Leon Goodhart
August 20, 1929 - June 9, 2012

The world lost an extraordinary man when Leon Goodhart, 82, of Overland Park, Kansas,
passed away on June 9, 2012. All are welcome to join the family for graveside services at
10:30am Wednesday, June 13, 2012 at Rose Hill Cemetery, 6900 Troost Avenue, Kansas
City, Missouri. In lieu of flowers, the family suggests contributions to the Midwest Center
for Holocaust Education, 5801 W. 115th St., Suite 106, Overland Park, KS 6621-1800.
While it is impossible to sum up this incredible life story in a short obituary, we will say that
Leon was born August 20, 1929 in Lodz, Poland to Chiel and Zlata Gutharc. Having
survived the Holocaust only with his mother, Leon immigrated to Kansas City in 1949 to
find work with his great uncle, Jake Hyman, at the Country Club Shoe Store in Brookside,
where he would spend the remainder of his working life. It’s fair to say that Leon was an
icon in the Brookside business community and the Greater Kansas City Metropolitan Area
in general. Literally fitting generations of kids in shoes, there were many parents that
wouldn’t consider having anyone else touch their children’s feet. Up until he passed away,
Leon could still be found strolling the streets of Brookside, offering his time and energy to
give back to the community that gave so much to him over the years. But it wasn’t all
about work with Leon. He was a loving husband, father and mentor to many people
around the world who have fond memories of him recounting countless stories on various
topics ranging from world peace to why he insisted on cutting his small lawn with a riding
lawn mower. Leon opened his heart and home to countless family and friends, including
an over 30-year relationship with People to People International. As a People to People
Ambassador, Leon, and his wife, Iris, mentored dozens of foreign military officers and their
families who were attending the internationally-known Command and General Staff
College in Leavenworth, Kansas. The relationships that were created as a result of his
generosity span across the globe. Leon was also a Korean War veteran, which if you did
the math, meant that he survived one war only to turn around and fight in another,
although his service did, in an interesting twist of fate, serve to expedite becoming a
United States citizen. He also was a life-long member of Temple B’nai Jehudah. Always
wanting a better life for his children, Leon did what was necessary to make sure that the
tools for success, be it guitar lessons, business opportunities or education dollars, were
available to his children and grandchildren. Leon spoke several languages, some not as

well as others (hint: Spanish), and loved to travel. He frequently visited family and friends
in Israel, Belgium, Holland, Germany and, more recently, Poland for the first time since
World War II. He also spent quite a bit of time vacationing with his immediate family in
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, where it was not uncommon to see him body-surfing at high-tide
with his grandchildren. Leon is predeceased by his father and mother, and his wife, Iris, of
57 years, who recently passed away in February. He is survived by three children:
Douglas Goodhart (wife, Laurence) of Countryside, Kansas, Julie Goodhart of Overland
Park, Kansas, & David Goodhart (wife, Leah) of Dallas, Texas; four grandchildren: Emilie
Englehard (husband, Benn), Grace Goodhart, Cash Goodhart & Lucie Goodhart; and the
very many people who consider Leon part of their “extended family”. Finally, the family
would like to point out that Leon was often affectionately referred to around the world as
“Saba Léon,” which in the Hebrew language, translates to “Grandpa Leon”. However,
while it’s true that Leon was a grandfather in every sense of the word, words cannot
express the impact he had on the lives of others. So many people came to Leon for advice
and counsel that the use of the word “Saba,” we believe in our hearts, was meant more as
a sign of respect than its literal translation intended. A person who was truly larger than
life itself, it seems that the world stopped spinning on June 9th – if just for a brief moment
in time -- to mourn the passing of Saba Léon. May he finally rest in peace.

Comments

“

Dear Doug,Julie and David, dear family,
Rixt and I were so sorry to hear the news that Leon passed away. He was a
remarkable personality that will stay in our minds forever. We loved to come over to
your parents house, while in KC, and it was wonderfull to meet him here in Europe
when he travelled. I remember eating fish with him in Brussels when he visited
family, Brussels where I now live!
We wish you all the best and know that he will remembered in Europe as well, being
so good for many families. He is now with Iris, and they will rest in peace.
Love, Koen and Rixt

koen gijsbers en rixt meines - June 21, 2012 at 05:13 PM

“

Dear family,
I just returned from Israel and was shocked to hear that your father had died. He was
such a dear man: always cheerful and kind. I will never forget him, and truly regret
that I will no longer run into him at places like Panera on Mission Road. I hope that
the good memories of times past will help to assuage the pain of loss. Leon was a
truly good person.

Rabbi Mark Levin - June 21, 2012 at 04:35 PM

“

We were so shocked and saddened to hear of Leon's passing. He was such a great
friend to the Kanarek family and will be greatly missed. It is very to hard to look past
the backyard of our parents' house knowing that Leon and Iris are not there. The
Goodharts are like extended family, and our father and Leon were like brothers who
shared a common past. In their corner of Round Hill, they created the warm and safe
environment that they had not experienced in Poland.

Eli and Amy Kanarek - June 18, 2012 at 08:36 PM

“

My heart was sadden when I heard that our dear friend Leon had passed. I am
thinking of all the Goodhart children and grandchildren and know that many
wonderful memories will be shared this weekend as you remember your dad, "Saba
Leon".
I will miss him very, very much!
With much love to you all,
Martha

Martha Swords Birkins - June 17, 2012 at 04:49 PM

“

Through my long-time friendship with Julie, I had the honor to know Iris and Leon,
what a great loss both of these individuals are to our world and to the community.
Leon always had time for everyone with a smile, and of course my mother would not
take us anywhere but to Leon for our shoes. A wonderful legacy Leon has left to
Brookside and to our world and to those that knew him. From my family to yours,

Brenda Ginsberg-Sherman - June 17, 2012 at 12:51 PM

“

Chers Julie, Doug et David,
Malgre la distance, j'etais très proche de vos parents et en particulier de votre Papa.
Je suis très touche et triste de cette disparition , elle marque la fin d'une page de
l'histoire de notre famille.
J'espere de tout mon coeur que les liens familiaux persisteront non seulement entre
nous mais également au niveau de nos enfants.
Je suis en pensée avec vous.
Je vous embrasse .
Leo
(+ Diane , Carole et Olivier, Julien et Olivier)

Leo Grosman - June 17, 2012 at 07:39 AM

“

Julie, so very sorry to learn of your father's death. With your mother's passing such a
short time ago, I can only imagine how hard this must be. If it's any consolation, our
prayers are with you & our hearts go out to you.

Gayle (Cohen) & David Shechter - June 15, 2012 at 03:50 PM

“

Julie, David and Doug,
Your parents were such everlasting and outstanding members of our 87th St.
community and it pains us all to have lost both of them. Leon was so high spirited
during his recent visit to the house, that he inspired a new zest for life that was felt by
both Addie and myself. I hope we can all take a little of that zeal and pass it to
others. He touched many lives and will be missed by so many people.
Greg Trempy

Gregory Trempy - June 13, 2012 at 07:47 PM

“

Leon was so happy and healthy appearing when he stopped by the house to wish
me well. l was shocked when I read the paper and found my helpful neighbor had
passed away.
My sincere condolences to family in the loss of a wonderful, charming father,
grandfather and friend.
My fond memories will stay with me, and the neighborhood will miss him dearly.
Sincerely sent,
Adeline Trempy

Adeline Trempy - June 13, 2012 at 07:25 PM

“

Dear Julie, I didn't even know about your mother passing! What a shock! I just
remember you all coming into Bed Bath and Beyond and visiting with you. I hope you
are holding up as well as you can. Come see me and you and I will visit. Fondly,
Martha Gail

Martha Gail Fogel Hughey - June 13, 2012 at 05:35 PM

“

I was shocked and saddened to hear of Leon's passing. He was such a generous
man in every sense of the word and it was a joy to spend Passover with him in 2011.
My family sends our most sincere condolences to all of you.

Robyn Samuels - June 13, 2012 at 03:11 PM

“

What a special person. Leon was such a memorable presence in my childhood that
the opportunity to talk with him and know him as an adult seemed like a unique treat
each time I would see him. May his memory be for a blessing.

Rita Cortes - June 13, 2012 at 12:08 PM

“

I am unable to attend services for Leon secondary to surgery on Monday. I will
always honer Leon and his gentle love for those around him. If not for Leon and a
crazy OD, I would be in a wheelchair today. Thank you Leon! We will meet again.
Ricki

Richard "Ricki" Howard - June 13, 2012 at 10:54 AM

“

Dear Leon's Family,
I just wanted to offer my sincerest prayers and condolences in the passing of Leon.
He was everything the obituary said and so much more. I work in one of the offices at
Brookside Plaza and had come to love him dearly. Coming into work every day will
never be the same. He was one of a kind and a truly amazing and giving man. He
will be missed by all.
Again, you have my deepest sympathies and prayers.
Ina Splitter

Ina Splitter - June 13, 2012 at 10:35 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear about the passing of your father. I am happy I got to see both
your Mom and Dad last June with my Aunt Roselle. My thoughts are with all of you.
Love, Amy

Amy Thatcher (Solomon) - June 12, 2012 at 07:42 PM

“

I, like so many other mothers, remember Leon so well as the ONLY person we would
ever consider allowing to fit our kids (now grown and parents themselves) We always
sensed what a kind and lovely man he was, but learned even more when reading his
obituary. As so many people have already said, we have all suffered a loss. We send
our deepest condolences to your entire family and hope the many wonderful
memories you have of times together and the love of so many people who knew and
loved Leon, will be a comfort to you now.
Sincerely,
Steve and Judy Sherry

judy sherry - June 12, 2012 at 05:39 PM

“

A truely wonderful and loving person has passed away. We were lucky enough to
meet with Leon and Iris in 1999 during our stay in the US. We never lost contact
since then. We will always keep both in our hearts and will continue considering
ourselves part of the big Goodhart family. We wish Leon's children, his grandchildren
and his many friends lots of love and warmth in these difficult times.

Rein & Ellen Schravendeel, the Netherlands - June 12, 2012 at 04:30 PM

“

I was deeply saddened to hear that this world had lost a great and kind man in Leon.
At the visitation for my father in February, the first person to greet me and offer
condolences was Leon Goodhart. His concern meant the world to me, and I will
never forget his taking time out of his very busy schedule just to offer a few minutes
of sympathy to me. Rest in peace, Leon. You will be dearly missed.

Kevin Roberts - June 12, 2012 at 04:11 PM

“

Truly, Leon Goodhart was a man of the world. He always took time to help those in
need of his great capacity to give. We are thankful he was our friend.

Ben and Joy Swank - June 12, 2012 at 03:12 PM

“

Julia you have my heartfelt sympathy I loved your dad he was an awesome person. If
you need anything don't hesitate to call. The world did indeed loose a great man. RIP
Leon you will be truly missed!!!

Anita Sims - June 12, 2012 at 02:38 PM

“

Doug, David, Julie,
I'm so sorry to hear about your dad. I just saw him last week! He will always be an
important person in my life for the small but huge favor he did for us by letting us
lease the space at 6322 Brookside Blvd. If not for Leon, my life would have been
very different. Our families link back to when your dad first came here (from what he
told me) and I'm very sad to hear that I won't see him around Brookside anymore. I
hope you are all doing okay.

Gail Lozoff - June 12, 2012 at 10:42 AM

“

On behalf of the Horwitz family we send our Deepest Sympathy to all of you.
Bob & Marcia Horwitz
Sherri Horwitz Hermanson
Kim Horwitz Komet
Jeff Horwitz

Sherri Horwitz Hermanson - June 12, 2012 at 10:15 AM

“

Dear Julie and family, We are so sorry to learn that Leon has passed. You are in our
thoughts and prayers. He was a wonderful man....Fondly, Lee and Jeremiah
Finnegan

Lee and Jeremiah Finnegan - June 12, 2012 at 09:57 AM

“

A beautiful obituary for an extraordinary sole. May he rest in peace and always be
remembered.

adam elyachar - June 12, 2012 at 09:19 AM

“

We are so very sorry for your loss especially so soon after the loss of your mother.
Our hearts and prayers go with you.

Dana and Scott Fitzgerald - June 11, 2012 at 11:28 PM

“

Leon was one of a kind. One of the finest men I ever knew. The world is a sadder
place with him not in it.

Roy Beaty - June 11, 2012 at 11:27 PM

“

My condolences to the family of Leon Goodhart.

Walter Rosel - June 11, 2012 at 09:47 PM

“

We are among the many who will miss Leon,
having known him for over forty years as
a friend and fellow businessman. His obituary was eloquent testimony to his
abilities and impact on all. Our sincere
condolences to all the family.

Sylvia and Marshall LaVIne - June 11, 2012 at 05:00 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. He will be missed. He was such a warm and personable man.
Do hope your many good memories keep his loving memory with you always.
Marla Duck

Marla Duck - June 11, 2012 at 01:54 PM

