Marian "Sunie" Levin
April 28, 1931 - January 26, 2021

Sunie Levin, age 89, passed away unexpectedly and peacefully at Menorah Medical
Center on January 26 at noon, surrounded by family. Although her birth name was Marian,
she always went by the name of Sunie. Sunie had an amazing career, and helped more
people than anyone ever knew. She graduated from KCU (now UMKC) with a degree in
psychology and later obtained a Master’s degree in education. She was way ahead of her
time, and in the 1960s, along with her dear friend Esther Pearlmutter, founded the
Midwest Reading and Dyslexia Clinic. She was passionate in her drive to learn everything
possible about dyslexia, and read every new book or article that appeared about the
subject. When she finally retired, she donated her library to UMKC; hers was the largest
library in the city upon dyslexia. For decades afterwards, parents would approach her to
thank her for what she had done for their child, who had gone on to have a successful
career because Sunie had solved their reading problem. She also authored five books
dealing with various aspects of aging and with the challenging of grandparenting, and
again she would receive grateful compliments from those who had read her books and
found very helpful suggestions in them.
In addition to all this, Sunie had become recognized as the ‘guru of grand parenting’ and
had a syndicated newspaper column, as well as many appearances nationally on radio
and television. She also became a speaker on cruise ships and was on nine different
major cruise lines, thus literally traveling the entire world offering suggestions to seniors
involved in the many difficult problems of aging.
Sunie was pre-deceased by her parents, Beatrice and Pro Sherman. She is survived by
her husband of 68 years, Lee Levin, and her daughters, Leslie Levin, Terry Levine, and
Patti Levin. She has nine grandchildren, David Kaplan, Rachel Kaplan, Adam Kaplan,
Daniel Parkins, Megan Hendrickson, Amy Parkins, Jillian Maynard, Sean Levine, and
Amanda Harper. In addition, she has six great-grandchildren with the seventh on the way
shortly. All of them grieve her passing deeply.
A private funeral service was held due to the pandemic, and there will be no shiva. A

memorial service for Sunie will be held at a future date. If desired, contributions may be
made to a charity of your choice.
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Comments

“

To the family of Sunie:
I just learned of Sunie's passing and I am so sorry for your loss. Though I didn't know
Sunie, myself, I certainly knew her name as my mother, Judy Fremerman spoke of
her with deep respect quite often. As my mother passed 6 months ago -- also at age
89, I know that she would have wanted to pay her respect to your family -- so I am
doing that for her. Again I am sorry for your loss, but appreciated reading about the
extraordinary things that Sunie contributed.
Warmly,
JoAnn Farb

JoAnn Farb - March 09 at 02:28 PM

“

We are thinking of you all at this sad time. We are so sorry for your loss.
Love, Greg and Lisa Kurz

Lisa&Greg Kurz - February 03 at 12:08 AM

“

Linda Gibian lit a candle in memory of Marian "Sunie" Levin

Linda Gibian - February 02 at 10:53 AM

“

Sunie's book on Grandparenting your non-Jewish grandchildren was a staple for
those of us who worked in Reform Jewish Outreach in the '90s. She was a woman of
compassion and wisdom. May her memory be for a blessing.
Rabbi Linda Steigman

Rabbi Linda Steigman - February 01 at 12:44 PM

“

Dear Lee and Family,
I was so sorry to read about the loss of your beloved Sunie. It was a privilege to
know such an intelligent, multi-faceted and beautiful woman who had such an
influence on the lives of young and old alike. I certainly benefited from her
suggestions and wisdom about grand parenting. My deepest condolences at this sad
time.
Carla Klausner

Carla Klausner - January 30 at 10:48 PM

“

My friendship with Sunie goes back a very long way. we were a trio...Sunie, Shira
Greenberg Gordon and I...at KI. We were in classes at KCU together. And I was
honored to be a member of her wedding party. I remember singing with the other
bridesmaids a song that her aunt Rose Evelyn Sporn especially created for the
moment. We kept in touch across the miles and we would get together when Ches
and I would come to KC to visit my family. And then another reunion when we moved
to Florida and they moved part-time to another Florida community. She was quite an
accomplished and gifted friend. I will always cherish the fond memories of events
and activities we shared. May the wonderful family memories you shared bring you
comfort in this sad time.
Ruth Esrig Brinn

Ruth Brinn - January 30 at 06:54 PM

“

In 1905, my grandfather Ben Lesky came to America and settled in Kansas City. He
came here because his dearest friends, the Kurs, Sunie's grandparents had settled
here. When my grandparents had a son, Louis Lesky, Mrs. Kurs was named his
godmother. Sunie"s parents, the Shermans and the Kurs attended my parents
wedding in 1931.
I have always felt very connected to Sunie through the devoted friendship of our
grandparents and parents.
The only thing that could have stopped this busy, enthusiastic writer and friend was
failing health. Be at peace, Sunie, my friend. Janet and Harold Price

Janet Price - January 29 at 01:34 PM

“

So very sorry for your loss. Your mom was such a nice person and tolerated us all so
well during high school days! May her memory be a blessing to you all. Margie Stark

Margie Stark - January 28 at 07:18 PM

“

My life with Sunie goes back back about 70 years. She was a first grade Sunday
School teacher at Beth Shalom, and I was her helper.
Later on I worked for her at Menorah testing children for reading and related
problems. We decided we could do more and went out on or own to Midwest
Reading and Dyslexia Clinic. Then we joined the Family and Children Psychiatric
Clinic for many years. We have always remained close and would talk to each other
quite frequently. She was so talented, and helpful in so many ways. She will certainly
be missed.

Esther Pearlmutter - January 28 at 05:08 PM

“

Sunil was a bright and caring woman. She loved sharing her talent with everyone she
knew and reached out to those she didn’t know.
She will be missed by all who had the pleasure of knowing this gracious lady. May
her memory be fo a blessing.
Rickie and Dr.Edward Haith

Rickie Haith - January 28 at 04:51 PM

“

My deepest condolences to the Lee and the entire Levin Family on the loss of Sunie.
One of my Mom and Dad’s closest friends, Sunie will be remembered for her genuine
love for our family. May her memory be a blessing.

michael rosenbloom - January 28 at 04:46 PM

“

So many wonderful memories of her contriubutions to our community and beyond.
Her memory will be a blessing. May the family be comforted along with the other
mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.

Alan Edelman - January 28 at 02:59 PM

