RITA ROTH POISNER
May 2, 1929 - March 8, 2015

Rita Roth Poisner, age 85, of Kansas City, Missouri, passed away on March 8, 2015. Rita
was born in Philipsburg, PA on May 2, 1929. She attended the University of Pittsburgh
and was an elementary school teacher in University City, MO. She earned a doctorate in
education from Washington University in St. Louis and then became a faculty member of
the Department of Education at Rockhurst University until her retirement in 2002.
Hundreds of her students began their teaching careers and learned to “do it again” as she
sought to maximize their skills. In her retirement, she tutored students at University
Academy.
Rita was an active writer. Her publications include The Power of Song, which was
researched in Israel and recognized as the national winner in children’s literature by the
Jewish Book Council. Her other books include The Story Road to Literacy, a guide for
teachers on using folktales to teach literacy skills to students, and a memoir of her
childhood entitled 414 Pine Street. She also published several poems.
Rita was a member of The New Reform Temple and active in their Jewish Study Group.
She was a musician, playing French horn in the Philipsburg High School marching band,
and then as a member of The New Horizons Band. She was a founding member of
Shireinu, the Jewish Community Chorale, a member of the choir at The Temple
Congregation B’nai Jehudah, and a participant in the National Jewish Choral Festival. She
was also an adventurer, climbing mountains in Colorado, and visiting Israel and China.
She was a loving wife, mother, sister, step-mother, and grandmother. Rita was warm,
funny, caring, generous, and family-oriented. She made every family holiday and
gathering special. She will be missed by many.
She was predeceased by her parents Adolph and Rose Roth, and her siblings Ruth
Mandelbaum and Frank Roth. She is survived by her husband Larry Poisner, her sister
Esther Claster, her daughter Beth Levant and son-in-law James Gregory Williams, stepchildren Sandra Pasik and husband Ron Pasik, Steven Poisner, Charles Poisner, and
Andrea Poisner-Corchine and husband Robert Corchine, and grandchildren Lissa
Leibson, Max Poisner, Sarah Poisner, Lauren Poisner, and Katie Poisner.
Funeral services will be held on Wednesday, March 11 at 11:00 AM at Louis Memorial
Chapel, 6830 Troost Ave, Kansas City, MO. In lieu of flowers, the family requests that

donations be made to the St. Luke’s Mid-America Heart Institute, 4401 Wornall Rd.,
Kansas City, MO 64111.
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Comments

“

Dear Larry --Steve and I were so sad to hear of your loss of your dear wife Rita. We
remember her storytime at Kol Ami. Sincerely Linda & Steve Sakin

Linda & Steve Sackin - March 12, 2015 at 07:42 PM

“

Rita was one of the most exceptional people I know. We had lunches and coffee with
Crestwood friends, and I could always count on Rita for smart and funny
conversation. She also liked my fruit crisp which made me very happy.
I gave her book on teaching using folk tales to my sister who teaches ESL at a
community college. I loved the way she celebrated education, and I have missed her
wise thinking since we moved. Priscilla

priscilla brown - March 12, 2015 at 12:19 PM

“

Larry, we extend to you and your family our deepest sympathy. May she rest in
everlasting peace, and may you be consoled by memories of your many years
together. Betty & Bill Markey

Bill Markey - March 11, 2015 at 10:42 PM

“

Even though we knew Rita for only a brief period of time, it was a great privilege. We
admired her brilliant mind and intellectual curiosity, her musical talent, and her
wonderful way with words. "The Power of Song" was a real contribution and delight
to read, and we thoroughly enjoyed "414 Pine Street" and were hoping there might
be a sequel. Alas, that was not to be, but we will cherish memories of this multifaceted, lovely and gracious woman. Our heartfelt sympathy to you, Larry, and to all
the family on the grievous loss of your beloved Rita.
Carla and Tibor Klausner

Carla and Tiberious Klausner - March 11, 2015 at 06:40 PM

“

Frank Franke lit a candle in memory of RITA ROTH POISNER

frank franke - March 11, 2015 at 03:03 PM

“

Larry,
I am so sorry for your loss of Rita, she was a wonderful person! she will be missed by
all who knew her.such a vibrant & Happy person. Accept mysinceresympathy. Hope
you are doing well. Frank Franke, fsfranke@sbc global.net

frank franke - March 11, 2015 at 03:01 PM

“

We will miss our neighbor.
Kristie and Fred

Fred Wolferman - March 11, 2015 at 09:18 AM

“

Sorry to hear of Rita's death...a lovely lady and so friendly always.

Sandy Czarlinsky - March 10, 2015 at 09:44 PM

“

Singing in choir with Rita and Larry at Kol Ami. In our tiny choir, Rita and I were
sometimes the only women at practice. We would sit together in our pew, and
probably talk more than we got work done! She was a lovely and gracious woman,
and a blessing to all who knew her.

Leah Merrill - March 10, 2015 at 07:14 PM

“

Larry's quartet singing "Happy Birthday" at the door of their condo

dr phil dibble and priscilla brown - March 10, 2015 at 11:25 AM

“

Rita, an amazing woman, brilliant yet self-effacing. A lovely person to know and one
who will be missed. She lived fiercely and probably died the same way. Our feelings
of grief to Larry and family. This is a hard one to deal with.
Phil Dibble Priscilla Brown

dr phil dibble and priscilla brown - March 10, 2015 at 11:23 AM

“

we are so sorry for your loss. Our sincere condolences to you and yoaur family
Marlene and Stanley Katz

marlene katz - March 10, 2015 at 11:20 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. Janice Scharf

Janice Scharf - March 09, 2015 at 10:13 PM

“

A wonderful, warm, intelligent lady who will be missed by all. We send sympathy and
condolences to Larry and all her family.
Marilyn and Steve Koshland

marilyn Koshland - March 09, 2015 at 05:01 PM

“

I met Rita at her daughter Beth's recent holiday party. I was so impressed by what a
beautiful spirit she was! It explained a lot about the amazing woman she raised who I'm
proud to call my friend. I know Rita will be missed. And remembered well. I'm sorry I didn't
get a chance to know her better.
Stephanie Bonnett - March 10, 2015 at 10:50 AM

“

Memories of singing with Rita, Larry and Andrea in Paul Silbersher's B'nai Jehudah's choir
brings sweet thoughts of a lovely family. May Rita's memory be for a blessing....
Pam Feingold Brooks - March 10, 2015 at 12:45 PM

“

Larry, Andrea and family, I am so sorry for your loss. Rita was one of the first people I met
when I moved to KC in '93. She took me under her wing at choir rehearsal at the temple.
Also, I bought her wonderful book and read the stories to my mom when she was no longer
able to read herself.
Jackie Perlman - March 11, 2015 at 02:50 PM

“

My condolences to the Poisner family. She was such a lovely lady. Andi Halpern Plotsky
Andrea (Andi) Halpern Plotskt - March 12, 2015 at 11:11 PM

