Lee Jahr Kanter
September 10, 1939 - May 5, 2020

Lee Jahr Kanter passed away peacefully on Tuesday May 5, 2020, with family and friends
surrounding her through the end.
Lee was born on September 10, 1939, the daughter of Dr. Herman and Esther Jahr in
Omaha, Nebraska.
Lee graduated from Central High School and at age 17, enrolled in college at the
University of Nebraska. She studied both music and elementary education. She was an
accomplished pianist and she loved the arts.
While attending college, Lee met and fell in love with Arnold Kanter who had just
graduated from the University of Missouri-Columbia. Lee and Arnold were married August
21, 1957.
In 1958, Lee or “Goose” as Arnold and Lee called each other, lived in Manheim, Germany
where Arnold served in the U.S. Army’s Medical Corp.
In 1959, Lee and Arnold moved to Omaha, Nebraska. While Arnold attended the
University of Nebraska’s School of Medicine, Lee pursued her passion, teaching children
in the Omaha School District.
In 1963, Lee and Arnold moved to Kansas City, Missouri. Arnold completed his internship
at St. Mary’s Hospital and together, they raised two children. Lee loved to meet people
and to get actively involved with philanthropic organizations. She served as an officer in
Hadassah, ORT, B’nai B’rith, and The Hyman Brand Hebrew Academy PTA.
Lee loved to travel as a family all over the World. She would often say that traveling and
meeting people is the best education. Throughout most of her life and even towards the
end of her life, she adored the opportunity to play Bridge and Maj Jong.

For 15 years, Lee taught 2nd and 3rd grade in the Kansas City Missouri School District.
Besides providing the children with a unique educational experience, Lee would often
spend many hours working after school, serving those in need as a helpful guide and a
good friend to some of the City’s most poverty-stricken children.
Lee taught at the Temple’s Sunday school for several years. She knew how important it
was to share her knowledge about Jewish heritage, traditions, and values.
In 1989, Lee decided that it was a time for a change in her professional life. She decided
to pursue a career in residential real estate sales. As a former educator and as a person
who had a genuine interest in making people happy, she became a successful real estate
agent. Lee earned sales awards and the admiration from fellow agents and customers.
She served as a mentor for the newer agents, and she would often become good friends
with her customers and fellow agents and brokers. She treated all of her dear friends as if
they were part of her family.
Whether Lee was returning home from a hard day’s work at school or showing houses,
Lee always managed to cook and serve family dinners at home. She believed that family
bonds are important, and she inspired her kids to make the most out of their lives, to love
family, and Judaism, and do what you can do to help others less fortunate.
To her grandchildren, Lee was known as “Gaga”. Gaga cherished all of the moments she
shared with her grandchildren. She was very proud of their accomplishments and they all
blessed her with lots of nachas and love.
Lee, our lady of perpetual simchas loved to plan and host parties. She looked forward to
celebrating each and every joyous occasion. Friends, family, colleagues, customers were
all invited; and everyone felt a spirit of togetherness.
She never let anything get her down, and her humor and friendly outgoing personality
were loved by so many of the people that she had touched.
Lee was preceded in death by her husband of 38 years Arnold Kanter, M.D. parents
Herman and Esther Jahr and her sister Betty Halpert. Survivors include her daughter, Lily
(Marc) of Mill Valley, California; son, Herman (Ann) of Leawood, Kansas; and her
grandchildren, Aaron, Max, Zeke, and Nate.
Burial will be at the graveside plot at Rose Hill Cemetery in Kansas City, Missouri, that due
to current COVID-19 the funeral services will be private with only the immediate family.

In lieu of flowers, contributions to The Temple, Congregation B’nai Jehudah, Overland
Park, KS will be greatly appreciated.

Cemetery Details
Rose Hill Cemetery
6900 Troost Avenue
Kansas City, MO

Tribute Wall

KN

Lee who I dearly loved was a beautiful friend. I am sad to just now find out of her
passing. I tried to find her daughter Lily in hopes of find out how she was doing. I
moved from Kansas and we kept in contact by phone for a long time up to prob a
couple years back... We would cook and we would laugh and of course drink thru
it... I met her thru a friend when I was buying and selling a home. What a
wonderful spirit she is - I learned much from her and loved her very much. Lily if
you are reading this...it is Kathy from Kansas - your mom brought me such joy!!!
kathleen a niemiec - February 02, 2021 at 02:46 PM

JJ

Mrs. Kanter was my 2nd grade teacher at Longfellow. She was one of my favorite
teachers in life. I remember she shared stories of her faith and even made us
potato pancakes in class. She had a heart of gold and this 48 year old will always
hold her in my heart. Prayers to her family. I was blessed to have known her.
Jennifer Price
Jennifer jones - May 27, 2020 at 11:18 PM

LK

Jennifer this is the most beautiful post thank you I would love to reach out to you
separately if you could send me a note lily@boonsupply.com this is Lee’s daughter
Lily Kanter - June 12, 2020 at 10:58 AM

MM

I loved working with your mom. She was so full of life, always with a smile on her
face and just a good person. She will be dearly missed by many and certainly our
real estate community. My thoughts and prayers go out to you and your family.
Melanie Jacobs McGraw
Melanie Jacobs McGraw - May 25, 2020 at 04:51 PM

SL

I lost touch with Lee over the years, but reading about her passing brought back
some treasured memories. When my wife Hilary (z"l) and I moved back to
Kansas City in the 1970's, Lee and Arnold were among the first people to reach
out to us outside of Hilary's family, We shared many good times with them in
those years. If memory serves correctly, I believe that Lee and Hilary were
colleagues for a few months when Hilary took a long-term substitute teaching job
at Longfellow Elementary School, which she left when our second son was born.
As I recall, Lee and Arnold were members of Temple Beth El in those years, so
we were connected to the Kanter family in that way, and I recall attending the Barand Bat Mitzvahs of their two children. I remember Lee as being exceptionally
friendly and outgoing. I believe that is what her children will remember when their
current period of mourning is complete.
--Stu Lewis
STU LEWIS - May 15, 2020 at 11:03 PM

AC

Dear Lily, I am so sorry your mother has left this world, though I am grateful she is
not suffering anymore AND you were with her through many days that mattered
the most. She transcended with the knowledge that her family loved her and
cared for her to extraordinary levels...L'Chaim and God Bless. My only (and very
important!) memory of your mother is of our one meeting, during which we shared
all the magic and comedy and hard cold strategy of the game of THE PRICE IS
RIGHT. Your mother was a pro on the subject, and I an addict to her wisdom and
humor. I am sorry she and I didn't get to watch together and wonder who next
would be asked to, "come on down!" May she price and rest in peace. xoxo, amy
Amy Curtis-McIntyre - May 15, 2020 at 08:23 PM

DG

Herman, Ann: We are so sorry to hear about the loss of your mother. I know how
difficult this is. Our deepest condolences. David, Deborah and Meredith Goldstein
Deborah Goldstein - May 14, 2020 at 06:41 PM

SG

Stephanie Goldberg lit a candle in memory of Lee Jahr
Kanter

Stephanie Goldberg - May 12, 2020 at 04:36 PM

MS

In the short time I was able to get to know Lee, I could see her brilliance, and
beauty and kindness... which is a mirror into the heart of her daughter. She
shared stories with me, that showed how much she loved her grandchildren and
how proud she was of Lily. The way that Lily celebrates family, friends and her
community is clearly a gemstone that Lee passed on to her daughter. Her light
shines on through her daughter & son and grandchildren!
Maxwell Susanne - May 11, 2020 at 03:54 PM

MM

Herman & Lily - So sorry to hear of your mom's passing.
Sending you and your family Much Love and Aloha.
~Michelle Melson Mock

Michelle Melson Mock - May 11, 2020 at 02:47 PM

EN

A beautiful and kind soul that we have had the honor of knowing well and being a
part of her family for over 50 years. We have shared those fabulous happy times
and the very sad ones in her life. She was not only a person who was intellectual,
a fine pianist, but was aware of all that was happening in the world, and took
personal action to make the world a better place when possible.. We enjoyed her
special sense of humor that kept us smiling or laughing without end.
Entertainment in her home was one of her passions, and we can recall so many
occasions.You could also count on Lee without asking when needed-she was
always there. We feel sad that she had so many difficulties in her later years, but
her strength shined through with smile and grace.
This was a life we'll lived with memories stretching far into the future for family
members, young and old and the many friends that she touched over the years.
We will not forget you Lee. You are missed but in our hearts.
With Love,
Gene and Marsha Naron, Greg and Stephen
Eugene and Marsha Naron - May 11, 2020 at 01:48 PM

EN

Eugene And Marsha Naron lit a candle in memory of Lee
Jahr Kanter

Eugene and Marsha Naron - May 11, 2020 at 01:26 PM

GS

We are so saddened at the loss of our dear cousin Lee.
There are so many wonderful times to remember but here
is one. Lee loved her family, friends and pets fiercely. A
birthday party including hats and a barbeque was not
unusual. I remember the first one we were invited to along
with our dog. It was a true birthday celebration as only Lee
could do. As I said there are so many wonderful memories that so many will
remember.
Lee was a cornerstone of our family and will be so very missed. Gatherings will
be missing a life force.
Rest in peace
Much Love
Gary and Lynn Singer
Gary Singer - May 09, 2020 at 08:27 PM

RH

I worked with Lee when she was President of Hyman Brand
Hebrew Academy Auxiliary. She was a hard worker striving
to make the school a success. We had a good time at a
convention with past president Joan March and myself.
Good memories. Please accept my deepest sympathy.
Rickie Haith
Rickie Haith - May 09, 2020 at 06:28 PM

BK

We are saddened to learn of Lee's passing. We became closer to her when she
helped us find our condo. We had a lot of laughs along the way. She had a keen
sense of humor and would regale us with great stories about various members of
the Kanter family Damon Runyon could not have done better. We will miss her.
Bill and Pam Kanter.
Bill Kanter - May 09, 2020 at 05:28 PM

AT

Ann Tannenbaum lit a candle in memory of Lee Jahr Kanter

Ann Tannenbaum - May 09, 2020 at 03:54 PM

JS

Our deepest sympathy to Herman, Lily & all the family. Many good Bridlespur
memories.
Our thoughts are with you.
Judy, Stan, Amy, Robin & Corey Samberg
Judy Samberg - May 09, 2020 at 01:49 PM

EF

I remember her smile. She was always happy to see everyone who visited and
greeted them as if they were esteemed guests.
Ellen Finestone - May 08, 2020 at 08:09 PM

AH

Herman and Lily, So very sorry to hear of your mother's passing. She and your
father lived across from my parents in Bridlespur And I had the chance to visit
with her at Nan and Sid's house. She was a lovely woman. May she rest in
peace.
Annette Haynes - May 08, 2020 at 05:43 PM

CG

Carol and Marvin Goldstein

Carol and Marvin Goldstein - May 08, 2020 at 03:30 PM

EM

Aunt Lee an amazing woman. She was by far the most beautiful, generous, loving
person we’ve ever known. Her beautiful smile would light up a room. We loved to
hear her stories. She was so proud of her kids and grand kids. She loved to travel
and shared her fantastic experiences with others. She enjoyed life to the fullest.
She was one of the best hosts around! We are sooo very blessed to have had her
in our lives.
With much love,
Elissa and Robert
Elissa and Robert miss her very much - May 08, 2020 at 02:55 PM

CP

What a wonderful tribute to a lovely lady. I first met Lee when we worked together
in real estate. She always had a warm and friendly smile & was happy to see you.
My condolences to your family. I know your sweet memories of Lee will bring you
much comfort & joy.
Carole Plesser - May 08, 2020 at 01:16 PM

DT

Damien Timms lit a candle in memory of Lee Jahr Kanter

Damien Timms - May 08, 2020 at 12:51 PM

FS

So sad to learn of Lee's passing. Please accept our deepest condolences. We
were very fond of Lee and have many joyful memories. Please send me your
email addresses, Herman and Lily, so I can share more wonderful memories with
you. May her memory be a blessing.
Frieda Kanter Soble
fsoble@aol.com
Frieda Soble - May 08, 2020 at 12:45 PM

PA

Phyllis & Leonard Arenson lit a candle in memory of Lee
Jahr Kanter

phyllis & leonard arenson - May 08, 2020 at 11:20 AM

JZ

Dear Family,
Stan and I are so sorrowed to learn of Lee's death. She was a lady who always
had a warm smile and greeting for everyone. I first met her as a wife of an M.U.
fraternity brother of Stan's, and later played bridge with her through National
Council of Jewish Women, as well as, socially. She was a very bright and lovely
lady. She will surely be missed by many. May her memory always be for a
blessing.
Joyce and Stan Zeldin
Joyce Zeldin - May 08, 2020 at 10:43 AM

WF

Walter Fink lit a candle in memory of Lee Jahr Kanter

Walter Fink - May 08, 2020 at 10:32 AM

DP

Going to miss my cousin/girlfriend! What a lady.
We laughed as well as cried together. She was always there when you needed a
friend.So many memories that will never be forgotten. She will be missed by all those
she was ever in contact with over the years.RIP
Davida Pessen - May 08, 2020 at 05:50 PM

EJ

My deepest condolences to you all on the loss of your dear mother. She was my
sunday school teacher and friend so many years ago. As the years went on, and we
would run into each other, we always reminisced about those times. I will always
treasure her. Ellyn Jacobs
Ellyn Jacobs - May 18, 2020 at 07:35 PM

