his bad jokes.

Comments

“

Thanks for writing such an easy-to-understand artcile on this topic.

Loryn - August 10, 2011 at 10:01 AM

“

I have never known anyone remotely like David. This planet needed to have more
people like him on it. His absence leaves a big hole, but there always will be a light
shining out from it. I share your lament, and send my prayers.

Lisa Austin - July 24, 2011 at 05:14 PM

“

My heartfelt sympathies to the family of David from a fellow PCD class of 1982 alum.
God bless.

Torsten Garber - July 23, 2011 at 07:22 PM

“

David taught me about art and music over 20 years ago, forever changing my life.
Your charm and smile will be missed but never forgotten.

Deborah Dickson - July 23, 2011 at 01:43 PM

“

Heather and Laurie,
Please accept my deepest sympathies. David grew up with us and I am so saddened
by his passing. He was truely a unique and gentle soul. I have so many memories of
him, but my favorite is when he put Jerry's Ferrari in my garage, and left for 2 weeks
with the keys.
Know that you are in our thoughts,
Donna Galamba Chenoweth

Donna Chenoweth - July 23, 2011 at 01:42 PM

“

My condolences to Heather, Laurie and the entire family. It is so sad when the yound
die too soon. I truly remember David's beautiful, shock of red hair.
Barry

Barry White - July 23, 2011 at 08:25 AM

“

David:
You have enriched my life. In many ways you seemed larger than life, with your
sense of style and knowledge of culture. Your wit and intelligence were off the charts.
You saw things as they really were, although you might have a hard time expressing
this.
I wish I could have said goodbye to you. I know life wasn't easy, but many people
loved you.
Christie

Christie Nuell - July 23, 2011 at 04:20 AM

“

This is such an unexpected and painful loss. It's impossible to imagine that we won't
see David again, see him come ambling in to spend some time and share new
thoughts or happenings. I wish I could find words of comfort and support, but I'm not
sure there even are any. I know I won't be forgetting David or the times we spent
chatting in the wee hours. All my love to Lauri and Heather.

Mary Ellen Bryan - July 23, 2011 at 01:35 AM

“

I am really sorry to hear about David. He was truly a very special friend.

Cathy Shopmaker Newman - July 22, 2011 at 03:44 PM

“

So sad that such a fine young man is departed way before his time. My thoughts and
love go out to his entire family.
Laura Berger Mackey

Laura Berger Mackey - July 21, 2011 at 10:11 PM

