Harry Graetz
May 7, 1927 - January 26, 2012

Harry Eugene Graetz passed away Thursday, January 26th, 2012 at Menorah Medical Ctr.
following complications from a stroke. Funeral services at Louis Memorial Chapel, 6830
Troost Ave., KCMO Monday January 30th at 1pm. Burial to follow at Mt. Moriah Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers family suggests donations in honor of Harry Graetz be made to
Harvesters International, Jewish Family Services, or a charity of your choice.
Harry was the successful owner of "The Harry Graetz Stamp Company" of Overland Park,
KS and traveled extensively for business and pleasure throughout his life. He loved and
lived for his family and work and he always saw that their needs were few. He was
honored and loved by many. Harry was born in 1927 to Eva and Berthold Graetz in Berlin,
Germany. They exited Germany by boat in 1936 and escaped to China to live in an
internment camp for 9 years during the war and then came to the U.S. landing in
California. The family then moved to Kansas City where Harry met Rita Cohen and
married in 1948.
Harry was proceeded in death by his son, Larry. He is survived by his wife Rita of 63
years; daughter and son in law Audrey Wasson (Douglas), and daughter BethAnn
Mayfield, all of Overland Park, KS; grandchildren: Desiree Jones-Newton, Portland, OR,
Lauren Wasson-Schmidt, & Aaron Wasson, Sarah Mayfield, all of Overland Park, Alaina
Crook, Bennett, NE; 6 great-grandchildren. He was loved by his family and friends and will
be deeply missed. May he relax and rest in peace for eternity.

Comments

“

sorry to hear of Harry's passing. I'm sure he heard the prayer we said and was very
happy you asked for it.

Rabbi Friedman - January 31, 2012 at 04:08 PM

“

Losing a friend is hard but losing a long time friend makes it extra diffucult . Harry
and I go back to the 1960's at stamp shows in Chicago and St. Louis ,he taught me a
lot and I was a steady buyer of his stamps . He taught not only about stamps but who
to trust and who to do business with ,a great teacher over the years .
Years later after settling down ,I would meet Harry at stamp auctions and we would
bid against each other for the same thing and never in all those auctions did he have
a cross word or angry over it ,a true friend .Last year we sat together at his table at a
stamp show and he could remember all the stuff he sold me and I made the remark ,I
got the better of the deal and he agreed ,thats a true friend ........will miss you at the
next stamp auction .

paul laniosz - January 30, 2012 at 11:32 PM

“

Dear Grandpa Harry,
well it was the big one...wow...who would have thought?! I feel so special to have
gotten to share so much of my life with you, learn SO much from you, and plain old
just have you around. You are and always will be an inspiration to me. My heart is
heavy today, but I know tomorrow and the days to follow I have so many fond
memories of you to think about. I love you more than you will ever know...sweet
dreams from one of your little "Putzels".
Lauren

Lauren Schmidt - January 30, 2012 at 11:15 AM

“

Dear Audrey and Beth,
I was so sorry to learn of you Dad's death. I know he doted on you girls and you and
all your family will miss him greatly! My hope is that your dreams of your Dad will be
filled with laughter, health and the love you all shared. I wish you all sweet dreams of
Harry!
XXOO
Lori

Lori Frederick - January 30, 2012 at 09:37 AM

“

Harry - After having known you and having done business with you for over 50 years,
I hate to see you go. You represented all that was good in the stamp business. You
were one of a kind! Happy Landings.
Michael Orenstein
Harold Goldberg
Superior Stamp and Coin Co.
Beverly Hills, CA

Michael Orenstein - January 29, 2012 at 05:53 PM

“

I am so very sorry to learn about Harry's passing. We never expected expected him
to go. In all the years I have known him, he was always in good spirits, positive and
ready for action. He was a role model for us all, especially in the last couple of years,
when despite all sorts of physical obstacles in his way, Harry made things happen.
He always lit up up the room with his presence and on behalf of myself, my wife
Leah, my sons Josh and Jonathan, daughter Amy, please accept our sincerely
condolences. We all knew him, loved him and will miss him terribly. We share your
loss and please let me know if there is anything at all we can do to help.

Paul Buchsbayew - January 29, 2012 at 04:53 PM

“

Audrey I am so sorry for your loss. I know he was the backbone of your family and
will be dearly missed. He cared for and loved all of you....keep those memories in
your heart forever.

jeanne black - January 29, 2012 at 09:40 AM

“

I would like to say thank you all for paying your respects and all the heart felt
memories we shared. I would also like to say thank you to my grand father for if it
weren't for him this family would not exist i will miss him dearly and hope to one day
unite with you and everyone else in a happy place.
Thank you

Aaron Douglas Mathias Wasson - January 28, 2012 at 05:30 PM

