NANCY TRILLIN KOPPEL
December 27, 1953 - February 22, 2017

Nancy Trillin Koppel passed away peacefully on Wednesday, February 22, 2017. She was
63-years-old. An adoring mother, beloved wife, and revered friend, she is survived by her
husband, Arlan; sons, David (Los Angeles) and Paul (D.C.); sister, Carol; brother, Tom
and brother-in-law, Stanton.
Nancy was born to Helen and Ben Trillin of Kansas City, MO on December 27, 1953. She
graduated from The Barstow School one year early and earned a degree in Sociology
from the University of Pennsylvania (Phi Beta Kappa) before her 20th birthday.
Subsequent Masters degrees in Sociology and Clinical Social Work from Penn and the
University of Kansas concluded Nancy’s distinguished career as a student. She went on to
be a successful manager at Hallmark and Kay’s Fashions, but gleaned most joy from her
years interacting with patients as a licensed clinical social worker at the Village Shalom
and Village St. Joseph nursing homes.
Friends remember Nancy for her devotion and generosity. She was willful, empathetic,
and utterly unique, a trait just as often manifested in impulse shopping sprees as moving
heart-to-hearts with friends and relatives alike. She made everyone feel important. Still,
Nancy was a wife and mother first and foremost. She was a committed partner to Arlan for
37 years of marriage, and a forever loving, laughing mom to David and Paul.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00am on Friday February 24, 2017 at Louis Memorial
Chapel, 6830 Troost Ave, Kansas City, MO. In lieu of flowers, the Koppels suggest
donations be made to Kehilath Israel Synagogue and the KU Blood and Marrow
Transplant Center.
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Comments

“

I was deeply saddened to read of Nancy's passing. I want to extent my deepest
sympathy to the whole Family on their loss. May the Lord help you comfort each
other during this very difficult time.

Jill Jacob - March 07, 2017 at 07:41 PM

“

I am also a social worker and had the privilege to work with Nancy at Villa St.
Francis. Nancy was such a joy to work with. She worked hard and was hilarious.
Nancy was a one of a kind person and I am so sorry to hear about her passing. My
thoughts and prayers go to her family.
-Dena (Glathaar) Petrie

Dena Petrie - March 02, 2017 at 10:48 AM

“

As a newcomer to the Barstow 'family' Nancy gave me respect and was always polite
and happy. I can remember her infectious smile as she bounced from class to class
down the halls. May the memory of her be for a blessing and may the family be
comforted along with the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem. Joe Pfefer - Class of '72

Joseph Pfefer - February 28, 2017 at 05:49 PM

“

Nancy was extraordinary. So brilliant. So beautiful.
Sending our thoughts and prayers to Arlan, David and Paul.
Merilyn and Loren

Merilyn Berenbom - February 24, 2017 at 01:29 PM

“

Dear Arlan and boys,
Lenny and I are thinking of you with sadness and caring. We are so sorry.
Lisa Cohen
Lisa Cohen - February 28, 2017 at 07:37 PM

“

Very sorry to learn of Nancy's passing. I first meet Nancy at Kay's Fashions where
my mother loved to shop, their was no one more dedicated to the customer than
Nancy. Our friendship rekindled when Nancy and I were both members of the
Administrative Team at Villa St. Joseph. Again her dedication, kindness and loving
manner lead the way. I will always remember her smile and her answer to some of
what seemed impossible situations, "Yes, we can do this". RIP my dear friend. Mary
Blaise

Mary Blaise - February 24, 2017 at 10:16 AM

“

I was at Barstow with Nancy, and we sat next to each other in Mme Barnes' French
class. I've thought of her often through the years, but what I remember most was her
sparkling smile and infectious giggle. So smart and sweet. Treasure your years with
her.
Shelley King Theis

theis - February 24, 2017 at 09:16 AM

“

Nancy and I were dear friends when our kids were growing up. Lots of swimming
days at her house and Oakwood. Always had a blast being with her.
Josh joins me in sending our deepest sympathies to Arlen and the family. She will be
missed. Ronna Garry

Ronna Kitay Garry - February 24, 2017 at 08:53 AM

“

Arlan
Our deepest sympathy to you and your family. Our thoughts and prayers are with
you.
Ron and Jane Zolotor

Ron and Hane Zolotor - February 24, 2017 at 08:06 AM

“

We are so saddened to learn of the loss of your beloved sister. Our sincerest
condolences to you and your loved ones.
Hanie and Jeff Langner

hanie - February 24, 2017 at 07:10 AM

“

Whenever I think of Nancy, I think of her smile, her friendliness, her wonderful
compliments, but most importantly I think of a beautiful wife, mother and friend.
She will be missed, but never forgotten.
Andy Jacobs

Andrew Jacobs - February 24, 2017 at 06:38 AM

“

Arlan. My sincere condolences go out to you and family. So sorry for your loss.

Walter Rosel - February 23, 2017 at 10:22 PM

“

“

BIG condolences for your deep loss. She was a treasure.
Shelli - February 24, 2017 at 09:56 AM

Nancy was sweet, funny, caring and made a difference in my life. May her memory
be a blessing

Carolyn Clemons - February 23, 2017 at 07:57 PM

“

Nancy and I were "BFF" as young campers at Oakwood. Yes, she hit me with a dart
and I hit her back, laughing! The memory of her beauty reading her book by the pool
with her long dark hair cascading down her shoulders..always funny and joyful and
brilliant-the whole package. I'll always remember our friendship into our 20's, sharing
evenings together as young women living in the same garden apartment complex.
Arlan, you and and her sons David and Paul "rocked her world." Please accept our
condolences to you, your sons, and your family.
Louise and Steve Gruenebaum

LOUISE POLLOCK GRUENEBAUM - February 23, 2017 at 05:01 PM

“

I got to know Nancy when Paul and my daughter were in preschool together at Beth
Shalom. Nancy won me over when she invited me over for hotdogs and wine--a
quirky and wonderful mix, just like Nancy. Arlan, David and Paul, I am so very sorry
for your loss.
Vicky Mayer

Vicky Mayer - February 23, 2017 at 03:56 PM

“

Dear Family,
Stan and I are totally shocked by this very sad news. We were not aware of any
illness and are so very saddened. Nancy's parents, Helen and Ben Trillin were dear
friends to us, and we have wonderful memories of your dear family. We are in Florida
for the winter and unable to be with you in your sorrow. May G-d bring comfort to the
mourners, and may Nancy's memory always be for a blessing. With sincere
sympathy, Joyce and Stan Zeldin

Joyce Zeldin - February 23, 2017 at 03:36 PM

“

Such a beautiful person with a heart of gold. She loved her "Arly" and her boys more
than anything. She was a true friend - always more concerned about "you" than she
was of herself. She was witty and smart, funny and so caring. I will miss her.

Jocelyn Fry - February 23, 2017 at 02:59 PM

“

Dear Nancy,
You will be missed terribly. I loved the moments we shared together and I loved
meeting your incredible parents. My condolences to David, Paul and Arlan. So sorry
for your tragic loss of your very young, brilliant mom and wife. Your sense of humor
and positive attitude, Nancy, is imprinted in my heart forever. Life is not for the weak,
and you have been a heroine.
Much love to you all .

Patrizia Braukmann - February 23, 2017 at 01:53 PM

“

I recall many great conversations with Nancy at the Koppel house. She was funny
and inquisitive, always made me feel important and welcome. Her love for family and
her boys was always front and center. She will be forever loved, missed and warmly
remembered. My condolences to the Arlan, Paul and David. Love, Elyse

Elyse Nelson - February 23, 2017 at 01:53 PM

“

Nancy was such a dynamic, joyous spirit! One of our favorite companions at
Pembroke baseball games. She will be so missed. Our thoughts are with Arlan, Paul
and family. Hope your many good memories give you comfort. Thinking of you.
Marla, Eric and Brentton Duck

Marla A Duck - February 23, 2017 at 01:27 PM

“

Nancy will be missed. She was the most "fun" boss I ever had! Her laugh was
contagious. Thanks for the memories.

Beth Fox - February 23, 2017 at 01:15 PM

“

I met Nancy Koppel when I was only 13 years old. I babysit her 2 boys from then
through my high school years. Nancy was always such a generous, caring,
supportive, encouraging person. She guided me through my teenage years and
beyond with some of the best advice. Always so sweet. She will truely be missed. I
am so sorry to Arlan, David, and Paul for this enormous loss. Wish I could somehow
ease your pain. You are all in my thoughts.

Wendy Enslow - February 23, 2017 at 12:32 PM

“

I knew Nancy only briefly as young mothers at the HBHA. Her obituary describes her
vitality and measure to a T... adjectives her boys shared! Such memories will surely
always be called for blessings.
Leslie Mark and Mark Eisemann and Family

Leslie D. Mark - February 23, 2017 at 11:57 AM

“

We send our warmest thoughts to you. My heart is full of wonderful memories of
coffee shared and conversations had at your kitchen table.
Diane Botwin, Solomon, David and Isaac Alpert

Diane Botwin - February 23, 2017 at 11:36 AM

“

Any room that Nancy was in always seemed brighter. Our thoughts and prayers to
Arlan, David, Paul and the rest of the family.
Bruce and Janet Baker

Bruce Baker - February 23, 2017 at 11:28 AM

“

Nancy was such a joy! What a loss for all of us.
The obituary is beautifully-written and captures her perfectly.
My heart goes out to you and your family, Arlan.
Randee Krakauer Kelley

Randee Kelley - February 23, 2017 at 11:24 AM

“

Hildy and I are so sorry for your loss. Nancy and I grew up together at Oakwood. I
would fold her up inside a lawn chair and she would laugh. Every time. May her
memory be for a blessing.

Joel Goldman - February 23, 2017 at 11:23 AM

“

Beautiful and accurate tribute, description, of a life well shared and lived! - John Fry

John Fry - February 23, 2017 at 11:21 AM

“

Larry and I are so sad to learn of Nancy's passing. With her beautiful smile and smart
wit, Nancy was a joy to be with always. We hope the memories you hold of her will
serve to comfort you at this most difficult time. Love to all of you

Ruth Bigus - February 23, 2017 at 11:19 AM

