Rhetta Turkin Goldstein
October 13, 1920 - March 6, 2013

Rhetta Turkin Goldstein, 92, passed away peacefully at her home on March 6, 2013.
Funeral services will be at 11:30am Friday, March 8, at The Louis Memorial Chapel, 6830
Troost Avenue, Kansas City, MO with burial to follow at Sheffield Cemetery. Rhetta was
born in Chicago on Oct 13, 1920 to Morris Turkin and Beatrice Gordon Turkin. She
married Nathan Goldstein on Dec 8, 1940. Although their mutually “short” heights drew
them together initially, the love and adoration they shared in 55 years of marriage was
beyond measurement. Except for a short period during WWII when she worked at
Goldstein Brothers Bag & Basket Company, Rhetta was devoted to being the wonderful
wife, mother, grandmother, sister, aunt, friend and volunteer that she always was. She was
extremely proud of her lifetime involvement with the Women’s Auxiliary of the Jewish War
Veterans, attaining the post of State Chair and volunteering countless hours to improve
the lives of veterans. Rhetta was also active in Hadassah and Kehilath Israel Synagogue
for many years, and co-initiated a multi-year roundtable discussion to connect women of
diverse backgrounds to learn from one another. She was predeceased by her parents, her
stepmother Sarah Belzer Turkin, her husband, her son, Gene Goldstein and daughter,
Sandy Eisenman, her daughter-in-law, Sandi Weisberger Goldstein, step-brother, Dr.
David Belzer of CA, and sister-in-law, Pat Turkin of FL. She is survived by her children,
Elliott & Linda Goldstein, Cheryl & Micheal Kasson, Martin Eisenman; brother, Marshall
Turkin; step-brother and wife, Ron and Judy Belzer; sister-in-law, Zona Belzer;
grandchildren Keri & Daniel Unowsky, Amy Goldstein & Barry Dicker, Marjory Eisenman,
Lynn & Lauren Mandell, Sara & Jason Gordon, Emily Perlstein, Erica Kasson & Derek
Priday, nine great-grandchildren and many loving nieces and nephews. Her love and
loyalty towards her family was unrivaled; Rhetta connected hundreds of relatives through
sharing updates and planning large family reunions across the country. Rhetta was a role
model to anyone lucky enough to know her about how to be a kind, loving, non-judgmental
and peaceful person. She will be sorely missed by her family and friends. Donations can
be made to Kehilath Israel Synagogue, Jewish War Veterans MO-KAN Post 605, Attn:
Marvin Denton, 7300 W. 107th St., Apt. #402, Overland Park, KS 66212 or a charity of
meaning to you.

Comments

“

Dear Goldstein Family,
I learned with great sadness of the passing of Rhetta. She was a wonderful, warm,
loving person who was a dear friend of my parents, Sophie and Aaron Braeman. She
worked countless hours for the benefit of the Jewish War Veterans, and always had a
smile on her face. She will be missed.
Warm regards,
Roslyn Braeman Payne

Roslyn Braeman Payne - March 26, 2013 at 11:22 AM

“

To the Goldstein Family. Going way back to the Goldstein Bros Bag Co.(before just
cardboard containers)to recently seeing her at aquatic exercises in the JCC pool. I
remember her infectious smile, her warmth and friendliness. May her memory be a
blessing.

Jerry Kaplan - March 23, 2013 at 04:49 PM

“

Dear Elliott and Linda, I was saddened to hear of your mother's passing. She was
always to sweet to me and my mother when my mother lived at the Atriums. She was
a lovely lady. My condolences to you and your family as her loss will be felt.

Anita and Sam Chaplick - March 21, 2013 at 06:34 PM

“

Sara (aunt Sara) as we called he was my mom's best friend when I was growing up.
She was a great inspiration to me and my siblings. She will be missed by all. I
remember she always was smiling.

Barry Greenstein - March 20, 2013 at 01:10 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. May her memory be for a blessing.

Frieda Soble - March 19, 2013 at 06:33 PM

“

We will miss Rhetta! She was a huge source of warmth and family connection
whenever we were fortunate enough to visit with her. Our father, Abe Baime, was so
very fond of Rhetta and she was one of the cousins he felt especially close to. Her
beaming smile and boundless energy will always be remembered.
All our love, Barb, Mitch, Marlena and Sam Goodsitt

Barbara Goodsitt - March 13, 2013 at 10:51 AM

“

Dear Goldstein Family, I would like to add my condolences on Mrs. Goldstein. Sandy
(Eisenman) and I were in a youth group together and I spent several evenings at
meetings and sleepovers...she was always so graciou and loving! You have lost a
true woman of valor. May she rest in peace.
Annette (Goldenberg) Haynes

Annette (Goldenberg) Haynes - March 12, 2013 at 04:44 PM

“

My deepest condolences over your loss. Cherish the moments spent with Rhetta.
May they live on indelibly in your heart. May G-d grant you peace. May we see
Rhetta in Gan Eden when Messiah calls. Peace be with you.

Sharon Elaine - March 11, 2013 at 09:50 PM

“

Dear Elliott, Linda, and the entire Goldstein family,
What a grand lady your mother was! She was always well-dressed because of her
warm smile. What an inspiration to others.
May the many memories you made comfort you at this difficult time,
Sonny and Max

Sonny & Max Singer - March 11, 2013 at 03:51 PM

“

Elliott very sorry to hear about your mom. We are out of town so we won't be able to
be there for the service. My dad will be at the service Tuesday and Wednesday.He
really thought your mom was a very nice lady and a true lady!

Clara and Norman Levine - March 10, 2013 at 02:48 PM

“

Our heartfelt condolences to the entire family. Not everyone can say they had such a
warm and loving Aunt as I. We will miss her contagious smile. With love, Brad &
Chris

Brad Turkin & Christopher Halsey - March 08, 2013 at 02:28 PM

“

Rhetta was such a special person that words seem so insufficient. I am so sorry to
noy have been able to be there in person with the Goldsteins and all of Rhetta's
friends. Ours hearts are heavy but our souls are blessed to have been loved by such
a compassionate and generous woman.
God bless you Rhetta

scott turkin and family - March 08, 2013 at 02:19 PM

“

My condolences to the Goldstein Family.
I have know most of the Goldsteins all my life and was fortunate to meet Marshall
Turkin at a concert he was giving in Boca Raton a few months ago. We talked about
Rhetta and my growing up in Kansas City.
May she rest in peace

Bobbie Bograd - March 08, 2013 at 10:04 AM

“

So sorry. She was such a sweet lady always with a big smile. I remember her fondly.
We are leaving tittle morning to see grand kids in Texas so can't be at funeral.
Hopefully we join you for shiva. May her memory be a blessing.
Pete and Enid.

Pete Levi - March 07, 2013 at 09:04 PM

“

Rhetta was the sweetest lady I've had the pleasure to meet over the years. She
always had a smile. I always enjoyed talking to her at the Atrium's and shul. Sorry for
your loss. May her memory be a blessing.

Michele Magariel - March 07, 2013 at 06:40 PM

“

Rhetta was a joy to be with and truly will be missed by all. Her easy smile and twinkle
in her eyes gavea quiet assurance that everything was going to be all right. Our
deepest condolones to the entire family. May it be soon that all those blessings are a
source of strength for you. In friendship.

Felicia & Seymour Weiner - March 07, 2013 at 08:19 AM

“

Dear Elliott, Linda and family,
Very sorry to hear about your mother. What a sharp and vibrant woman. May all the
good times help you with your grief. Thinking of you!
Karyn & Jeff Weiner

Karyn & Jeff Weiner - March 07, 2013 at 07:23 AM

“

Elliot and Linda. Sorry to hear of your mother's passing. My condolences go out to
you and your family.

Walter Rosel - March 06, 2013 at 10:58 PM

“

To the entire Goldstein,Eisenman families .
Rhett's was one in a million and always flashed her beautiful smile that was so
contagious . She always included me in her 'families' gatherings for the past 46
years. Rhett's love of family was so obvious and made her 'one outstanding' woman!
May you always remember her. Her life is a blessing and may you always think of
her,just ......
SMILE-janet

Janet R. Shaw - March 06, 2013 at 07:25 PM

“

We are leaving town early Friday morning, so will be unable to be at the funeral.Our
thoughts and prayers are with you. Hopefully, we can attend Shiva next week.
Love,
Susie & Jerry

Jerry & Susie Klinock - March 06, 2013 at 06:43 PM

“

Elliott & Linda, we are so sorry to hear of your mother's passing. What a wonderful
lady with an infectious smile. We will be unable to attend the service for her but want
you to know we are thinking of you during this difficult time.
With our deepest sympathy,
Fani & Billy

Bill & Fani Schifman - March 06, 2013 at 05:53 PM

“

To the entire Goldstein family. I have such fond memories of being with Rhetta at
Sisterhood meetings. She was such an inspiration to me. When thinking of Rhetta
you will always remember that warm and welcoming smile. May her memory be for a
blessing. Marlene

Marlene Krakow - March 06, 2013 at 05:34 PM

