HAROLD M. GERSH
May 28, 2015 - December 23, 2015

Harold M. Gersh, 83, died December 23, 2015. Graveside services will be at 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 24, 2015, at Mt. Carmel Cemetery. Kindly omit flowers; the family
suggests contributions to a charity of one’s choice.
Harold was born May 28, 1932, to Max and Sarah Gersh. He was a high school counselor
at Shawnee Mission East for 28 years before retiring in 1992. Prior to his retirement, he
taught English at Paseo High School from 1955-63. He was a member of Johnson County
Retired Teachers Assoc. and was a life member of the National Education Association. In
his youth, he traveled the world and was an avid ballroom dancer. Harold was preceded in
death by his parents, brothers, Jack and Charles Gersh, sisters Rose Singer, Pearl
Jabenis, and Mary Plotzker. He is survived by his sister, Eunice Zachariash, his son, John
Davidson, of California, and many nieces and nephews. He will be missed.
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Mt. Carmel Cemetery
5529 Ditzler Avenue, Raytown, MO, US

Comments

“

We have so many memories and stories of Mr. Gersh and have many funny and
amazing stories of him in our archive of those we share with Paseo friends. It was
absolutely clear that he loved teaching and that he cared tremendously about his
students. Yes, we all learned to love and appreciate Shakespeare and so many
poets because he loved them himself. We are grateful. He definitely had a temper,
that has to be said; but it was primarily fired up when he felt that we weren't being
attentive or respectful. We learned to pay attention in his class! So many life lessons
come through when we think back to our time in his class. We are melancholy to
know that he is no longer with us, but Mr. Gersh will remain alive in our thoughts and
stories, and he will, without any doubt, be here in spirit!
Judy Johnson, Paseo '64, and Blair Stringfellow, Paseo '63

Judy Johnson - December 27, 2015 at 09:49 AM

“

Mr. Gersh was a wonderful English teacher. I respected him because he was always
willing to explain and discuss whatever we were working on. He challenged us to do
our best and strive to do even better. Rest in peace and know you will be fondly
remembered.
Dixie Wright Moss
Paseo Class of '64

Dixie Wright Moss - December 26, 2015 at 09:33 PM

“

Mr. Gersh was one of my favorite teachers at Paseo. I was sorry to hear about his
passing. Condolences to his family.

Susan Miller - December 26, 2015 at 03:19 PM

“

We're saddened to learn of Harold's death. We have kept in touch over the years Richard was in the same graduating class at Southwest High w/Harold and we've
always
enjoyed being with him. He was a very unique, talented and kind person,and we'll
miss
seeing him. Beryl an Richard Silberg

Richard Silberg - December 25, 2015 at 01:23 PM

“

Mr. Gersh taught me the value of using correct English to succeed in the profession I
chose in life........sales.
He challenged me every day!

Harold Kitchen - December 24, 2015 at 06:47 PM

“

I'm John Gersh, Harold's son. I can't remember why, but he mentioned your name many
times over the years when he would tell me about his years in the classroom. He loved
teaching.
John Gersh - December 28, 2015 at 02:14 AM

“

Mr. Gersh taught Sophomore English to us, the "Pilot Class," in 1960.Tough,
demanding, exacting, he was by far the best and finest English teacher under whom I
ever had the good fortune to study. He infused art and music into his curriculum, and
had us engage in group projects decades before the sleeping educational community
discovered its value. None of us will ever forget the impact he had on our lives. I only
wish my former English students will say the same of me!
--Ruth Schlozman Adler
Class of '62

Ruth Adler - December 24, 2015 at 05:42 PM

“

Mr. Gersh was one of my most challenging teachers, at a time when I could not
appreciate those challenges. And yet, he was also hard to forget, and I hope I never
will. My condolences to his family, his friends and all the students he challenged. May
his soul be bound up in the bonds of life, and may he repose in peace.
Michael B. Snyder, Paseo '62

Michael B. Snyder - December 24, 2015 at 02:57 PM

“

Sending you sympathy on the death of Harold. Harold was a dedicated educator
during his long career with Shawnee Mission. We always enjoyed discussing
educational issues during those years.
Sarah Small

Sarah Small - December 24, 2015 at 02:35 PM

“

Mr. Gersh was my sophomore English teacher at Paseo. He had us publishing a
class newsletter, memorizing The Raven (complete with punctuation), reading &
reciting Julius Caesar, writing our own mini-plays, and countless other wonderful
endeavors, including going to his house for a party. He was always engaged with us
and made learning fun. He seemed to enjoy seeing us at the several reunions of our
class of '62 that he attended, and we had our own mini reunion of that sophomore
class at his house a few years ago. He is fondly remembered.
Mona Halliburton Hartzler, Paseo Class of '62

Mona Hartzler - December 24, 2015 at 02:26 PM

“

I met Harold Gersh at a dance in Overland Park in 2006. I always enjoyed dancing
with him. He always asked me to dance a fast dance. He said no one else could spin
as I did. My son put in new kitchen counters for him and for years he told me how
much he enjoyed walking into his kitchen in the mornings.
I danced with him on December 18 at Matt Ross Community Center.
Virginia Berberick

Virginia Berberick - December 24, 2015 at 11:49 AM

“

Mr. Gersh, both literally and figuratively, was the one teacher who changed my life for
the better. For that he will always be remembered fondly. R.I.P.

Cheryl Rabin - December 24, 2015 at 10:45 AM

“

"Mr. Gersh" ,as I will always think of him, was my Common Learnings teacher in 8th
grade at Paseo. He is one of 3 teachers who inspired my love of English & learning. I
am glad that I had the opportunity to tell him that a few years ago, when I ran into
him while both of us were buying bagels at Hen House! May he rest in peace.

Barbara Rein - December 24, 2015 at 08:38 AM

“

Barbara Rein lit a candle in memory of HAROLD M. GERSH

Barbara Rein - December 24, 2015 at 08:32 AM

“

Mr. Gersh was an excellent counselor and helped our son make wise decisions. He took a
special interest in each student.and what would be best for them.
May his memory be for a blessing.
Dr. Ed and Rickie Haith
Ed and Rickie Haith - December 24, 2015 at 07:41 PM

“

Mr. Gersh is the most memorable teacher I ever had because of his tough, demanding and
dedicated teaching. We in the Pilot Class and all students of his seem to agree that he
made us better because he cared about working us to our potential. My most prominent
memory of Mr. Gersh is that he happened to give us so much homework on my 16th
birthday that my family and I couldn't even celebrate my special day. It didn't set well with
my mom. I cherished the conversations with him in later years and enjoyed running into him
at the Roeland Park Community Center where he danced. My heart goes out to his family
and all of us who were touched by this special man.
Trudy Hall - Paseo High School Class of '62
Trudy Hall - January 01, 2016 at 12:51 PM

