MIRIAM L. SCHWARTZ
February 15, 1927 - October 31, 2016

Miriam L. Schwartz, born in Des Moines Iowa, and a long time Kansas City resident,
passed away on October 31, 2016. She was a wonderful wife, mother, grandmother and
great grandmother and friend. Miriam was born February 15, 1927. She was the daughter
of Meyer and Anne Levine. She grew up in Des Moines, and attended the University of
Minnesota upon high school graduation. She married Al Schwartz in 1947 after meeting in
Minnesota while she was a student. They were married until Al’s death in 2000. They had
three children, and three grandchildren and seven great grandchildren. Miriam and Al
owned a Ben Franklin store in Des Moines, Iowa for 25 years before moving to Kansas
City in 1969 where she and Al opened a Ben Franklin store in Parkville, Missouri. Miriam
and Al owned and operated that store until 1976. At that time, Miriam went to work for
Rothchilds clothing store as an office manager. In the mid 1980’s she accepted a position
at Weeks Thomas Law Firm as the office manager. She completed her Bachelors of Arts
degree at Avila University in 1986. She then became employed at Evans and Mullinix as
the office manager where she billed and managed the office for several attorneys. She
retired from Evans and Mullinix when Al became ill and after his death in 2000, she
returned to Avila University. One of Miriam’s greatest accomplishments was receiving her
MBA at the age of 80. Unhappy with retired life, she began work at Johnson County
Community College around 2001 as the coordinator for students with disabilities in the
JCCC testing center. She was proud to be currently employed at the college and worked
until the day before she died. She loved her family and was loved very much by her
friends, family, colleagues and students. She was survived by children Layla Horan,
Daniel (Joanne) and Lori (Jon Goodwin); her adored granddogs Mystic and Magic, dear
grandmother of Brian (Meg), Aaron (Molly), Rebecca (Matthew) Pearson; dearest great
grandmother of Martin, Eliza, Ethan, Jonah Schwartz, Maximillian Pearson, Nick and
Gavin Corral; loving sister of the late Joe (the late Nancy) Levine, the late Delores (the
late William) Ginsburg, Stanley (Maryann) Levine.
Funeral services will be at 11:00am Wednesday, November 2, 2016 at Louis Memorial
Chapel, 6830 Troost Ave, Kansas City, MO. Interment will be at Mt. Carmel Cemetery.
Memorial contributions preferred to Wayside Waifs, 3901 Martha Truman Road, KC, MO
64137 or Congregation Beth Shalom, 14200 Lamar, Overland Park KS 66223.
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Comments

“

I'm so sorry about your mom. My deepest condolences to the family. May the
precious memories of Miriam be for a blessing. May the Holy One comfort you until
you have no more sorrow. Isaiah 51:3; Job 14:14, 15. Prayers of peace are with you.

Sharon Elaine - November 08, 2016 at 02:36 PM

“

I am so sorry that I was unaware of Miriam'so death. What a truly sweet woman for
all the years I've known her. She was the perfect example of an emancipated woman
as a business owner, homemaker and student at an age when many onside their
brain cells diminished.
Just recently my daughter, Shelly, and Miriam reconnected remembering Shelly
worked at Rothschilds with Miriam when Shelly was in high school. The age
difference was obviously great, but they adored each other as if they were
contemporaries.
We will certainly miss this dear woman and send Lori and families our condolences.
May it be soon that only smiles will come to your faces with the happiest of
memofies.

Felicia and Seymour Weiner - November 03, 2016 at 06:44 PM

“

The quote "Wherever a beautiful soul has been, there is a trail of beautiful memories"
certainly describes Miriam. We are grateful for so many memories---Thanksgiving
dinners at her house, sharing a dinner table with Miriam, Lori and Jon and Vivian at
Dollars for Scholars events, traveling to GED training sessions and the list goes on
and on. Our hearts are sad; but we know our lives have been enriched by Miriam.
We will miss our very special and amazing friend and promise to keep Miriam's bright
and inspiring spirit alive in our hearts.
Rose and John Thorsky

Rose and John Thorsky - November 03, 2016 at 08:43 AM

“

Miriam was an example of how service to others can impact lives beyond their own
mortality. When my daughter was starting college my family had the great good
fortune to encounter Miriam when she was working as JCCC's Coordinator of
Students with Disabilities. My daughter needed a great deal of help with emotional
and mental health issues at the time. Miriam worked over a long period of time,
several years, with my daughter and our family to allow my daughter to get started

and develope the skills and confidence needed to succeed in college. She continued
to help my daughter right up thru her graduation form JCCC. My daughter and wife
both have said numerous times that she would never had made it out of JCCC
without Miriam's tremendous dedication and assistance.
Due to the help Miriam gave my daughter she was prepared and capable of going on
and attending Truman State University where she did very well. So well in fact, that
upon graduation she accepted a scholarship offer to the University of Alabama where
she later graduated with a Masters in Biology. She has since returned to Kansas City
and secured a job with one of the leading companies the scientific field. She is
currently engaged to be married in 2017. My daughter, wife and I truly believe this
was only possible thru the efforts of Miriam at a critical time in my daughter's life. She
gave so much of herself to a student she had just met that it is just hard to put into
words the gratitude and appreciation we feel for Miriam.
My family will never forget her. The world is a little darker place with Miriam's passing
but what a beautiful giving human being she was!

Michael H. Hoffman
Michael h. hoffman - November 02, 2016 at 05:28 PM

“

The heart that Miriam had for others, is a rare gift to the many people,including
myself. I feel blessed to know her for the last 16 years. She was intelligent, amazing
and very special person to me. I will truly miss her. Please accept my condolences.

Preeti Potnis
Preeti Potnis - November 02, 2016 at 03:01 PM

“

I loved your Mom! I have had the pleasure of knowing Miriam for the last few years.
She has always been inspirational to talk with. She loved her work at the college, she
enjoyed life and loved her time spent with you all! My favorite memory is the picture
of her at the baseball game she went to with Lori and Jon. You could tell how much
she enjoyed being there!
Lori, I know this is hard but, cherish the time spent with her. You two had a very
special bond.
Words truly cannot express how sorry I am.
Sincerely,

Vaunda Davis

Vaunda Davis - November 02, 2016 at 09:42 AM

“

I met Miriam 10years ago in one of our MBA class. She truly inspired me and we
have been friends since. She is beautiful, full of grace and always had a kind word to
say. Her accomplishments and her life journey has been remarkable and a reflection
of how she lived life. I am so blessed to have Miriam in our lives. She is going to be
missed by all her favorites. Miriam you are so loved and a treasure!! Much love,
Daniel Jaya. Rohan and Rahul.

Jaya Daniel - November 02, 2016 at 09:24 AM

“

We only knew Miriam for 3 short months. She was such an inspiration to all who met
her. She lived an active and meaningful life, never giving in to old age. All her
educational pursuits kept her young. Miriam spread her message that learning never
ends. We are sad she is gone but we are happy we knew her.
The Cardiac Rehab Staff at St. Joseph Medical Center

Cathie Thomas - November 02, 2016 at 08:26 AM

“

We are so sorry for your loss. She was a lovely lady and what a life! So many
accomplishments! We will not be able to attend the service but send our wishes to
her family. With love, Annette Haynes and Hanorah Goldenberg

Annette Haynes - November 01, 2016 at 05:00 PM

“

I'm so sorry to hear about Miriam. Sending my thoughts and prayers to the family.
She was such a joy to visit with. We used to talk about the Ben Franklin store in DSM
that she owned. I used to shop there when I was younger! Then met her here at
JCCC 15 years ago. Small world. We would also talk about her Kindle and game
playing. Miriam is truly going to be missed. Kelly Cole - Olathe, KS

Kelly Cole - November 01, 2016 at 08:30 AM

“

I met Miriam in a grief support class through the Jewish Chaplaincy program and we
hit it off. She was such a smart, kind and interesting woman. I am glad I knew and
she will truly be missed.
Ruth Bigus

Ruth Bigus - October 31, 2016 at 07:55 PM

“

Miriam was an amazing woman! She was sensitive, caring, loved her family, brilliant
and very thoughtful! I am so sad she is gone. She was one of my favorite people!
Much love,
Judy Jacks Berman

judy jacks berman - October 31, 2016 at 06:59 PM

“

I loved your mom! She was sensitive, caring, generous, loving, intelligent and one of
the most special people I know!
I am so sad she is gone but I know she went the best way possible, traveling and
with some of her kids. You all are so lucky to have had Miriam as your mom!

Judy Jacks Berman - October 31, 2016 at 04:59 PM

