Marilyn Mendell
August 30, 1937 - January 19, 2021

On Tuesday, January 19, Marilyn Mendell passed away at the age of 83 at Menorah
Medical Center after suffering from a heart attack.
Marilyn was a proud mother of 3 daughters: Cynthia Mendell, Julie Howald and Robin
Mendell and a loving bubbie to 3 grandchildren: Max and Michael Howald and Claire
Lanuza. Her husband of over 50 years, Jerry, passed away October 2012.
Born and raised in Kansas City, she attended Southwest High School and graduated from
the University of Missouri in Columbia.
While Marilyn received her degree in education, she was entrepreneurial and eventually
with her husband ran a credit card business which lead to them moving to Southern
California in 1986 and eventually Las Vegas in 1997. As her health declined she move
back to Kansas City in 2018.
Marilyn was an ardent traveler, visiting distant locales and family alike across the US and
the world. She enjoyed many social activities including Mahjong, pan and canasta as well
as Jewish organizations such ORT, Hadassah and Brandeis.
A ceremony is not planned at this time although a memorial event will be scheduled in the
future. The family request no flowers but donations may be made to Hadassah, a food
bank or animal shelter in her memory.

Comments

“

I loved her generous, positive and positively feisty spirit. When she started a group to
teach mahjong because the existent groups were all full... I thought that was the
best. After her fall and surgeries she continued to smile and think ahead and
welcome visitors. I'll just always remember her energy and joy and sharp insights. I
miss her so much and wish the coronavirus had not impacted her last year so
profoundly. Have fun, aunt Marilyn, with Lois and Sam and Jerry and all the others.
I'm sure you're making them laugh.

Penny Weiner - January 26 at 09:48 AM

“

Marilyn & I did not go out by ourselves to lunch but we did lunch together with
Hadassah & BNC. She liked to laugh, make funny faces. We also shared lots of
Mondays once a month in our BNC Mystery Book club. She will be missed!

Rita Ort - January 22 at 09:36 AM

“

Marilyn & I became friends while living in President Gardens - Marilyn's Cindy and
my Howard were less than 3 months apart in age. The kids bonded us by going to
one another's birthday parties and play dates. Later came Julie and Marla. Loren
was next but enough older than Robin that they never had play dates. However,
Loren married a Robyn.
Marilyn & I both loved to shop for bargains Often one of us would baby sit the kids so
the other one could go shopping.
We formed the infamous 'Poker Group'. Marilyn was a natural at games. In fact she
was talented with many skills. She made me a beautiful afghan that is displayed on
my sofa.
She was also generous and would be glad to share anything she had. After she
moved from KC - I visited her in Orange County and later in her lovely Las Vegas
Home. When she moved back to KC we would speak every other week. It was a
good connection I felt that I got reacquainted with the Mendell/Weiner Family.
Her memory will serve as a blessing.
Shalom Friend
arlene shalinsky

arlene SHALINSKY - January 21 at 09:51 PM

“

1 file added to the album Mendell family

Julie Howald - January 21 at 07:44 PM

“

Dear Robin, Cindy, Julie and family,
We were deeply saddened to learn that your dear mother passed away. She and I
knew each other in high school and later she and Jerry played in a Poker group with
Tom and me. We both had a nice visit with her upon her return to Kansas City and
we visited with them when they lived in California. Marilyn always had a smile and a
positive attitude. May her memory be for a blessing.
Alice and Tom Lewinsohn

Alice Lewinsohn - January 21 at 11:40 AM

“

My heart goes out to your family. I’m not sure I knew Marilyn but I know that your
mother was close to her sister. From my family to yours Sara Jo Weiner Yukon

Sara Yukon - January 20 at 09:49 PM

“

This is Jessica, Marilyn's great niece. I have been thinking a lot about Marilyn lately,
and wanting to plan a visit with her. I was actually thinking of that the morning I heard
of her heart attack. I wish we had got to have that visit.
I enjoyed the time I spent with Marilyn in Vegas, when I was staying with my Bubby.
Going out to eat, and just hanging out with them together in each others' houses.
The friendship they had as sisters was remarkable. It was also so nice to visit her in
KC, and I know my daughter, Sylvie, felt the same. Our life can be pretty hectic, but
those visits, just sitting and chatting quietly, were a peaceful reprieve.
Marilyn was so bright, and strong. She never seemed to age. When we got to talking
it always surprised me how much we had in common, nevermind the generation gap.
I love her and will miss her. She was a great great aunt.

Jessica Weiner - January 20 at 09:36 PM

“

Growing up with 4 brothers Aunt Marilyn and Uncle Jerry gave me many opportunities to
spend the night and go on family vacations in which I had 3 pseudo sisters.
After my Mother's (her sister Lois) loss I appreciated being able to ask questions of their
own childhood to have more insight into both of their parenting styles.
I am so Grateful that she was involved into Our Family Zoom meeting to discuss memories
of my Mother.
This reminds Me how important to acknowledge Love

and Concern especially will so

many people losing Loved ones from Unexpected health issues.
Aunt Marilyn will be missed, please Rest in Peace with your beloved family and friends that
are waiting for you
ruth weiner - January 21 at 08:57 PM

“

Thank you Ruth
Julie - January 24 at 04:07 PM

“

I have known Marilyn for many, many years, and am saddened by her death. She
always had a smile on her face. I worked as a credit worker at Hartzfelds when she
was in charge of that program. I did see her once in Las Vegas. May her memory
stay in your hearts and be a blessing. Esther Rapaport Pearlmutter

Esther Pearllmutter - January 20 at 08:08 PM

“

Robin & Family,
I’m so sorry to hear of your mom’s passing. Losing someone is never easy but it’s
even harder these days. May her memory be a blessing.
My thoughts and prayers are with you!
Vicki Katz

Vicki Katz - January 20 at 03:34 PM

“

It’s hard to believe you are really gone mother. Your absence will be felt for years to
come amongst your daughters, grandchildren, family and friends.

Cynthia Mendell - January 20 at 03:20 PM

“

It’s hard to believe that you are really gone mother. Your absence will be felt for years
amongst your daughters, grandchildren other family and friends.

Cynthia Mendell - January 20 at 02:31 PM

“

Robin and family,
I’m so sorry to hear of your loss. my thoughts and prayers are with all of you!
Vicki Katz

Vicki Katz - January 20 at 02:23 PM

“

Barbara Rein lit a candle in memory of Marilyn Mendell

Barbara Rein - January 20 at 01:49 PM

