Rita Ann Kahn
September 29, 1929 - December 14, 2019

Rita Ann Kahn, 90, died peacefully on December 14th, 2019 at Menorah Medical Center
from complications of congestive heart failure. Beloved mother, wife, sister, daughter, and
grandmother, she was born on September 29th, 1929, in Kansas City.
The daughter of a butcher from Poland, William Horwitz, and Mary Rovick, a homemaker
from Atchison, Kansas. The older of 2 siblings, she was the protector of her ‘baby brother’,
Bob Horwitz, whom she defended to the death, and with whom she enjoyed a close and
loving relationship all through her life.
In school, Rita Ann devoured all the classic books, and excelled in singing; she sang in a
trio for years and never lost her love of music from the Great American Songbook. She
wanted to go to college but somehow no one noticed that she was actually a great
candidate for higher education, so she worked for a coffin-making company and for Lays
Potato Chips instead.
After fending off numerous beaus because of her movie star looks and flirty personality,
she was swept off her feet in 1951, when she met and married Gilbert Joseph Kahn, to
whom she was married for 63 years until his death at age 90 in 2014 .
In 1973, after raising two children, Stuart and Sarilee, Rita Ann went to work for Gilbert’s
business, the Morton-Kahn Construction Company, which eventually became the 12th
largest company of its kind at the time in Kansas City. When Gilbert retired in 1985, Rita
found work in desktop publishing at Baptist Memorial Hospital, where she stayed for the
next decade.
She adored traveling and voyaged to China, Israel, Egypt, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, and
France, in addition to numerous adventurous cruises and yearly sojourns to New York City
to see all the current Broadway shows.
Throughout the years, she was a bowler, played tennis and golf, and loved to work out

and do aerobics and spin classes. More recently, she had taken up bridge, and continued
to play mah jong and cards. She also adored movies, especially the old ones, which she
savored on Netflix.
Rita particularly loved to love, and had many friends, young and old, who adored her in
return. She had a special place in her heart for her children and grandchildren, Nicole, 13,
and Ariel, 16. And she was an honorary grandma to the kids and grandkids of her niece,
Sherri Hermanson.
After Gilbert died, Rita took up happy residence at Village Shalom, where she formed
many wonderful friendships.
Rita Kahn is survived by her son Stuart and granddaughters, Ariel and Nicole; her
daughter, Sarilee and her husband David Singer; and her brother, Bob Horwitz. The family
is grateful to Village Shalom, Menorah Medical Center, and the community of family and
friends who gave Rita such joy in life. For all of us, a light has gone out in the
stratosphere. May she rest in peace.
The funeral will be held at Louis Memorial Chapel beginning at 3 pm on Tuesday,
December 17th, 2019. Interment will be at Rose Hill Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, the family
requests that donations be made to the Jewish Community Center’s White Theatre.
Please contact Donor Relations Manager, Felice Azorsky (913) 981-8895.

Events
DEC
17

Funeral

03:00PM

Louis Memorial Chapel
6830 Troost Ave, Kansas City, MO, US, 64131

DEC
17

Receiving

06:00PM - 07:00PM

at the home of Rita Kahn. Please call the funeral home for further information.
KS, US

DEC
17

Shiva

07:00PM

at the home of Rita Kahn. Please call the funeral home for further information.
12236 Dearborn Street, Overland Park, KS, US, 66209

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Louis Memorial Chapel - December 16, 2019 at 10:41 AM

“

Dear family,
Our sincere condolences for the loss of a beautiful wife, mom, grandmother, and
lady.
With all our love.
Randi and Larry Haith

Larry Haith - December 18, 2019 at 11:49 AM

“

Rita found a place in my heart when Gilbert was here at Village Shalom in rehab. I
started my admiration of this lady then and it continues still. When we were getting
her Villa ready and she was in rehab, she trusted us to do her leg work and bring the
best options to her from which to make choices. Of course the Villa is/was lovely and
was totally hers. I continued to see her often and we only grew closer as time went
by. Once I was showing her Villa and the gentleman said I know you, she agreed and
they figured out she had been the singer and he had played the clarinet player in a
group that used to play together. "Small World". That was when I learned about the
facet of her life.
She was fun, young at heart and one wonderful woman. My life is brighter for having
know her. I know her family will miss her and send you my condolences. BUT she will
also be missed by her Village Shalom of which I am one. Good Bye, Miss Rita. Love
you. Donna Harmon

Donna Harmon - December 17, 2019 at 12:14 PM

“

Rita was much more than a good neighbor. Four years ago she welcomed me to
Village Shalom when I was very discouraged, having lost my own wife, also named
Rita. Last week I called her and realized she was having a very difficult time
adjusting to a portable oxygen supply. At least she did not have to experience weeks
of pain and suffering. She will be sadly missed by Larry Poisner.

Larry Poisner - December 17, 2019 at 11:38 AM

“

Rita indeed loved singing and was part of my trio with Lois Bodker known as the
MELO-DEARS! My sincere condolences on her departure to her dear family and
friends...signed
Trudi Noren (aka Trudi Brown-aka Trudi Mann) and Ray Noren- Oceanside, CA

Trudi Brown Noren - December 16, 2019 at 10:42 PM

“

Rita's smile lit up every room. Her warmth and friendliness will be missed by all of us
who ever knew her. She was young at heart no matter her years. My condolences to
all of your family.
Sandi Lerner

Sandi Lerner - December 16, 2019 at 11:00 AM

“

Dear Sara,
I am so sorry to learn about the loss of your mother. She sounded like an amazing woman
so much like you - full of life and vitality. I am so happy that you were able to spend the time
with her during her illness. We would talk about our mothers and the importance of being
with them. Wishing you strength through the mourning process and I will be thinking of you.
Sending a big hug across the miles and my sincere condolences to the entire family. I miss
you.
Warm wishes,
Sharon Bond
Sharon Bond - December 19, 2019 at 06:22 AM

“

Dearest Bob, Sherri and family,
We are so sorry to have lost a very special lady. Seeing her at Village Shalom,
always dressed so beautifully, playing bridge and being her fun self. May she rest in
peace.
Janet and Harold Price

Janet Price - December 16, 2019 at 10:01 AM

“

Rita was such a special person, my mother's best friend and sometimes a second
Mom to me. We had such great times whether it was trying on clothes, cleaning out
closets and
going out to dinner and movies. She was such a positive person and was always so
much
fun to be with. I will miss her so much. But I know all the old gang will be together
now up there Rita, Jackie, Gerean and Shirley. Rita Ann, rest in peace.
Love, Susie

Susan Shatz - December 15, 2019 at 09:24 PM

“

Rita had a lot of sparkle. I can understand why she had friends old and young.
Once I went to her house. She has other friends and family there. She asked if
wanted something to drink?
I asked her if she had vodka and olives
Yes , she said. She got very animated. She had a huge bottle of olives!
I visited later a couple times for martinis. Rita was so well read, we never had
enough time to finish all our conversation.
I will miss her. My deepest condolences.

linda steeves- haith - December 15, 2019 at 07:56 PM

“

I was a relatively new friend of Rita's, but I felt a special friendship with her. We
shared lots of laughs and lousy mah jongg hands sometimes every Tuesday at her
villa, as well as fun at events in the big buidlng on Tuesday nights.
I hope that you'll remember her for all of the reasons you listed on this site and that
this will give you some peace. She was a wonderful person.
I'm glad that I had the privilege to know her.
I am Betty Bikson

betty l. bikson - December 15, 2019 at 06:08 PM

“

I will always remember Rita with her loving smile and her words of encouragement.
She was a wonderful friend to me. I send my love and support to her family. I have
another angel in heaven to watch over me. May she rest.

Pamela Rosenberg - December 15, 2019 at 04:30 PM

“

OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE HOROWITZ AND KAHN FAMILIES .

Alvin Levin - December 15, 2019 at 02:46 PM

“

Sending condolences to Sarilee and all her family on your loss.

karin lichterman - December 15, 2019 at 01:33 PM

“

Stuart and Sarilee so sorry for your loss. Rita was a real beauty inside and out. May
her soul Rest In Peace of blessed memories!

Myron Haith - December 15, 2019 at 12:02 PM

