Gayla N. Friedman
April 10, 1942 - January 13, 2020

Beloved wife, mother and grandmother, Gayla Nan Friedman, 77, of Overland Park,
Kansas, passed away on January 13, 2020, in her home surrounded by her loved ones,
following a battle with Lewy body dementia and multiple myeloma.
Funeral services will be held 10:30 a.m., Monday, January 20, 2020, at the chapel inside
Kehilath Israel Blue Ridge Cemetery, 1901 Blue Ridge Boulevard, Independence,
Missouri, 64052. Burial will follow immediately after in the same location. In lieu of flowers,
memorial contributions are suggested to the Heart of America Chapter of the Alzheimer’s
Association.
Gayla was born on April 10, 1942, to Irving and Shirley (Pfeffer) Greenberg. A graduate of
Southeast High School, she worked for Hallmark for 25 years. A Kehilath Israel member,
she volunteered annually to help hospitals and soup kitchens during the holidays.
She was preceded in death by her parents; her uncle, J. Louis Lesky; her sister-in-law,
Fran Malcy; and her nephew, Ryan Greenberg.
Gayla is survived by her beloved husband of 55 years, Robert; “favorite” daughter, Stacy
Brown (Rob); grandchildren Jack and Chloe; brothers Bob (Susan) Greenberg and Larry
(Genie) Greenberg; aunt Betty Lesky; and so many loving nieces, nephews and cousins.
A teenage exhibitor at the Plaza Art Fair, Gayla was a gifted artist, painting many
hundreds of canvases throughout her lifetime; stitching intricate pieces that often took
years to complete; and, as many friends and family members will fondly recall, knitting
blankets, baby clothes and dolls.
Poised but deeply funny, she was moved to obscenity-laced cheers watching her teams,
the Royals and the Chiefs, and she may just have been Corinth Library’s and JoAnn
Fabric’s number-one customer. Whether she was painting, knitting, baking or reading
World War II history books, her greatest sources of joy in life were her grandchildren,

husband and daughter.
Deepest thanks are bestowed on Gayla’s loving private-duty nurse and the dear members
of Harbor Hospice, who cared for her like family in her final months and days.
During that time, she accomplished exactly what she set out to do when she’d first faced
her diagnosis: to stay in her home and to keep painting.
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Comments

“

What a beautiful lady and dear neighbor. We'll always remember fondly the laughs
and good-natured ribbing that took place when we passed Gayla and Bob walking
their dogs in the evening! And it was great to share opinions, hear her stories, and
catch up during the neighborhood Oktoberfest each year. We will miss her smile and
wit. Our deepest condolences to Bob and the family.
John and Jan Girando

Janice Girando - January 18, 2020 at 03:58 PM

“

However short, however long I knew Gayla the amazing love I witnessed among the
family will forever be a great true story to share. Her husband Bob continue leading
his family while still sharing romantic words w/his wife Gayla, the love of his life.
Gayla daughter Stacy would barely move from her mother side during the last two
weeks of her life. However hard for Bob & Stacy they hung in there for their love one
Gayla til her last breath.
During the short time I knew Gayla if I wanted to lift her spirit(mind you I'm a slow
learner) not knowing the entire family, all I needed to do was talk about her wonderful
husband Bob, her precious daughter Stacy & her loving sister Betty Lesky. So I leave
these words to the entire Friedman family by Shri Dunartti
"You are never alone or helpless. The force that guides the stars guides you too"

Ann Murrell - January 18, 2020 at 11:08 AM

“

I remember aunt (or my father's first cousin once removed, if you must get technical)
Gayla beeming at Stacy's bat mitzva, so proud of her daughter! I was super excited
that the Raiders were staying at our hotel in Kansas City, but I don't think aunt Gayla
shared my 9 year old love of running back Maurcus Allen. May all family and friends
be blessed with the mourning they need right now along with a lifetime of comfort
and love from family, friends and community. Sending love from Seattle, R. Avi
Rosenfeld.

Avi Rosenfeld - January 16, 2020 at 09:38 AM

“

Dear Avi, I’m sure my mom was only unimpressed because it wasn’t her beloved Chiefs!! I
love you have that memory of my mom at my bat mitzvah. I was teaching Chloe some
Yiddish tonight, and I think it would be accurate to say my mom was kvelling. I was lucky to
have a mom who was always my biggest cheerleader. Thanks for the memory.
Stacy Brown - January 18, 2020 at 11:39 PM

“

Gayla and Bob were great friends of my parents. I have many fond childhood
memories of watching the KC Chiefs play on TV and Gayla and my mom screaming
at the top of their lungs making the dogs run from the room. Such big loud fans!
Stacey and Bob I am happy you were all together and she passed gently. I believe
she is in a better place and surrounded by loved ones and one very good friend.

BRAD CARPENTER - January 16, 2020 at 02:34 AM

“

Brad, indeed, our moms were great friends, and I’m really happy thinking they’re reunited
now, cheering on their home teams together. Thanks for the caring words—I know that you
know all too well how this feels.
Stacy Brown - January 18, 2020 at 11:36 PM

“

I have fond memories of Gayla and Bob , when Fran Malcy was alive, and we all
attended family gatherings! Shocking to learn of her passing and I send my sympathy
to all her family! Marilyn Gottlieb Koshland

marilyn koshland - January 14, 2020 at 02:17 PM

“

Those were good times, Marilyn!! I’m happy you remember my mom and those days with
such fondness. She would have been thrilled.
Stacy - January 16, 2020 at 12:53 AM

“

Gayla was an amazingly kind and talented woman. I knew her best as Stacy’s Mom
growing up from our religious school days through junior high and high school. She
was an incredible mom, a great cook and a gifted artist. I remember always knitting
something beautiful or working on some sort of needlecraft. And the house was filled
with her artwork. She also had a great sense of humor and loved to laugh. May her
memory be a blessing.

Rachelle Eichenwald Milgram - January 14, 2020 at 01:41 PM

“
“

A lovely woman, who will be sorely!. I will never forget Gayla's wonderful vivacious laugh.
Debra Rosenfeld - January 15, 2020 at 08:37 PM

Thanks, Rachelle, for remembering my mom so vividly. She always loved to recall the days
when we first became friends, and all of the new teen-speak you taught her. She was
tickled.
Stacy - January 16, 2020 at 12:51 AM

“

Bob, Gayla will be sorely missed. Her smile was engaging. May you find comfort in the
memories you made, and may her memory be for a blessing. Sonny & Max Singer
Max Singer - January 16, 2020 at 10:19 AM

“

Stacy...so sorry to hear the news of your mom's passing. Thinking of you/yours. Jason
Gladstone
Jason Gladstone - January 24, 2020 at 02:53 PM

