GEREAN RUDNICK
March 6, 1934 - April 2, 2015

Gerean wanted people in the world to be happy. She believed that it’s better to give than
to receive. And she got through life with laughter, kind words and a huge smile.
Her laugh was her trademark, perfectly encapsulating the genuine way that she embraced
everyone she met.
Gerean passed away on April 2nd after 18 months of the biggest challenge of her life –
living with the inability to put together her words. But she always had the gift of saying
everything with her actions and her smile.
Her family shared a love for being together, making memories, stories and laughter. Her
friends are a joyful part of that family. Village Shalom and Kansas City Hospice embraced
her with the most kind and gentle care possible. We are grateful to this group of
individuals who became part of Team Gerean.
Her energy, enthusiasm, and caring spirit were all part of a rare package – she always
thought of others first. She had a unique ability to put herself in someone else’s shoes and
wear them with understanding.
Melynn and Lenise, along with our families Dan, Jessie, and Spencer Sight; David, Jillian,
and Madeline Ward; and her mate Vic Lindeman, invite you to share a celebration of
Gerean’s life and all that she brought to our world:
Graveside service at Rose Hill Cemetery on Friday, April 3rd at 11am, 6830 Troost,
Kansas City, MO. Shiva on Sunday evening, April 5th, at 7pm (the Sight’s home)
A tribute on Monday, April 6th at 6pm, at University Academy, 6801 Holmes Road, Kansas
City, MO.
In true Gerean-fashion, please dress in bright colors for Monday’s memorial service. No
black, please.

Consider a memorial gift to “Team Gerean” at Children’s Mercy Hospital, Kansas City, MO.
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Comments

“

Dear Melyn and Linese We sent a Christmas card to your Mom last year and again
this year. No response or return to sender. Your Mom has been heavy on my mind so
for some strange reason I googled her! So sad to read of her passing

Linda and Tom Beatty - January 10, 2016 at 07:34 PM

“

I will miss Gerean's smile, laughter, and personality. Associated Wholesale Grocers
was my favorite customer group, and she was included. Over the years, she told me
about her children and family. I know she will be missed. Death leaves a heartache
no one can heal, love leaves a memory no one can steal. Mourn not too long that
Gerean is gone, rather rejoice forever that she was. Carolyn Manning, Trade
Relations, McCormick & Co.. Baltimore, MD

Carolyn Manning - April 20, 2015 at 09:00 PM

“

Dear Melynn and Lenise,
Your mother was a ray of sunshine.
I have many happy childhood memories of you and your wonderful parents.
I send you my deepest condolences.
Love Always!

Giselle ( Gigi) - April 17, 2015 at 12:13 PM

“

Gerean and I were in "Milk and Honey" at the JCC. I will always remember her warm
smiles and her kindness. Our condolences to her family, she will be missed.
Irene & Ed Blend

Irene Blend - April 15, 2015 at 12:30 PM

“

We were away for Pesach and just saw the notice in the Chronicle about dear
Gerean. Our hearts go out to the family and to Vic on the loss of this vibrant,
wonderful, one-of-a kind woman. As everyone has said, her smile always lit up the
room, and she made us all feel as we were the most special people in the world. We
will always remember her thoughtful gestures and her capacity for love and
friendship. We feel fortunate to have known her and will cherish fond memories of
her. Our deepest sympathy,
Carla and Tiberius Klausner

Carla and Tiberius Klausner - April 11, 2015 at 08:07 PM

“

Gerean was a wonderful, kind person who had such a bright smile for everyone. I am
so
glad that I had the opportunity to know her. My condolences to the family..
Enid Mooney

Enid Mooney - April 11, 2015 at 11:09 AM

“

Sue Stonefield lit a candle in memory of GEREAN RUDNICK

Sue Stonefield - April 10, 2015 at 05:01 PM

“

Was so sorry to hear of the loss of Gerean. She was a generous contributor to the
Children's Mercy Dental Clinic and also supported Kinnor Philharmonic. She was a
gem and I was fortunate to have had several very nice conversations with her. She
always had a smile on her face and was a kind and gentle person.
She will be missed but will always have beautiful memories of her.

Robin Onikul - April 09, 2015 at 05:54 PM

“

How lovely to be remembered for a winning smile by everyone!!!

kathy berger - April 09, 2015 at 02:27 PM

“

Douglas Levine lit a candle in memory of GEREAN RUDNICK

Douglas Levine - April 05, 2015 at 11:23 PM

“

Sandy Friedman Czarlinsky lit a candle in memory of GEREAN RUDNICK

Sandy Friedman Czarlinsky - April 05, 2015 at 07:57 PM

“

I afm so sad to have been out of town and unable to share in your grief and mine...my
friendship went back to her days
at Lindenwoo with my sister in law the late marlene Czarlinsky...I shall miss her and think of
her when ever smiling is part of my daily llife which is every day.
Sandy Friedman Czarlinsky - April 05, 2015 at 08:12 PM

“

It was a real pleasure to be your friend.
Always a pleasure to say hello to your warmth and smile.

Larry Haith - April 05, 2015 at 07:41 PM

“

Dear Grand. I will always remember your smile and your woderful laugh. You
seemed to love everyone. We also loved yyou
Sandy Weinstein
Sandy Weinstein

Sandy Weins - April 05, 2015 at 10:49 AM

“

Karen Vogel lit a candle in memory of GEREAN RUDNICK

Karen Vogel - April 04, 2015 at 04:56 PM

“

Gerean was married to Don, first cousin to my husband, Jack. Gerean was always
the life of the Rudnick family parties. I have an old notebook with details of potluck
parties, Don and Gerean - jello mold and perserves: Jean and Nat (Gerean's
parents) - 2 pies, Gerean's in laws, Morrie and Lorraine - tuna salad, the J.M.
Rudnick's - liquor and glasses. I also have a video of Gerean at a Rudnick family
pool party at Morrie and Lorraine's. She is the star of the movie, flying into most
scenes with her exuberant smile and personality. Although years went by that I didn't
see her, I was very fortunate to have dinner with her and Vic at a gathering of friends
at The Long Horn restaurant during the last month.
Her body may be gone, but her smile and personality lives on. Each time I happen to
see Melynn or Lenise. I see some of her in them as they come to me with smiles and
hugs. Gerean treated everyone like you were her best friend.
Susie Freshman

Susie Freshman - April 04, 2015 at 07:29 AM

“

Dear Family
Gerene will always be a shining light in everyones heart forever. Her world spread joy
and goodness to many. She will be sadly missed.
may she rest in peace
marlene and stan katz

marlene katz - April 03, 2015 at 05:05 PM

“

Her presence was always a ray of sunshine.
She treated everyone as if they were the only person of any importance in the world.
She will be remembered and loved by all who knew her and be sorely missed. May
her memory be a blessing to you and may all your good memories offer you some
consolation at this very difficult time.
Barbara & Skip Rein

Barbara Rein - April 03, 2015 at 03:57 PM

“

Dear Melyn , Lenise and families.
Your Mother, Gerean was my life long girlfriend. She spent the night at our home,
and we watched her Cheerleading moves, always perfect, at Paseo High School
where we graduated , I believe in 1951 or 52. Donald was also a very special person,
they were loving and happy together. She loved having special occasion parties at
her home for the girls, and my daughter , Beth Gelhaar Fleet was always invited.
We all have lost a very special friend, but think lf all the lucky friends she will make
and direct in heaven with her special charms.
Love to all, Marcia Wicker Gelhaar Kleiman

Marcia Kleiman - April 03, 2015 at 02:16 PM

“

Shirley Schwartz lit a candle in memory of GEREAN RUDNICK

Shirley Schwartz - April 03, 2015 at 12:40 PM

“

Our dear Gerean was a very chose friend for many many years. Her Hallmark Cards
she sent us for every occasion brighten our lives for many many years until she
became ill.
David called her Ethel Merman because of her strong voice. Gerean and I always sat
together at Beth Shalom Sisterhood luncheons. She will be missed by us and so
many others. With very fond memories of love for Gerean and love to Melynn, Lenise
and Vic. Love Always, David and Judy
Weinstein.

Judy and David Weinstein - April 03, 2015 at 09:37 AM

“

Barbara & Skip Rein lit a candle in memory of GEREAN RUDNICK

Barbara & Skip Rein - April 03, 2015 at 09:08 AM

“

A true friend. So kind and caring. Always had the sweetest words. I am honored that
I called her my friend. May her memory be a true blessing for all the days to come.
With Love, Debra Goldstein and Family

Debra Goldstein - April 02, 2015 at 10:27 PM

“

Dear Family and Loved Ones For some reason none of my messages printed so I
will try once more -----In high school Gerean and I were in the D.O.l. soroity together
(Delta Omega Lamda) All of these years, she stayed beautiful and thoughtful. May
smiles return as you share beautiful memories.Fondest Condolences , Jody Granoff
Weiner.

Jody Weiner - April 02, 2015 at 09:51 PM

“

Starting with her name, Gerean was always unique and special. It will forever be a
bright spot to think of her --the twinkle in her eyes, her laughter, her smile, her humor,
and the enormous capacity for friendship that she shared so easily. I met Gerean in
high school and though it's been about 65 years, I'll treasure her words in my
yearbook as if it were yesterday. You girls were given a treasure, and so were we all.
Thank you!
My love to you all.......Sharon Helm Swartzman

Sharon Swartzman - April 02, 2015 at 09:49 PM

“

I loved Gerean, we all did. You could always tell when she was in the dining room by
her laugh, a laugh you knew right away was Gerean's. I will forever remember the
way she looked at me and would say "I love you, I really do!" And I know she meant
it. I am so sorry for your loss, you are in my prayers.

Stacy Spornitz (CMA-HC2) - April 02, 2015 at 04:55 PM

“

Dear Everyone & I mean Everyone. Girls, family, Vic and our entire community we've all lost a dear loving bright light In our lives. What a wonderful treasure we
shared. We shall all miss her.

Felicia & Seymour Weiner - April 02, 2015 at 04:16 PM

“

Definition of Gerean - gorgeous floral garden of many bright hues and fragrances.
May her memory be for a blessing, and may the people whose lives she touched
carry on her essence.

Pam Feingold Brooks - April 02, 2015 at 04:04 PM

“

Dear Family,
Stan and I are so very sorrowed to learn of Gerean's passing. She was such a "full of
life" person and will be sincerely missed. I first knew Gerean as a highschool
girlfriend of my sister, Sue Kross Vile. I was the kid sister who loved to talk with her
and grew up still loving to speak with her. What a vivacious and wonderful person
she was. May
G-d comfort you in your grief and may her memory always be for a blessing.
Sincerely,
Joyce Zeldin
P.S. So sorry we will be out of town for Pesach and missing her funeral.

Joyce Zeldin - April 02, 2015 at 03:38 PM

“

Gerean made the world a better place everywhere she went, with her gigantic smile,
and her bright eyes and vivacious nod that showed interest and made us feel
special. Melynn, Dan, Lenise, David, and Vic: we are deeply sorry for your loss, and
hope you may be comforted by fond memories. Love, from Sheri, Marty, Marcy, and
Evan Rattner

Sheryl Rattner - April 02, 2015 at 02:32 PM

“

My dear sweet Gerean was a huge part of my life. Since my Mom passed away in
2001, Gerean jumped right in there and took such amazing care of my family. She
had the biggest heart of anyone I know. Her smile, laughter and hugs will always be
so vivid in my mind. She was my "Second Mom" as I referred to her, and "Aunt
Gerean" for my kids. An incredible legacy full of life, excitement, wisdom, love and
joy. Rest peacefully my dear sweet Gerean, and please let Mom and Dad know that
we are doing good. I know Joanie and Eddie will take care of you and show you the
ropes. Love forever, Deb Kershenbaum Haith

Debbie Kershenbaum Haith - April 02, 2015 at 01:56 PM

“

Dear Melynn and family,
The world is a little darker today. One its brightest lights has dimmed, but not gone
out altogether. How could such a LIGHT be totally gone. My memories of her smile,
her laughter, her kindness will shine in my life as well as all who even just met her.
My deepest sympathies go to all of your family,
Love
Sharon Friedman

sharon friedman - April 02, 2015 at 01:55 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Debbie Kershenbaum Haith - April 02, 2015 at 01:52 PM

“

A true sweetheart. One could not be with this lovely lady without smiling. One of our
treats in attending the "arts" in Kansas City was knowing that Gerean and Vic would
often be present.
Our sincere sympathy to all of her loved ones.
Stewart and Esther Stein

Stewart & Esther Stein - April 02, 2015 at 01:35 PM

“

Gerean-You always loved being around people and you always had a smile on your
face. You will be missed!
Marianne and Mason Kessler

Marianne Kessler - April 02, 2015 at 01:14 PM

“

I am shocked to learn of my dear old friend passing away. I never thought that
someone like Gerean with her zest and spirit would ever leave this earth. I had not
seen or talked with her in some time, but I remember all the good times and the
cards she sent to everyone. I didn't know she had been ill and I hope that the
memory of her kindness and generosity will live on forever. I will miss her. I wish
peace and love to the family.
Hanna Apple

Hanna Apple` - April 02, 2015 at 12:41 PM

“

my memories of your mother go way back to when I first moved to Kansas City. She
always always had a big smile for me every time she saw me and a hug. She is one
in a million as you well know. I am so sorry for your loss and everyone elses as she
will be deeply missed. what a wonderful wonderful lady!

Candy Coppaken - April 02, 2015 at 11:39 AM

“

Melynn and Lenise, I have such fond memories of your mom as you have said
"happy, cheerful, and laughing all the time". I was very fortunate to have traveled to
Europe with your mom by accident and the airline sat us next to each other not
knowing we knew each other. It was the most pleasant trip on a long journey I have
ever had. She will forever be this smiling, bright lady who has two loving and
adorable daughters that I have known my whole life. I am so sorry for your loss.
Please extend my thoughts and prayers to her companion and your spouses and
children. The world is a much better place because she was in it.
Barb Bloch

Barb Bloch - April 02, 2015 at 11:32 AM

“

Gerean always had a big smile and good word. She was a great lady who will be
missed by all who were blessed by her presence. My sincere condolences to the
Rudnick family and Vic. Jerry Bressel

Jerry Bressel - April 02, 2015 at 11:27 AM

“

I am in complete shock to learn of my dear friend passing away. I never thought that
someone with the spirit and love she had would ever leave this earth. I haven't seen
or talked with her in such a long time, but she was always in my thoughts. I didn't
know about her illness and I am so sad. I pray that the family will remember her
fabulous zest for life and cherish every day that was shared with her family and
friends. Much love to the family.
Hanna Apple

Hanna Apple - April 02, 2015 at 11:16 AM

“

I've only had the joy of knowing Gerean for the last 6 months here at Village Shalom
where I've served as the Program Coordinator. In that short time I've come to know
why she has thousands upon thousands of people who love her! The photo that is
posted of her truly shows her charismatic charm. She had a kind word, an embrace,
a thrown kiss for all she meets. I'll miss her so much! I offer my condolences to her
dear family. I've come to know many of you as well and I can say that Gerean's
endearing qualities have been passed on well to the next generation!

Peggy Lewis - April 02, 2015 at 11:16 AM

“

what a gal that Gerean was-friend to all with a big hug & smile-even at the end.
She always rose above all the happenings in her life.
She had been a teen age friend of Leo's sister, Harriet. One of you gals was born at
Menorah Hospital when my son, Howard, was born- As a young new Mother Gerean
insisted that I had to wear a 'girdle'
Condolences to you all and her special protective best friend, Vic.
I am leaving town this aft. to my CA son's house for all of Pesach.
arlene shalinsky

arlene shalinsky - April 02, 2015 at 11:05 AM

“

An absolutely wonderful lady gone. She will be missed. So sorry and my deepest
condolences.
Michael and Christy Berlau

michael Berlau - April 02, 2015 at 11:00 AM

“

Gerean was a bright light in everybody's life. I will never forget the wonderful things
she did for my mother, Doris Bush, when she was sick. Though she was closer to my
mom's age, she became close to me. I will miss her infectious laughter and quick wit.
May her memory be for a blessing.
Leslee Gottlieb Price

Leslee Gottlieb Price - April 02, 2015 at 10:54 AM

