MICHAEL JOSHUA BLACKMAN
September 22, 1988 - June 15, 2015

Michael Joshua Blackman, 26, died on June 15, 2015, leaving a gaping hole in the hearts
of his parents, Corrine and Jeff Blackman, and his sisters, Rebecca and Sarah. Graveside
service will be 2:00pm, Thursday, June 18th at the First Hebrew Congregation Cemetery
in Peekskill, NY.
The family would be grateful for donations in Mike's memory to Bring Change 2 Mind to
help end the stigma surrounding mental illness, http://bringchange2mind.org, or to the
Rose Family Early Childhood Center at Congregation Beth Shalom.
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“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Mike Buckman - June 18, 2015 at 05:39 PM

“

Jeff and family, we were so sorry to read of Michael's passing and want to express
our deepest sympathy to you all. May his memory be for a blessing.

Your Nall Hills neighbors, Leo & Johanna Stein
Leo & Johanna Stein - June 18, 2015 at 12:25 PM

“

My heart hurts for this loss. Mike was such a great friend and coworker. I got the
opportunity to carpool with him quite a bit and got to know him as a friend. He
brought so much happiness to our office and always made me smile. I recently
shared with him that I thought he was a great addition to our office and I enjoyed
seeing his friendships with several of our coworkers grow into true 'real' friendships.
He truly brought happiness and laughter into all of our lives. I'm so glad that I shared
that comment with him. I will also always remember dropping him off at his apartment
after our workday and seeing him run down the stairs with Ace (his dog) with the
biggest grin ever. He was so proud of Ace. We shared a lot of dog stories because
we both have boxers, and they are the greatest dogs ever...we were both convinced
of that. He was such a great guy and I'm so glad he was a part of my 'work family'.
My heart goes out to all of his friends and family. He will truly be missed.
Amy Beckman

Amy Beckman - June 18, 2015 at 10:58 AM

“

As a friend and coworker of Mike's, I am thankful that I was able to get to know Mike
over the past two years. I will always remember his kind nature, friendly personality,
and great sense of humor. My thoughts are with the entire Blackman family.

melissa ransdell - June 18, 2015 at 09:47 AM

“

Mike was always able to make me smile (even when he was trying to annoy me! :)).
He was a great coworker and I could always count on him to go to a happy hour after
work even if no one else was game for it. His spirit and his outgoing personality will
truly be missed. My dearest condolences to the Blackman family.

Malcolm Johnson - June 17, 2015 at 11:31 PM

“

To all the Blackman family,
We are so sorry for your loss. Ben and Michael were good friends during the time
that they spent at Beth Shalom. They always could come up with more games to do
on a snowy or rainy day. They used to race down the steps on sleeping bags to see
who could touch the wall first. I think I still have the foot prints behind the cabinet.
Also, they thought it was funny to take paper plates and try to aim them from the
second level of the house and get the plates right on top of the light in the kitchen.
However, when they broke a light, they realized they better pick another game to
play. Michael was always the star of the show and Ben's little brother loved it when
he came over to play games. Michael was a sweetheart and we couldn't have asked
for a better friend for Ben during the years that he was maturing. My thoughts go out
to your family.
Debbie and Mike Shapiro, can't forget Ben's little brother, Ryan!

Debra Shapiro - June 17, 2015 at 05:35 PM

“

I feel blessed for the time I got to share working, golfing, and hanging out with Mike.
Mike was smart, caring, and always full of humor. My heart aches knowing that he is
gone, I hope now he can find the peace he is looking for. I miss you Mike, your
friend, Brian

Brian Becker - June 17, 2015 at 05:32 PM

“

Our hearts break for Corrine, Jeff, Becky and Sarah at this difficult time. As a parent
of a son who has suffered with bipolar disease for 12 years we have witnessed the
effects and the terrible stigma this disease has on their social and emotional life. We
hope that organizations such as Bring Change two Mind in Kansas might make a
difference in the future. Our love, thoughts and prayers go out to all of you at this
time.

Maggie Scheid - June 17, 2015 at 05:16 PM

“

Bill and I last saw Mike just about a year ago at the Voodoo Lounge when David
competed in one of his first MMA bouts. Such a great friend to cheer on a friend!
Mike you were part of a really close knit group and they and their parents are going
to miss you so, so deeply. Around us you were always a quiet presence, but still very
much a presence. Too young to leave us........Bill and Fiona Curtin

Bill and Fiona Curtin - June 17, 2015 at 04:21 PM

“

Mike was a great friend and coworker. He brought so much joy to the people around
him, and there were so many times where he brought light into an otherwise dreary
day. He was one those rare people you feel fortunate to have met, and I will miss
him. My thoughts and prayers go out to his family and all of the friends he made
along the way.

Mike Buckman - June 17, 2015 at 03:18 PM

“

Blackman Family Words are difficult to come by ... Which is not like me at all!
MY FAMILY - THE S M SOUTH LACROSSE FAMILY'S truly ache and are weeping
you!
Mike was not a joy to be around... I cannot use the word joy... He was a blast, a riot,
FUN... the games these kids would play for hours on the idiot tube. The enjoyment of
seeing them all together, the way they would rough house... MOST of all the way
they stuck together!
It was a pleasure to watch him grow up and play... the time Mike and Tanner spent
together in North Carolina playing lacrosse... Great memories... Mike coaching with
us and mentoring the kids... Fond Days... and sharing a beer or three with the
group.... Oh yes, those are FUN days...
"He" has chosen Mike - and why we can ask and seek an answer; but never knowing
... Maybe he needs a lacrosse coach for the halo team! ...
GOD SPEED MIKE ---- Peace be with you Blackman family
Coach Rich Briggs - Dylan, Tanner & Keenan...

Richard Briggs - June 17, 2015 at 02:11 PM

“

Corrine, I am so sorry for your family's loss. Please know I'm praying for you and
your family during this time.
Carol Edds

Carol Edds - June 17, 2015 at 01:28 PM

“

I am so sorry your family has to suffer this loss. I'm sorry Michael lost his battle. May
the ache subside in time and, somehow, something beautiful come from tragedy.
Jordan and I will forever remember Michael's kindness when we drove out to
Kansas. May he rest in peace.

Irene Dissis - June 17, 2015 at 01:07 PM

“

I don't even know where to begin. I have been cycling through the various stages of
grief and mourning since I found out. I miss him so much already and my heart aches
knowing that I won't see him again. Trips to D.C. will never be the same without my
"pretend husband". And sitting through class without his goofy facial expressions
directed at me will be difficult. I feel so grateful that I got to meet Mike and have him
in my life at all. I'll be praying for his friends and family and I hope that everyone can
hold onto the fun memories of Mike like I know I will be trying to do. He was one of a
kind!!

Ginny Markham - June 17, 2015 at 12:22 PM

“

My heart goes out to the entire family. i am so sorry for your loss. May your
memories always be fond ones
Marlene Katz

marlene katz - June 17, 2015 at 09:31 AM

“

My heart goes out to your entire family on the loss of your son Michael. I am so sorry
for the sorrow and sadness you are feelling.
Harryette

Harryette Cooperman - June 16, 2015 at 11:47 PM

“

Our memories of Michael are of a warm and bright young man whose memory will
always be for a blessing. Our love goes out to the entire Blackman family.
Rabbi Alan & Linda Cohen

rabbi Alan Cohen - June 16, 2015 at 09:35 PM

“

My heart goes out to you on the loss of your son. I do not know you or him but lead a
local peer-led support group for individuals with depression, anxiety and bipolar as
well as their family members. The organization that you have chosen to send
donations to (Bring Chang To Mind) is one I am very familiar with. It brought tears to
my eyes that finally someone is wanting to help DECREASE THE STIGMA AND
DISCRIMINATION associated with having a brain disorder (mental illness). I wish
there were more people like you who understood how incredibly difficult these
illnesses are to survive. The 501c3 organization I started in Kansas City is called
Depression Bipolar Support Alliance of Overland Park. We provide support groups
every Thursday night at Temple B'nai Jehudah from 7-9pm and stigma is something
that is brought up every week. I am just one year older than your son and wish there
were more parents like you who understood and provided unconditional support to
their children who were born with an illness that so few people understand.
Most Sincerely,
Paige Gerson, Founder of Depression Bipolar Support Alliance of Overland Park
dbsajoco@gmail.com
Google Voice: 913-730-0042
WWW.dbsalliance.org
WWW.facebook.com/dbsakc

Paige Gerson - June 16, 2015 at 04:27 PM

