Jack Tepper, MD
May 10, 1915 - August 12, 2010

Jack Tepper, MD of Overland Park, Kansas was born on May 10, 1915 in New York, New
York and died August 12, 2010 at his home. He was preceded in death by his wife Rene
B. Tepper who died on May 22, 2010 and by his parents, Anna and William Tepper, his
brothers Bernard Tepper, MD and Louis Tepper, his sister Sarah Zitcer, his son David
Tepper, MD and two grandchildren, Brian and David Kusnetzky. He is survived by his
daughter Cindy (Phil) Kusnetzky of Kansas City, his grandchildren, Carol (Bruce) Jerwick
of Overland Park, Lisa Kusnetzky of Kansas City, Michael (Julie)Tepper of Atlanta,
Georgia, Jacqueline (Ruth) Tepper of Charleston, South Carolina, William (Mary) Tepper
of Columbia, South Carolina and Anna Tepper of Philadelphia, PA, and greatgrandchildren, Michael and Lindsay Jerwick, Ben, Carter and Madison Kusnetzky, Jake ,
Neil and Lillian Tepper, and Ann Carter Tepper , his sisters Martell Weil of Virginia and
Margaret (David) Winkler of Louisiana, along with numerous nieces and nephews.
Jack was raised in the small town of Cordele, Georgia. He spent two years of college at
Emory Junior College in Valdosta, Georgia and then completed his undergraduate
education and received his Doctor of Medicine degree at Emory University in Atlanta,
Georgia. He then completed a two year rotating internship at New York City Hospital
followed by a two year Pediatrics residency at the Children’s Hospital and Research
Foundation in Cincinnati, Ohio which was extended to four years because of research he
was doing in the area of vaccines for children and at that time also for the Armed Forces
of the US engaged in combat in WW II.
“Dr Jack” as he was referred to by his uncountable patients, then spent many glorious
years practicing pediatric medicine in Chattanooga, Tennessee. Jack built his own
hospital, Tepper Hospital and Clinic, because he believed that the standard of care in the
local City-County hospital’s pediatric department was wanting. His hospital grew to
become a 67 bed pediatric hospital accredited by the American Hospital Association as
the only privately owned pediatric hospital meeting its standards. Ultimately, it was sold to
a hospital chain prior to his retirement, after which Jack and Rene moved to Boca Raton,
Florida and ultimately to Kansas City approximately twelve years ago to near to his
daughter and her family.
Jack was very involved in his community, serving over the years as President of his

Temple’s Brotherhood, Chairman of the Building Committee for reconstruction of an
outdated Jewish Community Center of which he also served as President, and also
served as Chairman of the community’s annual United Jewish Appeal fundraising
campaign.
Jack was also a great cook and the author of a cookbook and tended his vegetable crops
and fruit trees while living in Florida. He was an excellent husband, a proud and gentle
father, grandfather and great grandfather and loved and respected by all of his family. He
was an extremely generous person who loved to give funds and encouragement to all,
especially the members of his family. Dr. Jack Tepper will be missed by all.
In lieu of flowers, contributions to the Jewish Community Center of Greater Kansas City
will be appreciated. Graveside funeral services at Mt. Moriah Cemetery at 11:00 am on
Sunday, August 15, 2010.

Comments

“

I am not one good with words for memorials, But I can appreciate someone who
created a clinic / hospital that was second to none. As a child I was treated there, I
was very very young, I remember two names but many faces, Dr. Zuckerman was
another I remember well. As a child / very sick sometimes, I was treated better there
and received better service there than almost anywhere I can remember. The nurses,
they would come in and pet me and even ordered me cheeseburgers with onion and
extra mayonaise, including vanilla milk shakes every time I would ask, anything to
make me healthy again. The nurses would get into the bed and lay beside me
watching television, play games, anything the kids wanted. Teppers was one place I
enjoyed as a child in need of care, no matter how sick I was and I always left smiling
with hugs and kisses from the staff. Chattanooga and area's everywhere around will
never forget stuff like that. From Lafayette, Georgia, thank you for what you did.

Barry C.Hollis - January 02, 2017 at 08:08 PM

“

From 1957 to 1975 Dr. Tepper was my pediatrician in Chattanooga. I was trying to
locate Tepper Clinic and kept trying to find it on the internet and ran across this
Obituary. There were four of us kids and he took care of all of us. Dr. Tepper took
care of me during the Hepatitis epidemic around 1960. My mother would drive us
kids 80 miles to get to Dr Tepper when we were sick. I am so sorry to hear about
your loss. He was a great man. Margaret

Margaret Hamrick - January 14, 2012 at 12:06 AM

“

I was so sorry to hear of the passing of Dr. Jack. He was my pediatrician from 1960
until 1980. My sister and I also saw Dr. David and he took care of us after we had a
wreck out in Brainerd. I will never forget Dr. Jack and what a wonderful doctor he was
to our entire family. He always came in the room and called us monkey, pumpkin or
peanut. :-) What a wonderful memory! Dr. Jack has been missed since he retired and
he will be missed forevermore. Cindy, I hope your family will be able to find peace.

Diane Dawkins Phillips - August 26, 2010 at 12:00 PM

“

Dr Jack was my Dr in 1947. I was born with Polio, Rickets and yellow Jaundice and
he gave me shots for the first three years of my life. I would have thanked him for 63
years of a healthy life. He also took care of my cousins so he was a very special
person to our family. My parents were Ed and Opal Cheek.

Gayle Cheek Peters - August 21, 2010 at 06:30 PM

“

My name is Teresa Lyon, and I lived in Chattanooga, Tennessee, from 1970 until
1975. I currently live in Leawood, Kansas. I was out of town during the last month,
and recently returned. One of my brothers gave me the Kansas City Star obituaries
for August 14 because one of them included another brother’s father-in-law. As I
looked over the page, I saw the obituary for Dr. Tepper.
In 1970, my husband, Tom, was hired to be a professor at the University of
Tennessee at Chattanooga, and he and I and our baby daughter moved to
Chattanooga. It was his first job out of graduate school from the University of
Missouri in Columbia, Missouri. We had a son shortly after arriving in Chattanooga.
During our years in Chattanooga, Dr. Tepper and his son, David, were pediatricians
for our two children. I loved them both. They were so good with my children, and so
kind to me. My daughter needed to be hospitalized for several days during our stay in
Chattanooga, and everything about Dr. Tepper’s hospital was excellent. I am so
grateful for his care.
I cannot remember the year that my mother and her second husband moved into
Claridge Court, but during their time there, Dr. Tepper and his wife moved in. My
mother learned that Dr. Tepper had been a pediatrician in Chattanooga, told me, and
when we realized that he had treated my children, my mother arranged for me to
meet Dr. and Mrs. Tepper in her apartment. I was absolutely charmed by both of
them. It was such a long time since I had left Chattanooga, but they were so
delightful and kind. It was a wonderful afternoon.
My mother told me that Dr. and Mrs. Tepper did not like the food at Claridge Court.
That also endeared them to her, as she did not like the food either. I remember that
Dr. and Mrs. Tepper left Claridge Court to move to another retirement complex.
I just wanted you to know how much I thought of Dr. and Mrs. Tepper, and that it was
such a wonderful coincidence that I got to meet them after so many years and so
many miles.
I am so sorry for your loss. Dr. and Mrs. Tepper left a beautiful legacy and lived such
long and productive lives. I hope this brings the family comfort.
Sincerely,
Teresa Haake Lyon
Daughter of Marion Haake Melzarek

Teresa Haake Lyon - August 21, 2010 at 12:11 AM

“

I came to know Dr. Jack Tepper through countless visits to Tepper Clinic where he
was my pediatrician. Through hospitalizations, surgeries, and routine visits, he
always delivered the highest and most compassionate medical care I have ever
know. I loved and trusted him as a doctor and 37 years later I have never forgotten
all that he did for me and my family. I am so very sorry for your loss. I will always
remember this wonderful man.

Kristi Lowery - August 20, 2010 at 08:58 PM

“

Whenever I think back to my childhood there are lots of memories of Dr. Jack and the
Tepper clinic. I had a lot of respiratory problems and got pneumonia nearly every
winter. I was so saddened to hear of his passing.The Tepper Clinic it definately a
Chattanooga Landmark. May GOD be with you during his difficult time.

Carol Humphrey Millard - August 18, 2010 at 09:20 PM

“

Dr. Jack was a wonderful doctor, although at the time I didn't like the shots ! I wish he
was still in practice for my children.
He will be remembered warmly....
Sincerely,
John Pregulman

John Pregulman - August 16, 2010 at 02:13 PM

“

Dr.Jack was my doctor growing up in Chattanooga. He was such a gentle guy and a
great comfort to my parents when my brother or I were sick or hurt. You can't imagine
my surprise when I read in the KC Star that Dr. Jack was living right here in Overland
Park, and I never knew it. I've lived here for 15 years, but will never ever forget what
a great man and a great doctor your father was. I know you will miss him greatly. My
deepest sympathy to you and your family. ~Beth Brown

Beth Culpepper Brown - August 16, 2010 at 12:32 PM

“

DR. JACK WAS MY DOCTOR AS WELL AS MY CHILDRENS. ONE TIME MYSELF
AND MY DAUGHTER WERE BOTH ADMITTED TO HIS HOSPITAL TOGETHER.
WE BOTH HAD A SEVERE STOMACH VIRUS. THAT WAS BACK WHEN YOU
COULD GET WONDERFUL MEDICAL CARE.I HAVE MANY GREAT MEMORIES
OF DR. JACK AS WELL AS DR. DAVID. THEY ARE BOTH GREATLY MISSED.

JENNIFER WALTERS HUSKEY - August 16, 2010 at 09:54 AM

“

Our parents used both Dr. Jack and Dr. David in Chattanooga for many years
throughout our childhood. Chattanooga was blessed beyond belief to have 2 such
great drs. Dr. Jack saw us through many tough times. You will never be forgotten. I
can just hear the Lord say "Well done, my faithful servant". God bless you and your
family in this time of sorrow. Please know that you are not alone in your sorrow. God
Bless and keep you. The Fowler family from Chattanooga TN.

Sharon Fowler Hasting - August 15, 2010 at 10:35 AM

“

Ann- Such a great, caring, funny, excellent doctor. Remember the tonsillectomy in
'51...called me "Annabell" and made me feel like his daughter! I miss him!
Winston- He took out my tonsils in '50. Spent 11 days in the Tepper Clinic in '57,
successfully cured of osteomyelitis. Will always be grateful for all his care.

Ann Hixson McCarty and Winston McCarty - August 15, 2010 at 08:20 AM

“

I remember Dr. Jack very well. He took care of me and my brothers so long ago
when we were just little tikes living in East Ridge, Tennessee. His very gentle nature
and caring ways made an indilible impression on me, and I am very grateful for his
care. My family extends its thougtful prayers to the Tepper family.

Carl Wright - August 14, 2010 at 11:18 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. I worked as a nurse, nursing supervisor, and nursing
director with Dr "Jack" at his Tepper Hospital in the late 70's and early 80's. He was a
great pediatrician who cared a lot about his patients.I remember he wouldn't let you
refer to them as kids because those were baby goats. He will be missed.

Maureen Dawkins - August 14, 2010 at 08:36 PM

“

I am 69 years old. Dr. Tepper was was my
Doctor as a child. He came to our home on Missionary Ridge in Chattanooga in the
snow when I was about 5 years old, when I had pneumonia. He sewed my chin when
I had a bicycle wreck. He always called me Pumpkin. I will never forget what a
wonderfull caring man he was.
Brenda Cooper

Brenda Breneman Cooper - August 14, 2010 at 06:54 PM

“

I am sorry for your loss. I was a patient of your dad's from my birth thur age 18,and
also my older sister and younger brother. My mom passed away when I was 3, and
at age 4 I fell out of a moving car while out with my aunt. My dad having his hands
full with 3 children..came to the doctor's office where they had taken me..picked up
the phone called Dr.Jack he said I waiting for you bring her here..took me
surgery..took care of me and calmed by dad and he continued thur the years to do.
And with my dad having three children on his own..we visited Tepper's Clinic alot..Dr.
Jack was a true blessing to many. Our prayers will me with you and your family
during this time.

Mona Frisy Byer - August 14, 2010 at 02:26 PM

“

Cindy,sorry to read of your dad's passing. I couldn't help but remember the good
times we had at your house...getting sunburned so bad we missed a few days of
school. Eating smoked oysters on crackers. Just a few of the fun times! May God
bless you and your family. Linda Davis Pitner

Linda Davis Pitner - August 14, 2010 at 01:21 PM

“

Dr. Jack was my pediatrician as I was growing up in Chattanooga.TN. He was the
most caring doctor that Chattanooga ever had. His son David was my children's
doctor until he passed away. He was. also a great doctor. We absolutely loved and
respected the Tepper family. We have missed Dr. Jack since he retired and left
Chattanooga. I have told mystic children many stories about him. He truly left a great
mark on the world. There are families that would not be here if not for him. He saved
many children's lives and now they have families. He was truly one of the greatest
men that my family ever knew.

Angela Bain Wilson - August 14, 2010 at 12:38 PM

“

Dr. Tepper was my pediatrician in Chattanooga from 1964 until 1984! My husband,
daughters and I live in Marietta, GA and for some strange reason I looked up the
Chattanooga paper online tonight. Our family saw him for years! My brother, the
oldest, is 62, and I am the youngest at 46. Dr. Tepper diagnosed me with all my
allergies. I would walk into Tepper's every week for 7 years to get my allergy shots.
My sister-in-law, Maureen Dawkins, was a nurse there for years. What a wonderful
doctor he was. I am so sorry for your loss of both your mom and dad this year. God
bless you. Denise McNair

Denise Dawkins McNair - August 14, 2010 at 01:03 AM

“

CINDY AND ALL OF YOUR FAMILY-----I JUST READ THE ARTICLE ON YOUR
SECOND LOSS IN SUCH A SHORT TIME----THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND
BRILLIANT THINGS YOUR PARENTS DID ARE SO AMAZING---- I HOPE THAT
SOON SMILES WILL RETURN TO YOUR FACES AS YOU RECALL SO MANY
WONDERFUL MEMORIES-----MY SINCERE CONDOLENCES TO YOU, PHIL, AND
OF COURSE YOUR ENTIRE FAMILY-----FONDLY, JODY WEINER

JODY WEINER - August 13, 2010 at 07:49 PM

