Lennie Berkowitz
October 27, 1929 - March 10, 2019

Born in Chicago, Illinois, Lennie graduated from the University of Illinois with a BA and a
graduate degree from K.U. in special education. Lennie’s focus was the enrichment of
other people’s lives through the arts, demonstrated by her time, energy and leadership in
too many organizations to name. Lennie was a founding member of Young Audience and
continued her commitment for more than 40 years both locally and nationally; she was an
original member of the Friends of Alvin Ailey (local and national); Contemporary Arts
Society (Chairman); Friends of Chamber Music (founder); Chair of the UMKC Gallery of
Art; Chair of the Contemporary Arts Society (founder); chair of UMKC Gallery of Art;
member of the Kansas City Ballet. In addition to the arts, she was involved with the
Kansas City HeadStart and a member of the Kansas City Landmark Commission,
appointed by Mayor Cleaver. Lennie was a lifelong activist in political life of Kansas City.
Later in life, Lennie was involved with a national conference highlighting ceramists from all
over the United States, inspiring her and Garth Clark to open the first gallery dedicated
solely to ceramic arts in Kansas City. The gallery began at her home in 1985 and later the
Cohen-Berkowitz Gallery opened in 1994. Her love of the ceramics was infectious. Lennie
and her husband Jerry leave a strong legacy in all aspects of the arts in our community.
Lennie was preceded in death by her husband, Jerry Berkowitz, sons, Lee and John
Berkowitz, daughter Julie Berkowitz, and her sister Elise Rosen. She is survived by her
daughter Gail Berkowitz-Gifford, Robin, grandchildren Katie Robinson and Jake Gifford,
and great-granddaughter Regan Robinson; Debbie Berkowitz and her grandchildren,
Sarah and Aaron; Carol Hadesman, Barney and Ursula Berkowitz; and many other family
members. In lieu of flowers, the family suggests donations to the local Young Audience,
3732 Main Street, Kansas City, Missouri 64111 or the local Planned Parenthood. There
will be a memorial service at the Nelson Adkins Museum on May 11th from 5:30 to 7:30
p.m., 4525 Oak Street, Kansas City, MO 64111.

Events
MAY
11

Memorial service

05:30PM - 07:30PM

Nelson Atkins Museum
4525 Oak Street, Kansas City, MO, US, 64111

Comments

“

I didn't know Lennie very well even though we live(d) in the same building. She
always called me by name...it seems as if we could have been good friends because
of our love of art. I will miss her always! Honore Ashcraft

Honore Ashcraft - March 29 at 08:33 PM

“

Debbie, I'm so very sorry for your loss. She sounds like an amazing woman.
Barbara Bishop

BARBARA BISHOP - March 14 at 09:50 PM

“

Lennie was one of a kind. Super smart, community minded and had amazing taste,
especially in the visual arts. I always enjoyed talking to her at events because I
respected her and learned so much from her. Because her mind was so curious, she
seemed ageless to me. Thank you, Lennie, for everything you did for Kansas City.
You made it a better place And many condolences to her wonderful family.

ann isenberg - March 14 at 03:38 PM

“

Surely be missed

cecille silverman - March 12 at 11:53 PM

“

How we loved Lenny! She was the best and will truly be blessed!wish we were
there.our love and thoughts are with all of you. Cecille & Albert

cecille silverman - March 12 at 11:52 PM

