Janet Sylvia Rau Cohen
December 15, 1916 - October 21, 2008

Janet Sylvia Rau Cohen of Overland Park, KS and formerly of Kansas City, MO passed
away Tuesday, October 21,2008. Funeral services will be 2:00pm Thursday October 23 at
The Louis Memorial Chapel, 6830 Troost Avenue. Burial Rose Hill Cemetery. In lieu of
flowers, memorial donations may be made to the Kehilath Israel Synagogue Library Fund
or to Mazon: A Jewish Response to Hunger or to the charity of your choice. Janet was
born on December 15, 1916 in Gulfport, Mississippi, the daughter of Israel and Helen Rau.
She moved with her family to New Orleans during The Depression. There, in 1942, she
met, on a blind date, Harry K. Cohen, M.D., who was preparing to deploy to the
Philippines as an Army general surgeon. After a brief World War II style courtship, they
were married. Their marriage lasted 54 years until Harry’s death in 1996. She was also
preceded in death by her parents, her sister, Emily Rau Levin and by her brother, Irving B.
Rau. Janet is survived by her son and daughter-in-law, Donald and Natalie Cohen of
Overland Park, and her daughter and son-in-law, Laurie and Joel Tepper of Chapel Hill,
NC. She is also survived by four grandchildren and three grandsons-in-law, Halley Cohen
Romanoff (Daniel), Daniel Cohen, Miriam Tepper (Adam Bass), and Abigail Tepper
(Agustin Chavez) and by four great-grandsons, Zekariah, Zohar, Samuel and Marcelo.
Janet’s primary interest was her family. She also enjoyed reading, cooking, mah
jong and bridge. She was a member of long-standing mah jong and bridge groups. Janet
was a member of both Kehilath Israel Synagogue and The Temple Congregation B’nai
Jehudah and their sisterhoods for many years and the Menorah Medical Center’s
Women’s Auxillary. Janet will be remembered for her optimistic nature and for her
wonderful sense of humor. She was beloved by her family and friends and will be greatly
missed.
The Family wishes to thank the nurses and staff at Village Shalom, both in the Alzheimer’s
Unit and the Health Center, for their excellent care.

Comments

“

Dear Don and Laurie and Paul...I just read in the Chronicle of your mother's death. I
am so saddened. She was a wonderful woman, almost like a mother to me when we
were kids. I have so many wonderful memories of playing basketball, handball, hide
and seak, games in your house, sitting and watching tv with your parents, going for
ice cream, mumblypeg in the front yard. We had a great childhood made so much
better by your Mom and Dad.
Just knowing your Mom has made me a better one.
Fondly,
Marsha

Marsha Goodman Soloff - November 14, 2008 at 08:54 AM

“

We where so sorry to hear of the passing
of your mother. She must have been very
proud of you for what you are as a person
and must have been a great influence on you.
Yours,
Alayne and J D

ALAYNE AND J D MOONEY - November 04, 2008 at 01:45 AM

“

Don, we are very sorry for the loss of your mother. There is no duplicate to a mothers
love & care.

Rosie, Joseph, & Marty Siess - October 26, 2008 at 11:42 AM

“

Don, on Yom Kippur we read that a person's death is more important than his/her
birth. At birth, we don't know the person's potential; only at death do we know this.
Together with G-d's help, we have benefitted greatly from who your mother and
father produced. Don, I will forever be grateful for the care you gave my father. I hope
that the many good memories you helped make, with your parents, sustain you and
comfort you at this difficult time.
Sonny and Max

Sonny and Max Singer - October 24, 2008 at 02:07 PM

“

She was truly a lovely lady. She always reminded me of Lynn's mother, Phyllis. I
know that she will be truly missed.

Renee Kuluva - October 24, 2008 at 10:02 AM

“

May you find peace as Janet finds peace with her maker. She was married to a very
fine man, my doctor for many years and has a good son, the doctor! May you, the
family find joy in all your remembrances of Janet.

Harriett Silver - October 23, 2008 at 12:12 PM

“

It was such a privilage to have taken care of Janet. She had such a great sense of
humor. She will be missed. Sorry for your loss.

Vicki Johnson RN - October 22, 2008 at 12:29 PM

