RICHARD von ENDE
July 28, 1940 - May 1, 2017

Rick von Ende—cherished husband, father, brother, colleague, and friend—died at
1:35am on Monday, May 1, 2017 on the date of his 29th wedding anniversary, surrounded
by loved ones who fulfilled every day of his life.
Born in Pittsburgh, PA on July 28,1940, our dad was, at various points in his wondrous
life, a country-western band bass player and vocalist, a football player and surfer, a United
States Marine, a student, poet, amateur drag car racer, semi-Pro rugby player, world
traveler, President and Chief Executive Officer at Health Midwest Office Facilities
Corporation, Executive Secretary to the University of Kansas and the school’s chief
lobbyist, synagogue board member, and kids' athletic coach. He inspired us all with his
many stories, including his experiences in the March on Washington and hard fought
battle early on in support of Title IX. His life was one lived through an ever changing world,
but he was a paragon of consistency and values throughout his 76 years.
Our father was a commanding presence both in person and in the lives of those who knew
him. Those who were so fortunate know that his hands never idled nor did he ever
condition his love. He was a man who never took a second chance for granted and—like
his chosen namesake, Micah—he diligently pursued goodness, duty, and justice for all of
his days. He was our lifelong champion and showed us, day-in-and-day-out, the value of
showing up in life. In his final days, his friends and loved ones demonstrated how well they
absorbed this lesson of his life.
Our dad will be tremendously missed by all of those who survive him. But his legacy will
live on through the many lives he touched with his gentle and persistent kindness, with his
dedication to showing up. Our father's strength and sense of self is evident in his son,
Matteo. His kindness and humor in his daughter, Jennifer. His diligence and demeanor in
his daughter, Elizabeth. His integrity and brilliance in his daughter, Samantha. His values
and love of family in his brother-in-law and sister-in-law, Jerry Stolov and Judy Elliott and
his brother and sister-in-law, Ted and Catharyn. His commitment to excellence in his
sister, Terry. And the light of his life lives on in the eyes and smile of his wife, Dr. Harriet
Langley. There is great comfort in the knowledge that both his good deeds and his lifelong
dedication to the wellbeing of others have ripple effects that will surely outlast us all. He
will be carried forward in spirit and memory with all of us for the remainder of our lives.

The funeral will be held at Louis Memorial Chapel, 6830 Troost Ave, Kansas City, MO on
Wednesday May 3, 2017 at 1:00pm. Shiva will follow at the family home. We ask that, in
lieu of flowers, donations be made in his memory to the American Hebrew Academy
(www.americanhebrewacademy.org).
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Comments

“

Dear Harriet, Jerry and wonderful family. I was always amazed at what a wonderful
man he was, with all his business endeavors, community service and to always make
family a priority. He will be missed by your family all those who knew him. Ron
Meyers

Ron Meyers - May 14, 2017 at 01:16 PM

“

Dr. Langley and Family,
Very sorry to hear of Rick's passing. I had the privilege of meeting both of you when I
worked for Doctors Winer, Aks,and Kaufmann at the old Menorah. May your
wonderful memories help comfort you and may his memory be for a blessing.
Carla and Mickey Lieberman

Carla Lieberman - May 05, 2017 at 04:13 PM

“

When Rick worked at KU, I was his personal secretary from 1977-1984, but I learned
so much more about him by reading his obituary. I was amazingly surprised to learn
he has four children as he didn't have any when I worked for him. He was a great
person to work for and very knowledgeable about government. We got along really
well, I did so many errands for him by running documents to Topeka to the
Legislature, going to the KU Student Union on errands, the KU Library, doing some
of his personal errands, and by being the secretary for the Chancellor's search when
KU searched for a new Chancellor and Rick was in charge of the process. If I had
known in time that he passed, I would have attended his funeral and am sad that I
didn't get to attend. My condolences to his family for their loss.

Betty Grammer - May 04, 2017 at 10:44 PM

“

We have lived next door to Rick and his family for many years and have known them
for many more. Still, we have learned so much more about Rick by reading the
obituary and hearing the thoughtful words shared at his service. We are impressed
that it all describes such a productive and meaningful life. Our thoughts will be with
his loved ones.
Willie and Sandra Lawrence
2809 West 117th Street

Sandra Lawrence - May 03, 2017 at 04:22 PM

“

Going to school with Samantha, I met her father several times. He was always ready
with a smile and a joke. His memory and spirit will always live on with his family.
Alex Bigus

Alex Bigus - May 03, 2017 at 12:24 PM

“

Harriet and kids - Lee and I both felt a great deal of affection towards Rick, both
professionally and personally. We're sorry we lost touch through the years, but
please know that he has always held a special place in our hearts. Our heartfelt
sympathies go to you all. May your memories be a comfort and a blessing.
Lee and Amy Stepp Greif

Lee and Amy Stepp Greif - May 03, 2017 at 12:08 PM

“

Although I did not know Richard, I am fortunate to know Elizabeth, and it is evident
that her parents are responsible for the intelligent, kind, and beautiful soul that she
has become. It is a nice testament that will live on through the lives that Elizabeth will
touch as a future physician. Gautam Desai

G - May 02, 2017 at 06:06 PM

“

Dearest Harriett and family, Infrequent as our visits were with you and Rick the
energy, the depth of character and accomplishments that Rick had and you shared
continued to touch all who might e in his company. May you and the family revel in
what he stood for continually. And, may his memory always be for a Blessing.
Stuart Davis, Rabbi

Stuart Rabbi - May 02, 2017 at 04:00 PM

“

I'm so sorry to hear about Rick. We had just had lunch a little while ago. I have been
blessed to share life with Rick since the early 90's. Words cannot express my
sympathy to his family who he loved so much. I know he will be missed!
Aaron Robison

Aaron Robison - May 02, 2017 at 12:00 PM

“

Rick's smile in the photo says it all about his joy for life. He approached everything
from work to our studying together with that same enthusiasm. His life was a blessing
and his memory will also be one especially for those of us who were privileged to
share special times with him.
Linda and Alan Cohen

Alan Cohen - May 02, 2017 at 10:55 AM

“

Dear Dr. Langley and family, Phillip and I were saddened by the death of your
husband, Richard. May his memory be for a blessing. Barbara & Phillip Goodbinder

Barbara Goodbinder - May 02, 2017 at 10:38 AM

“

Christine R. W. Jennings lit a candle in memory of RICHARD von ENDE

Christine R. W. Jennings - May 01, 2017 at 07:22 PM

“

Dr. Langley, I did not know your husband, but I worked with you many years ago at the old
Menorah Medical Center. I pray that you will find comfort at this time with the memories of
your life together,and with the loving support of family and friends around you at this time.
Christine R. W. Jennings - May 01, 2017 at 07:25 PM

“

Although we did not know Richard well, the limited associations we had would have
given us reason to believe each word written in his beautiful obituary. We are
saddened by your family's loss, and wish you all strength and comfort.

Mark Edelman and karin lichterman - May 01, 2017 at 04:36 PM

“

So very sorry to hear this sad news about Rick! I worked for him at Menorah at the
time when Samantha was born. He was so in love with being a father and so proud
of his new baby girl! We lost touch over the years but I feel deep sadness at the
news of his death.The obit was beautiful. One thing you forgot to mention among his
many talents: he was a great writer and editor. My thoughts and prayers are with you
all.
Merrily Jackson

Merrily Jackson - May 01, 2017 at 04:20 PM

“

So sorry to hear of your loss. Rick's memory will be a blessing in our community for
many years to come. May they bring you comfort in your time of grief.

Rabbi Levin - May 01, 2017 at 01:13 PM

