Dr. Gary Geoffrey Berger
October 23, 1957 - June 25, 2014

Dr. Gary Berger, 56, Leawood, KS, passed away following a sudden illness, Wednesday,
June 25, 2014. Funeral services will be Thursday, June 26, noon, at Louis Memorial
Chapel, 6830 Troost Ave. The burial will be at Mt. Carmel Cemetery. Kindly omit flowers
as the family suggests contributions to the American Cancer Society.
Gary was a prominent Kansas City area physician and leader in the field of physical
medicine and rehabilitation. He received his Bachelor of Science from Temple University
in 1979, his medical degree from Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine in 1983,
and served his residency at Temple University Hospital. He was certified by the American
Board of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation and was a Fellow of the American
Academy of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation (FAAPMR). Gary came to Kansas City
with his family in 1992 to serve as the medical director of the Rehabilitation department at
Menorah Medical Center. Under his leadership, the department has consistently been
ranked in the top 10 percent of rehab departments nationally. In addition to Menorah, Gary
was a member of the medical staffs at Overland Park Regional Medical Center, Research
Medical Center, and Mid-America Rehabilitation Hospital. He was a member of the
American Osteopathic Association and the American Medical Association, holding medical
licenses in both Kansas and Missouri. Gary lived for his family and patients, showing
compassion and empathy well beyond the norm. His focus was on the entire person, not
just their condition. He gave 100 percent and worked many miracles throughout his
career. He was highly respected by his colleagues in all fields of medicine and he was the
immediate past-president of the medical staff of Menorah Medical Center.
In addition to being a very successful and busy professional, he was also a devoted family
man and his family always came first. He was a loving husband, father, brother, son, and
friend. He was a longtime former member of Congregation Beth Shalom.
Gary was preceded in death by his parents, Irving and Florence (Schwartz) Berger;
brother, Alan Berger; and first wife, Helayne Berger.

He is survived by his wife, Randi Berger; children: Joel Berger, Melissa Berger, and
Hayley Berger; sisters and brothers-in-law: Andi and Mike Wildman, Overland Park, KS,
and Sheri and Gregg Feldscher, Shamong, NJ; sister-in-law, Lynn Berger, Bensalem, PA;
and nieces and nephews.
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Comments

“

Dr. Berger was my Rehab Doctor at Menorah Medical Center. He was fantastic,
caring and ornery Doc' to have as a Rehab Physician! I went to visit him a few times
and he also assisted me in obtaining a knee brace. I mourn your loss. He was a
great person.
My prayers go out to his family !
Best regards,
Mike Sage

Mike Sage - September 18, 2014 at 01:35 PM

“

We just learned of Dr. Berger's passing. I'm so sorry for this sudden loss. Dr. Berger
was instrumental in helping my husband return to better health following a long
hospitalization two years ago. He ran a great rehab program at Menorah. My
thoughts are with your family.
Sally Lundy

sally lundy - September 16, 2014 at 08:53 PM

“

To the Berger Family,
My son was a patient of Dr. Berger for several years. Always thoughtful, always
caring, and always listening. We thank him for his support and his genuineness. He
will be missed. I am sorry we did not know about his death until now. We send our
condolences - may the memories you shared bring you joy and peace. Share them
often. The family of Chris Johnston, one his "special" patients. Marcia Tammeus

Marcia Tammeus - August 04, 2014 at 02:27 PM

“

sending heartfelt condolences to Andi and Randi on the passing of your brother and
husband, Gary. My best to the entire Berger family
Betty Brand

Betty - July 08, 2014 at 03:57 PM

“

Dear Andi and family,
My thoughts are with you and your entire family at this very difficult time. We have
lost a wonderful doctor and the world has lost a wonderful man. Dr. Berger always
treated me with empathy, respect and humor. For the last six years he has always
been there for me and I will miss him terribly. I could not have endured all my
illnesses and injuries without him. I hope it comforts you in some small way to know
that so many people share in your sorrow.
Renee Misner

Renee Misner - July 07, 2014 at 05:41 PM

“

It simply won't be the same without Gary. He took wonderful care of the patients we
shared, they thought the world of him. Thought and prayers are with his family.
Scott Luallin

Scott Luallin - June 30, 2014 at 10:15 PM

“

So many good memories of working together. He left an imprint on so many lives,
including mine. I am sending prayers for his family.

Kate Miner - June 30, 2014 at 08:17 PM

“

Ruth and I have been touched by Gary in so many ways. Gary's encouragement and
skill helped Ruth get her life back after a terrible injury. He helped my Dad after
another injury and got him back home. Gary did it with patience, the greatest skills,
and compassion. He was a Doctor's Doctor.
Gary loved his family and his patients. He was a friend and colleague who was one
of the best doctors you could ever find. We miss his smile already, but he shall
always be in our heart. His children should be very proud of a man who always cared
when others gave up hope.
Our best to you and your family...

Jeff and Ruth Colyer - June 29, 2014 at 07:33 PM

“

Gary was a good friend and I have many fond memories. On that comes to mind....
Many years ago he and I would often drive from Northeast Philly to Atlantic City just
to get a pizza from Tony's Baltimore Bar and Grill!
Rest in Peace!

Rich Sisman - June 28, 2014 at 10:21 PM

“

I am deeply saddened to hear of the sudden passing of Dr. Berger. I will always be
grateful to him for being so supportive of me when I was ill several years ago. He
saw my patients for me and encouraged me not to return to work until I was ready.
His family and friends will be in my prayers.

Tracey Cheatham, MD - June 28, 2014 at 01:18 PM

“

Gary was a life long friend of mine as we grew up together in Philadelphia on
Augusta Street. When he came back to Philly, we would get together when we could
and mostly picked up where we left off. I was very proud of all of his
accomplishments and will miss his warmth and friendship. I'm still in shock that my
friend is gone but my memories of him always make me smile. Gary's other life long
friend from he block, Jack Weiss, and I plan to get together shortly and toast his
memory and our friendship.

Bart Weitzman - June 27, 2014 at 08:08 PM

“

As a patient of Dr. Gary Berger, I wish to express my heartfelt condolences to his
family. Dr. Berger was my inspiration and helped me to have the courage to know
that I will get beyond my physical issues. He always had a positive outlook and he
would never allow me to be negative. I will continue on my journey to recovery based
on the motivation that he installed in me. May God bless him and may God bless his
family.
Kathy Rothenberger

Kathy Rothenberger - June 27, 2014 at 06:41 PM

“

Dr. Berger was my husbands doctor and I was so impressed with him the way he
always had time for his patients as well as their family. He was a remarkable man
who followed up with his patients and was always there no matter the time. My
prayers go out to his family for your loss he was a great man who will now join my
husband in a greater place.

Judy Hanson - June 27, 2014 at 06:30 PM

“

Dr Berger will be greatly missed. I would like to believe he is still helping people
where he is now. As a former patient I was glad he was there to help me. I wish there
were more doctors like him who treated a patient as a whole person who has
feelings. My thoughts and prayers are with the family.

susan adams - June 26, 2014 at 11:02 PM

“

I'm so sorry for your loss. I hope Melissa and Hayley get through this. Everyone is
in my prayers.

Ryan Shapiro - June 26, 2014 at 10:52 PM

“

Stuart and I are so sorry to hear about Gary. We are out of town, but wanted all of
you to know that we are saddened by his passing. We so enjoyed seeing Gary on
Saturdays at Einsteins Bagels and finding out how all of the kids were doing. He was
so proud of you all and loved you all so much.
Our thought are with you at this difficult time.
Gloria and Stuart kagan

Gloria Kagan - June 26, 2014 at 10:30 PM

“

Our daughter was a patient of Dr. Berger. As everyone else has said, he was a
wonderful doctor, a caring man, and will be very much missed. We are truly shocked
and saddened by this sudden loss. Please know that he definitely made a difference
in many people's lives. Our hearts go out to his family.
Karen Sparks

Karen Sparks - June 26, 2014 at 09:43 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with your family today. May your family have good
thoughts and wonderful memories of your time together. God bless...

Anonymous - June 26, 2014 at 09:39 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear of Gary's passing, our thoughts and prayers to Randi, family
and his many close friends. He was always so genuine and compassionate about the
well being of others. This is such a tragedy to all.

Todd and Surah Hill - June 26, 2014 at 09:20 PM

“

Love to the Berger family. May Gods love help you remember him with love, laughter
and good memories. My thoughts and heart are with you today and always. Thank
you for sharing Dr. Berger with so many.

anonymous - June 26, 2014 at 06:48 PM

“

Gary was a great doctor, an advocate for his patients, and a loving family man. I will
keep my memories of our talks and interactions over the years. I am a better doctor
and better person for having known him. I am grateful that I got to know him.
Dr Harish Ponnuru

Harish - June 26, 2014 at 05:24 PM

“

Gary was kind, thoughtful and very dedicated to his work and to his family. He
inspired my husband, Steve to work really hard to regain his strength after an injury.
Gary had a remarkable ability to listen to concerns, and the encourage progress
when the challenge seemed so great. I am so very sorry for your loss. He was truly a
special man.

Shelly Silverman - June 26, 2014 at 03:26 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with your family. I worked with Gary at the old Menorah
and then he was a consultant for my clients. His insight was often spot on and I
appreciated his medical knowledge - He truly cared for his patients. Katie Allison,
CLCP

katie allison - June 26, 2014 at 03:21 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with your entire family.-

Jeff and Rhonda Fromm - June 26, 2014 at 01:50 PM

“

Randi, my deepest condolences are sent to you and the entire family. May there be a
small measure of comfort in knowing how deeply respected Gary was by his
professional colleagues as well as appreciated by his patients.

Felicia Weiner - June 26, 2014 at 01:40 PM

“

Our family is saddened to hear of Dr. Berger's passing. He was a remarkable person
who truly cared for each and every patient he encountered and graced them with his
talents and wisdom. He was instrumental in my mother's care at Menorah after her
stroke. We are eternally grateful for his guidance, his compassion and his care. Our
thoughts and prayers are with your family. Steve, Diane, Mike, Marc & Aimee Boos.

aimee boos chezem - June 26, 2014 at 11:04 AM

“

At a time of such loss, we reflect back on the many moments shared with Gary and
family. We recall the many joyous times of family simha as well as the more difficult
ones of sadness. I also recall his professional insight shared over patients at
Menorah. In all these both personal and professional, he was a caring and
compassionate person deeply dedicated to both his family and his patients.
Barukh Dayan Emet
Rabbi Alan & Linda Cohen

Rabbi Alan Cohen - June 26, 2014 at 10:12 AM

“

Dr. Berger was my mother's doctor. Not only was he there for her well-being, he was
"their" for mine as well. He will truly be missed!
Sherri Horwitz Hermanson

Sherri Horwitz Hermanson - June 26, 2014 at 09:30 AM

“

As a family member of a stroke survivor, we have found the impact one man can
have on an entire group of people. Dr. Berger was an advocate for disabled people
everywhere. His legacy will be held in the minds of thousands of people. Not just the
patients he served, but the friends and families who got to see their loved one return
to a higher level of independence. Thank you, family, for sharing him with us. For
Kansas City lost one of it's greatest advocates. Prayers and thoughts with your
family.

Anonymous - June 26, 2014 at 09:07 AM

“

Our condolences go out to the entire family. Our thoughts and prayers are with you
during this very difficult time.
Evie and Bob Grant

Evie Grant - June 26, 2014 at 08:09 AM

“

Knowing Gary has been a honor for his unyielding dedication to helping others. He
has shown both compassion and leadership consistently. He will be sorely missed by
those of us who knew him professionally, and the myriads of people he has helped
regain quality of life. He will be remembered as a blessing.
ileene and steven simon

steven simon - June 26, 2014 at 07:06 AM

“

Your body may be gone but your spirit touched many . You will be missed but never
forgotten. May your family find peace and trust in the lord. My thoughts and prayers
go out to your family.
Perry Munuhe

Perry Munuhe - June 26, 2014 at 01:43 AM

“

Gary was such a special person. I feel honored to have worked with him. He went
above and beyond for every patient he cared for. He was an extraordinary doctor. His
friendly smile, compassion for others and good humor will be sorely missed. Please
know your entire family is in my prayers.
Sharon Snavely MD

Sharon Snavely MD - June 25, 2014 at 10:13 PM

“

Randi, you and your family are in our thoughts. Our words feel empty right now; but
please know that we are praying for comfort, peace and strength. Hold on to each
other and share your thoughts and wonderful memories.
Nannette, Lee, Sarah, Madeleine Grace and Joshua Posz

Nannette Posz - June 25, 2014 at 09:11 PM

“

Dear Andi,
My deepest sympathy to you and your family on the loss of your brother. He was so
well respected for his knowledge in the medical world. He helped me very much.
With sympathy,
Harryette Cooperman

Harryette Cooperman - June 25, 2014 at 08:38 PM

“

randi and family, so sorry to hear of dr. berger's passing. he was a wonderful doctor
that i truly admired. marie koffman

marie koffman - June 25, 2014 at 07:39 PM

“

Gary was a very special person, a marvelous doctor, and, above all, a caring
mensch. I am fortunate to have known him and been treated by him. Though he is no
longer in our physical world, he will remain alive in our minds through the wonderful
memories we have of him. My heartfelt condolences to his family. May G-d bring
peace to those who grieve. Wayne Tenenbaum

Wayne Tenenbaum - June 25, 2014 at 07:19 PM

“

Dr. Berger was a exceptional person which made him an exceptional doctor. He had
the rare combination of toughness need for Rehab with a wonderfully kind heart. We
were Blest to have known him. He made a difference in the world. Thank You and
your legacy leaves on in the souls that you touched. My prayers and hope for
Comport Beyond All Understanding for his family. Karen Tenenbaum

Karen Tenenbaum - June 25, 2014 at 06:59 PM

“

Dear Randi and children,
My thoughts and prayers are with you and Gary's entire family. It was my pleasure to
have known him and see the wonderful interaction you all shared. May his memory
be for a blessing to all.
Marlene Krakow

Marlene Krakow - June 25, 2014 at 06:28 PM

“

I am shocked and saddened by the passing of my colleague, Dr Gary Berger. I have
known Gary and worked with him for many years, especially when he use to work
with my trauma patients at Overland Park Regional. He was compassionate,
intelligent and friendly. Often, in the doctors lounge, I would overhear him talk about
his children with great joy and pride.
My deepest sympathies and prayers to his family and patients.
Dr Jesse Lopez

Dr Jesse Lopez - June 25, 2014 at 06:06 PM

“

My times with Dr. Berger were always of the highest order both as a physician and as
a friend. At a time when I needed a skilled doctor and an understanding person he
was there. My heart is filled with sadness for his family and all of those whose lives
he touch and knew him.
Rabbi Stuart Davis

Rabbi Stuart Davis - June 25, 2014 at 05:50 PM

“

I will miss Gary. I enjoyed talking to him about our children, politics and patients. He
was a wonderful doctor and a fabulous person. Menorah Hospital will not be the
same without him. May the comfort of God be with us and his family during this time
of sorrow.
Sheryl Young

Sheryl Young - June 25, 2014 at 05:37 PM

“

Dear Andi and family,
Our sincere condolences to you and your family on the passing of your brother. our
thoughts and prayers are with you
Marlene and Stan Katz

marlene katz - June 25, 2014 at 05:31 PM

“

Some people die young having not experienced and achieved love and success.
Gary is loved by his wife, children, friends and patients and was loving,
compassionate and caring to all. This is his legacy.
Baruch Dayan Emet-Blessed is the true Judge

Judy Elliott and Jerry Stolov
Jerry Stolov - June 25, 2014 at 05:27 PM

“

Dr Berger will be very much missed at Menorah. My deepest sympathy to his family.

Laura Kenny, MD - June 25, 2014 at 05:25 PM

“

Randi,
I am at a loss to flind the right words to comfort you on the loss of Gary. May he rest
in peace and know tht he will be missed by all. Our condolences go out to you and
the rest of the family.
Patti and Gary Friedman

Gary Friedman - June 25, 2014 at 05:03 PM

“

I am glad to have known Dr. Berger when I worked with him at Menorah. This was
very sad news and I am so sorry for his family, his friends, his colleagues, and his
patients.
Sheryl Davis

Sheryl Davis - June 25, 2014 at 04:31 PM

“

We always enjoyed his company at lunch at Menorah; what a wit, what a zest for life,
what a good doc who cared about his patients deeply. We'll miss him, and our hearts
are with his family.
Bernie and Vicki Levi

Vicki and Bernie Levi - June 25, 2014 at 03:03 PM

“

Thinking of you all. Sending thoughts of peace to you and our deepest sympathy.
Brian, Shelly and Emily Walton

Shelly Walton - June 25, 2014 at 02:59 PM

“

With our heartfelt thoughts and deepest sympathy.
Vicki and Ken Bush

Vicki and Ken Bush - June 25, 2014 at 02:36 PM

“

So sorry to learn of Gary's passing. Sending healing thoughts to the entire family.

Ruth Bigus - June 25, 2014 at 02:00 PM

“

randi and family, so sorry to hear of dr. berger's passing. he was a wonderful doctor that i
truly admired. marie koffman
marie koffman - June 25, 2014 at 07:37 PM

