Peter Gerson
August 21, 1929 - October 10, 2012

Peter Gerson, 83 of Mission Hills, Kansas and Aspen Colorado passed away Wednesday
night, October 10, 2012 due to complications from pancreatic cancer, diagnosed 18
months ago. His memory will be honored with a 2:00pm memorial service Thursday,
October 18th, at The Temple, Congregation B’nai Jehudah in Overland Park. In lieu of
flowers, the family suggests donations in memory of Peter be made to Jewish Community
Foundation and mailed to Jewish Community Foundation of Greater Kansas City, Peter
Gerson Scholarship Fund, 5801 W. 115th Street, Suite 104, Overland Park, Kansas
66211. Peter was born August 21, 1929 in Duisburg, Germany. He came to the United
States in 1937 at age 9 along with his brother Kurt and parents Oscar and Antonie
Gerson. Peter attended Southwest High School and graduated from the University of
Pennsylvania, Wharton School of Business. He joined the family wholesale jewelry
business, The Gerson Company, in 1952 and had a sales territory of Oklahoma and
Kansas selling fashion jewelry to retail stores. Together with his brother Kurt, they
provided the leadership and direction in building the family business into one of the largest
wholesale jewelry companies in the United States. His entrepreneurial spirit led the
Company in additional directions and laid the foundation to what is today a diversified,
third generation, now 70 year old, owned and operated corporation. After dedicating over
50 years to the business, he began spending more time in Aspen, Colorado, “his
paradise”, cherishing all four seasons. He was the ultimate athlete and adventurer. He
skied, biked, swam, hiked, practiced yoga, and would love to go mushrooming in
undiscovered places. Peter was a voracious reader and travelled the world throughout his
lifetime. Above all else, Peter’s greatest love was his family, which includes his wife Julie,
3 children and their spouses, and 8 grandchildren. He is survived by wife Julie of 55 years,
daughter Liz and husband John Hjalmarson, son Jim Gerson and wife Katie, son John
Gerson and wife Lynn. He relished the time spent with his grandkids Sara, Kathryn, and JJ
Hjalmarson, Jacob and Elizabeth Gerson, and Hannah, Ellie, and Jack Gerson. Peter
maintained a life-long passion and commitment to myriad organizations in the community.
Jewish philanthropies and the Arts, such as the KC Symphony, Harriman-Jewell Program,
The Nelson-Atkins Museum, and the Aspen Music Festival were most important. A shiva
service will be held Thursday evening at the home of Peter and Julie Gerson. Contact the

funeral home for more information. Peter’s wishes are that his body be cremated, and his
ashes will be scattered in Aspen.
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The Temple, Congregation B'nai Jehudah
12320 Nall Avenue, Overland Park, KS, US

Comments

“

Julie, we're saddened by the loss of Peter, a lovely man. We know you have
thousands of memories and we hope they ease the next few months, which will be
so difficult. You and Peter enriched Aspen and we wish you and your family peace
and love. Judith

Judith Barnard - November 16, 2012 at 11:35 AM

“

We send all our love to the Gerson family. Peter's legacy of strength, character,
generosity and wit live on through his family and children, and that blesses us all.
The Gersons are such a special family, and we especially cherish our connection
with John and his family here and in Northern California. May you find comfort in all
the love that surrounds you.
Julie Fingersh and David Rudnick

Julie Fingersh - November 01, 2012 at 01:16 PM

“

Julie
Skip and I were deeply saddened to hear of your great loss,
Please accept our deepest sympathy and know that our thoughts are with you at this
time.
Fondly.
Frankie and Skip Welfeld

Frankie and Skip Welfeld - October 21, 2012 at 01:54 AM

“

My aunt from KC sent me the clipping of Mr. Gerson's death. Don't know if you
remember me, but I watched your kids in the summer of '62, I believe. You and your
family were so nice to me, and I sure enjoyed Liz and Jimmy. I'm praying for you that God will give you the comfort, peace, and love that you need in these days.
Judy

Judy Schroeder Steinmann - October 19, 2012 at 09:52 PM

“

My condolences to Mrs. Julie Gerson, Liz, Jim, John and the Gerson families.
Peter was pure inspiration for me; he know how to motivate with just a few simple
words. Aside from business he told me "to take care of family first". That kind of
straight forward talk from him stayed with me. His sense of family, humor and
business acumen will always be great memories from a great man. I will miss him.
Sincerely,
Clay Johnson
Pennsylvania

Clay Johnson - October 19, 2012 at 07:45 AM

“

Dear Gerson Family - We are so saddened to hear of Peter's death. He was a
wonderful business leader, father, husband and valued member of our community.
We hope your many cherished memories will bring you great comfort.

Susan and Tom Tivol - October 18, 2012 at 06:26 PM

“

To Mrs. Julie Gerson and Family, Hearing of Peter's passing brings back so many
memories of working with The Gerson Family,Kurt, & Mr.& Mrs.Oscar Gerson.
Although he was my boss I always felt that we (employees) were all part of a family,
and I am so sorry for your loss and I want his family to know that my thoughts and
prayers are with all of you.

Linda J Lopez - October 18, 2012 at 04:21 PM

“

When I think back through all my memories of Peter, my favorite continues to be the
delight on his face when he said: "I've got an idear". Too many folks get too set as
they age, but not Peter! He continued to look for the next new "idear", or book or
vacation or anything different from what he had already seen and experienced. We
will all benefit from remenbering this about him, and for ourselves.

Linda Joslin - October 18, 2012 at 01:24 PM

“

I know you and your family are going through a very difficult time, but remember he is
always with us all in everything we do. My prayers are with you and your family to
help guide you through this difficult time in your lives. His memory will live on in each
one of you.

Dana Elliott - October 18, 2012 at 12:52 PM

“

John, Liz, Sara, Kathryn and JJ -- we join with you in mourning the loss of your
beloved father and grandfather. Peter was a great guy who led and inspired his
family. You are in our prayers.

Russ and Susan Jones - October 18, 2012 at 11:59 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you all. The brief encounters that I had with Peter
were great. He always had such a wonderful spirit.

Becky Martinez - October 18, 2012 at 11:44 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers go out to your family during this difficult time. May you find
peace of mind in the days to come. Sincerely - Christine Kessler

Christine Kessler - October 18, 2012 at 11:40 AM

“

Sorry to here we lost Peter, He's in a better place now. May you rest in peace.

Terry Roark - October 18, 2012 at 11:39 AM

“

We will be thinking of you during this difficult time. Sorry for your loss. Stay strong
and Ride.

Bill & Deanna Meredith - October 18, 2012 at 10:52 AM

“

My apologies if you land up with several e-mails from me, I don't think they are going
through..
Dear Jim, Liz, John & the Entire Gerson Family. One most mourn , but also celebrate
Peter's life becasue it was one filled with great moments, great family , great love, &
great humor. Not until I saw on this site,did I know that Peter & I share the same
birthday. Us Leo's share a special bond....I know right now that you are all
expereincing great sadness on your loss, but I also believe there are others waiting
for him on the other side with great joy.
My sincerest condolences,
Margot Fraisl

Margot Fraisl - October 18, 2012 at 10:20 AM

“

Please accept my prayers for your family at this time. I had never met Peter, but have
great respect for the Gerson Family and share their greif at this moment in the
journey. Godspeed!

Colby Perkins - October 18, 2012 at 08:52 AM

“

To the Gerson Family - In was an honor to have known Peter. Here's to a good man the life he lived, the hearts he touched, the legacy he left behind in all of you. With
Sympathy, Gary and Diane.

Gary Lawrence - October 17, 2012 at 11:52 PM

“

To me Peter was truly inspirational person. His approach to life, originality and
optimism will be missed. My condolences to Peter's family and friends.

Laila Scherer - October 17, 2012 at 11:52 PM

“

Dear Julie & Family,
We just heard of Peter's passing. He will be missed by so many. Having played
Tennis
and Racquetball with him in the 60's,70'& 80's I fondly remember him as a strong
competitor and a fine gentleman. We are truly sorry for your loss.
Alan & Vicki Bronfman Boca Ratom, FL

Alan & Vicki Bronfman - October 17, 2012 at 08:52 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family of Peter Gerson.

Dixie and Dave Harrigan - October 17, 2012 at 06:42 PM

“

We send our heartfelt condolences on Peter's passing. How lucky he was to have
lived so fully with so many of you around him who loved him. We send our love,
Beth, Debbie Smith and Mark Myron.

Deborah, Beth Smith Mark Myron - October 17, 2012 at 04:46 PM

“

Sorry for your loss.

Mona Williams - October 17, 2012 at 10:51 AM

“

Sorry for your loss.

Kenzie Luna - October 17, 2012 at 10:49 AM

“

Our condolences to the entire Gerson family on this sad loss to all who had the
privilege of knowing Peter and having him in their lives. May his memory always be a
blessing.

Paul and Rosalyn Lerner - October 16, 2012 at 10:55 PM

“

My thoughts go out to the Gerson Family. It was only last week that I had a nice
conversation with Jim and express the gratitude that I had for Peter who give me the
opportunity to work for him and the company. He did not treat you as an employee
but he made you feel like you were part of his family. It was his passion and vision to
develop and create products that has helped people like me to succeed. Needless to
say "We lost a Giant" A day does not go by that I do not think WHAT WOULD
PETER DO! (W.W.P.D) to know know if I am doing it right but more importantly with
passion.
I know Peter's spirit will continue to guide The Gerson Family and the company he
built.

Joel B. Cohen - October 16, 2012 at 08:47 PM

“

I regret to hear of Peter's passing. Peter and I were swimming "buddies" at the
Olathe YMCA for several years. He was an amazing swimmer! My condolences to
his family.

John Lavendusky - October 16, 2012 at 06:08 PM

“

Although we have lost Peter, we will remember him as a person of amazing strength
in all areas of his life. Our thoughts and condolences are with Julie and the family.
Warmly,
Mary and Kiefer
Aspen

Mary and Kiefer Mendenhall - October 16, 2012 at 04:54 PM

“

Liz,
I was sorry to read about the passing of your Dad. My thoughts and prayers are with
you and your family.
Ann "Fink" Mann

Ann "Fink" Mann - October 15, 2012 at 06:52 PM

“

The entire Gerson family are and will continue to be in my prayers. May you find
peace in the days to come. God bless you all.

Pam Lee - October 15, 2012 at 03:46 PM

“

I still recall Peter from childhood, strong and charismatic, hard working, and loved his
family. My thoughts and prayers are to all the family.
Michael

Michael Block - October 15, 2012 at 01:06 PM

“

I am so blessed to be a part of the Gerson Companies & blessed to have known
Peter. He always had a way of making us laugh! My thoughts & prayers are with the
entire family.

Julia Spiess - October 15, 2012 at 10:43 AM

“

To the Gerson Family,
Even though I did not have the privilage of meeting Mr. Gerson, if Jim is any
indication of his values, then his memory will live in.
Please accept my deepest condolences.
Steven Ergang

Steven Ergang - October 15, 2012 at 09:58 AM

“

Peter Gerson, a warrior of life with sagacious sense of humor. How could anyone
who shared his last emails to his friends and family, not to respect, appreciate and
admire him more; even envy him of his love and support from his close ones.

Wan Family - October 14, 2012 at 01:46 AM

“

Sorry to hear of Peter's passing, my thoughts and prayers are with his family.
I consider Peter a wonderful mentor, I feel privilidged to have worked with him.

Stephen J Rock - October 13, 2012 at 12:12 PM

“

Gerson Family, Thinking of you. Sending sympathy and prayers for comfort and
peace. May your hearts be filled with love and cherished memories.
Kim Ford

Kim Ford - October 13, 2012 at 11:25 AM

“

John, Liz, John, Jim, Julie and family! Words seem inadequate to express the
sadness I feel about Peter's death. I am here to support you in your grieving process.
Know that he will live forever not only in your hearts, but in mine as well. With sincere
sympathy, Jackie

Jackie Williams - October 12, 2012 at 05:06 PM

“

To The Gerson Family - You have so much to be proud of in your life, your families,
and your business. Each day we will see Peter in this company. All of us have our
special memories. Be good to each other. Our thoughts and hearts are with you and
your entire family.
Kellie & Andy

Kellie Fox-Thomas and Andy Thomas - October 12, 2012 at 05:01 PM

“

we will miss you Peter.
God Bless

J R Carroll - October 12, 2012 at 04:50 PM

“

Dear Julie and Family,
So sorry for your loss,I will always remember the many family occasions we shared
over the years.
With deepest sympathy,Lea Endlich
As I got this news on my I pad I am in Wurzberg
Germany.Will plan to see you on my return.

Lea Endlich - October 12, 2012 at 12:36 PM

“

Dear Gerson family,
Just read of your loss. Please accept my sincere sympathy and prayer that the
trauma or recent days will soon fade leaving only beautiful memories.
Patsy Dunn Shanberg ( a fellow B'nai Jehudah confirmand)

patsy dunn shanberg - October 12, 2012 at 12:24 PM

“

Friends: Very sorry to hear about Peter. We always enjoyed our short visits, and
particularly that day at your Aspen home. I will remember Peter for many years, and
am sorry for your loss.

Rabbi Mark H. Levin - October 12, 2012 at 10:40 AM

“

I am thinking of all of the Gerson family at this time, and send my condolences to
each of you.

Ann Cohen - October 12, 2012 at 10:29 AM

“

To each of you...Julie, Jim, Liz, John and all the family, our thoughts are with you. As
you grieve, may you spend more time remembering Peter. So many of us will be with
you in spirit. The photo of Peter posted here is exactly the expression I will hold of
him. Bless you all.
Valorie and Randy Webster

Valorie and Randy Webster - October 12, 2012 at 10:11 AM

“

My sincere condolences to your entire family on Peters passing
I wish you sweet memories of all the happy times you all shared together.
He was a strong and proud man and will be remembered by all who knew him.
Phyllis MAIZLISH

Phyllis MAIZLISH - October 12, 2012 at 01:00 AM

“

Please accept my deepest sympathy. I grew up in KC and have such fond childhood
memories of Peter and the Gerson family, including afternoons at the lake.
May you find comfort in your good memories.

Irene Stiefel Starr - October 11, 2012 at 11:39 PM

“

Good memories of Peter. Sorry for your loss. Stay strong.

Don and Nancy Darish - October 11, 2012 at 09:33 PM

“

Julie and to your whole family, I cannot tell you how very sorry I am. Being as I'm
Loeb's sister,I was raised with the Gerson family always as wonderful neighbors and
friends. My heart goes out to you all, and I hope soon smiles will come back as you
remember a lifetime of happy memoris. I just read this on the computer, and did not
know or I would have contacted you all sooner. My love to you all-----and deepest
condolences----- Jody Granoff Weiner

Jody weiner - October 11, 2012 at 08:09 PM

“

I am sorry for your loss....he will be missed///always had a ready smile for all

Sandy Czarlinsky - October 11, 2012 at 07:20 PM

