Joe Ann "Joe" Levine Kratchman
April 11, 1936 - April 18, 2020

Joe Ann “Joe” Levine Kratchman, 84, of Overland Park, KS passed away peacefully on
April 18, 2020. A private family service will be held. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be
made to a charity of one’s choice.
Joe was born April 11, 1936 in Kansas City, MO to the late Gertrud G and Sidney
Berkowitz. She was a life-long resident of the area, graduating from Southwest High
School and later attending the University of Michigan.
Joe never strove to pave the road of life for her children, only to offer them a roadmap
marked with ideals and virtues. Her greatest pride was their personal and professional
success in life. Her passion was people, she knew very few strangers.
Joe remained actively involved in her good friends’ lives from day camp and her camp in
Wisconsin, from grade school and high school and college. She was an active force in
organizing reunions for the Southwest Class of 1954; while raised in an era of
volunteerism, she chose to work at KU Medical Center for 32 years and the friends she
made there remained just that, her friends and her support.
She spent hours reading, she loved her Study Group and her bridge groups; she was
involved in the community through numerous organizations and a life-long membership at
The Temple, Congregation B’nai Jehudah.
And with her Arnie, her friend, her love, her bashert- her meant to be- her life was good.
Joe was loved by all who knew her and Arnie loved her with all his heart. And now, his
heart is broken.
In addition to her parents, Joe was preceded in death by her sister, Dee Dee Dale and her
husband, Ed Levine.
She is survived by her loving husband, Arnie; children: Terry Levine (Julie) of Leawood,

Marcie Meyer (Michael) of Omaha; Robyn Schwartz (Ron) of Chicago; step-children: Jeff
Kratchman of Mesa, Jill Roberts (Mike) of Grandview, Jamie Himpel (James) of New York;
grandchildren: Adam (Amanda), Samantha and Elliot Levine, Steven and Rachel (Andy)
Meyer, Evi, Noa, Mati and Shai Schwartz, Mackenzie (Stefan) Miller, Phil (Phoebe)
Roberts, Brady and Reiley Himpel and two great-grandchildren: Cora Miller and Olivia
Levine.

Cemetery
Rose Hill Cemetery
6900 Troost Avenue
Kansas City, MO,

Comments

“

Marcie;Sending you my deepest condolences. I hope your good memories of your
mother will help to heal your loss. Although I didn't attend Southwest, I know of her
yearly efforts to keep the Southwest alum together. It was a big job but I'm sure she
enjoyed doing it.
You'll never forget her ready smile and friendly demeanor.
Love to you and Michael from Gayle's mom,
Betty Bikson

betty l. bikson - April 23 at 01:35 PM

“

Joe Ann and I were classmates at Border Star and Southwest. She was such a
vivacious personality and loved by everyone. She was the head organizer of our
Southwest High School reunions and will be sorely missed. John Giesecke.

John Giesecke - April 23 at 11:39 AM

“

We met about 16 years ago when we both were taking bridge lessons. Little did I
realize that it would be the beginning of a long friendship. We played bridge almost
every Thursday afternoon over the years. I will miss her! To Arnie and their families, I
extend my sympathy. Peace be with you all.

Jan McDiffett - April 23 at 10:26 AM

“

Carole And Bernard Ellis lit a candle in memory of Joe Ann "Joe" Levine Kratchman

carole and bernard ellis - April 22 at 08:53 PM

“

I only knew Joe for a few years recently. She played a great game of bridge. I was
very fortunate to know her. For a little woman she bought a great deal of joy to my
life.

Ginny Chais - April 22 at 04:02 PM

“

My mother, Marjorie Montague, was deeply saddened today to read the obituary
page and see Joe in the listing. They were long time friends and members of a
decades old book study group. They were good friends. I remember Joe for her
thoughtfulness and spirit of enjoying her life and friends. We remember her fondly
and miss her.

Lisa Montague - April 22 at 11:38 AM

“

How sad we are to read of "Josie's" passing. Jo and I go back a long time from our
days at KU Med. We all loved her quick wit and always good advice. She was the
force that kept all our docs in line and up to date with ALL the paper work that had to
be done. Our daughter Kate was a good friend of Robyn's. I'll miss our quick
meetings at the Price Chopper on 95th and Mission. Rest in peace dear Jo. Your
spirit still lives on. Alice and Jim Algie

Alice Algie - April 22 at 11:17 AM

“

In loving memory from a couple who were introduced by Joe 50 years ago! As very
longtime friends, this delightful woman was so special to us both. We will miss her.
What a pleasure it has been to have known her all these years.
"Boo" and John Van Haften

john van haften - April 22 at 09:57 AM

“

We are very saddened to hear that we will no longer have this classy lady at any
family gatherings. Tom and I truly admired her and will miss her smile and sense of
humor. Please accept our deepest sympathy.

Karen Mayse - April 21 at 11:08 PM

“

Julie and Terry, We are so sorry for the loss of you Mom. Please know that you all
are in our prayers. Xoxo, Lisa and Greg Kurz

Lisa and Greg Kurz - April 21 at 06:26 PM

“

To all of Joe's family I am so saddened by Joe's death. Our relationship began in the
late 70's when we (with our husband's of blessed memory) drove our sons, Terry and
Keith to Tulane to enroll for their freshman year at Tulane The several days we spent
together at that time forged a lovely friendship help sustain you which endured
whether we saw each other often or not. Her endearing manner, sense of humor and
caring were special..I know your fond memories of her will help sustain you.....Flossie
Pack

Flossie Pack - April 21 at 05:01 PM

“

To Terry, Julie and family. We are so sorry to hear the news of your mom's passing.
Please know that you are in our thoughts at this difficult time.
Stephen and Robyn Smith

Stephen Smith - April 21 at 01:28 PM

“

I cannot imagine a Southwest event without Joe. She seemed to be the glue that
kept our class together all these years. Joe was one of the kindest, most thoughtful
people I ever knew. She always greeted me with the biggest smile and made
everyone she meet feel special. My deepest condolences to Arnold and the whole
family. May her memory always be for a blessing. Carla Klausner

carla klausner - April 21 at 12:16 PM

“

Walter Fink lit a candle in memory of Joe Ann "Joe" Levine Kratchman

Walter Fink - April 20 at 04:47 PM

“

To Terry and Julie, We are so very sorry to hear of your dear mother's passing. It's
always difficult to lose a parent. How wonderful that she had the blessing of a great
granddaughter! May lovely memories replace the sorrow you are feeling now. You're
in our thoughts and prayers. Larry and Ellen Green

Larry Green - April 20 at 01:59 PM

“

We are so sorry for your loss and you are all in our prayers. Xoxoxo, love, Lisa and
Greg Kurz

Lisa and Greg Kurz - April 20 at 01:49 PM

