HARVEY FRIED
January 8, 1927 - April 30, 2018

Harvey Fried, 91, of Prairie Village, Kansas, died on Monday, April 30, while surrounded
by his loving family. He left this world loved by so many. Born in New York City in 1927 to
Joseph and Rea Levine Fried, Harvey led an amazing life. His proudest accomplishments
include his 65 year marriage to the love of his life, SuEllen Weissman Fried (married June
29, 1952); his children Jeffrey (Sherry), Paula (Brad), and Marc (Camille); as well as his 7
grandchildren, lovingly referred to as “Miracles.” Harvey graduated from Southwest High
School at the age of 16 and headed off to the University of Wisconsin Madison. He
paused his education in order to serve in the U.S. Navy at the end of WWII. He served in
Hawaii. Harvey returned to graduate from Wisconsin and attended graduate business
school at Stanford University.
Harvey was known as a man who was dedicated, selfless, and principled. He
demonstrated these qualities through his leadership as President of the American Jewish
Committee, President of the Historic Garment District Association, co-founder of the
Historic Garment District Museum, 30 year CEO of Fried-Siegel, board member of the
Jewish Community Relations Bureau, and member of the Advisory Committee for the
Dyche Natural History Museum at the University of Kansas.
Harvey was passionate about the revival of Downtown Kansas City. His appreciation for
Tom McDonnell and Phil Kirk with DST was immeasurable. He served on the Downtown
Council’s Board of Directors since 1999. He was an inaugural recipient of the Downtown
Council’s Urban Hero Award in 2005. He was a founding board member of the Community
Improvement District since 2002.
The students at Primitiva Garcia and the Crossroads Academy knew him as Mr. Harvey,
the devoted volunteer who visited weekly to practice math and reading. Harvey was
instrumental in getting the original building for the Crossroads Charter Schools ready in
2012. In 2016, he moved into the Quality Hills Crossroads Academy with their adoring
students and staff.

Harvey was also extremely proud of his achievements as a Boy Scout of Troop 61, Eagle
Scout, and member of the Tribe of Mic-O-Say. Harvey’s other successes included his
involvement with SCORE, the Indian Fields Homes Association, representing Kansas in
the Senior Olympics for tennis, and his faithful service as the Executive Administrator of
the Watering Hole.
Harvey was preceded in death by his parents, his sister Marian Roberts, and Prince Fried
(in the words of his brother-in-law, the greatest dog of his or any time). Harvey loved to
make others laugh and he brought joy, integrity, and a spirit of service to the lives of those
around him. He is remembered by his family as a gentle and caring man who always
made sure to let his grandchildren know he loved them dearly and was so proud of them.
Quick to make a well-timed joke or witticism, Harvey was committed to supporting the
people he loved and making them feel cherished. He cared deeply about family and
friends, always looked for the best in others, and lived a life without regrets. His wisdom
and practical approach to the world lives on in the lives he has changed and the people
who loved him.
If you wish to honor Harvey, the family requests donations be made to the Crossroads
Charter Schools through the Greater Kansas City Community Foundation.
Private family services were held. Interment in Rose Hill Cemetery.
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“

1 file added to the album Fried, Roberts, Stuewe, etc. Family Album
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“

1 file added to the album Family photos & videos throughtout the ages

Julie A Roberts - May 24, 2018 at 03:45 PM

“

Sue Ellen and Family: I happen to stumble on Harvey's obituary--some kind of Divine
intervention, I hope. I am sorry to hear of his passing and it made me think of all the
wonderful times you and Harvey shared with Rose and Leonard. Harvey always
made me feel special. From the comments, I can tell I wasn't the only one. I know
you have lots of special memories to help hold him dear. Take care.
Sincerely, Marilyn Belove Morris

Marilyn Morris - May 07, 2018 at 08:04 PM

“

Several years ago, Mr. Fried was a YouthFriends volunteer in my third grade
classroom at Davidson Elementary School. He not only provided academic support
to several individual students, but he was a wonderful example of caring and
kindness to us all.
With sincere sympathy to the Fried family,
Lynn Sample

Lynn Sample - May 03, 2018 at 03:12 PM

“

Dear SuEllen and family,
I was so sad to learn of Harvey's passing. What a man, what a leader -- he was the
kind of servant leader that every community needs and that Kansas City was
fortunate to have. It was a delight to get to know him, even to the small degree that
as my privilege. I hope the significant legacy left by your father and husband offers all
of you some solace at this sad time. My thoughts and prayers are with you all as you
remember and celebrate his life.
With great respect and sincerity,
Dave Renz

David Renz - May 02, 2018 at 08:58 PM

“

SuEllen,
I just learned of Harvey's passing. I am so sorry for your loss. The two of you have
always been such an inspiration for me. He was such a good man, and so supportive
of you and your mission to represent and bring kindness, in so many forms, into our
world.
My thoughts and love are with you and your family.
~January H. Scott

January H. Scott - May 02, 2018 at 04:11 PM

“

SuEllen and family,
Shirley and I wish to express our sadness at your loss (everyone's loss really). You
are a family of truly amazing people who have made this world a much better place.
Harvey's legacy will, no doubt, live on and grow. Please know that you are in our
thoughts and hearts at this very difficult time.
Roger and Shirley Werholtz

Roger Werholtz - May 02, 2018 at 02:18 PM

“

SuEllen and the ROFW team,
I am so very sorry that you have lost such an amazing person, champion, leader,
help-mate, husband, father, grandfather, and all the other wonderful words and roles
that describe Harvey. I am so glad I had the chance to meet him. We are praying for
all of you and sending our love.
Teresa Wolf

Teresa M Wolf - May 02, 2018 at 01:11 PM

“

Jeff, Sherry and your family,
I'm so very sorry for you loss. Sending you love and prayers during this difficult time.
Renee Matteucci

Renee Matteucci - May 02, 2018 at 06:40 AM

“

Suellen: Donna and I are so sad to learn about Harvey. We loved him so much. We
were fortunate to become your friends on the mission to Israel in 1979. Harvey
always made us feel happy when we saw him. We shared Badger stories and had so
many things in common. Our thoughts are with you and your family. Love, Donna
and Ward

Ward Katz - May 01, 2018 at 11:41 PM

“

Dear SuEllen,
I really just met Harvey this past summer at the Centennial Convention and was so
glad to know him for such a short time. He has left so many outstanding things here
in Kansas City. I know all his memories will be a blessing to all that knew him. My
deepest sympathy goes out you and your family.
Carol Goldstein

Carol Goldstein - May 01, 2018 at 11:21 PM

“

Dear Suellen,
Harvey and I go back a long way. I was so sorry to learn of his passing. He was witty
and clever.We had good times over the years. May he always be a blessing to the
family. He will be missed by many
Stanley Katz

marlene katz - May 01, 2018 at 04:57 PM

“

Dear Suellen I send my sympathy.

Susan Ramirez - May 01, 2018 at 04:49 PM

“

Harvey was a generous, talented man who gave so much to all of us. He was a
constant and devoted volunteer at ESC who shared his wisdom with clients. He was
loved and admired by all of us!

Cindy Worthy - May 01, 2018 at 03:40 PM

“

Dear Su Ellen
I am so sorry for your loss & the loss for your whole family
The life you and Harvey built together is a tribute to both of you. I was reminded of this
when I searched for connection with you yesterday and watched a ted talk of yours-some
of your first words were acknowledgement of how Harvey changed the course of your life. I
was so touched by your words and your presence
Please know that you are in my thoughts now and always
Susan Kleinman
susan kleinman - May 02, 2018 at 08:55 AM

“

Dear SuEllen, Harvey and I worked together on several different community boards and
projects. I was proud to consider him a friend. He always seemed so young and vital,
therefore, I was very surprised to learn that he was in his 90's. When I think of him, above
else, I think of the term GENTLEMAN, and that fit him so well. He was courteous and
respectful of others regardless of their backgrounds, gracious, dignified, diplomatic, highly
intelligent, well-dressed, classy, handsome, soft-spoken, but very thoughtful in all his
comments, witty and always smiling and friendly. He was a true gentleman in every regard.
Kathy and I are terribly sorry for your loss.
Mike and Kathy Rainen
Mike Rainen - May 02, 2018 at 11:12 AM

“

Sue Ellen. Such a very nice guy! A great "white father( the hair).
How fortunate we are to have had him in our lives! Sol Koenigsberg
Sol Koenigsberg - May 02, 2018 at 04:19 PM

“

Suellen, I’m so sorry to learn of the passing of Harvey. He was a friend and mentor to me
when I worked for my father at Kansas City Carnival.He will forever be the mayor of
Broadway.
Strat and Susie Overton
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina
Strat Overton - May 03, 2018 at 08:25 AM

“

SuEllen: I will always remember and cherish the Friday night you both let me celebrate your
faith with candles in the back yard. Both of you are and will always be "special" to me. You
brought so much love into this world. I am a better person for knowing you both.
Ron Poplau, Teacher
Ronald W. Poplau - May 07, 2018 at 09:16 PM

“

Dear SuEllen,
We were so so sorry to learn about Harvey's death.
We are glad however, that we chanced to run into you at the movie theater just a couple of
weeks ago and were able to visit. You both have given so much to our community - the
definition of lives well lived.
In this time of grieving, we send you prayers that remembrances of all of the love and good
times shared will help sooth the sorrow and loss.
Peace, Peace, Peace,
Ira & Leila Harritt
"What we have once enjoyed we can never lose. All that we love deeply becomes a part of
us." ~ Helen Keller
Ira - May 09, 2018 at 04:42 PM

“

Dear Suellen,
Lenny and I are so sad about Harvey! We always looked forward to seeing you both
on Christmas Day at Salvation Army and at other times too. We will miss him. He
was wonderful.
Love,
Lenny and Lisa Cohen

Lisa Cohen - May 01, 2018 at 02:16 PM

“

I am so very sorry to see this announcement. What a wonderful man! Gentle; kind;
thoughtful; generous with his comments and his time. I always enjoyed running into
Harvey at events. Always complimentary, and with positive observations about life
that required reflection as you encountered his wisdom and his gentility
simultaneously. It's impossible to list all of Harvey's contributions and positive
qualities. Although we were not often together, I will indeed miss the opportunities
that we had and will be forever grateful for our encounters and the wisdom they
added to my life.

Mark H Levin - May 01, 2018 at 01:53 PM

