Robert A. Kumin
April 29, 1947 - October 12, 2020

It is with great sadness and utter disbelief that the family of Robert A. Kumin of Lenexa,
KS announce the passing of Robert A. Kumin on October 12th, 2020.
Bob was born on April 29, 1947 to the late Saul and Evelyn Kumin of Cleveland, Ohio. He
graduated from Ohio State University in March, 1969 with a degree in Labor Economics.
Bob continued his education at Ohio State University earing a Juris Doctor, cum laude, in
June, 1972. He married the love of his life Carole Conant in May, 1969 in Cleveland, Ohio
and have been happily married for 51 years. They were remarried in Las Vegas in May,
1994 by a fuller-figure Elvis.
Hallmark Cards brought Bob to the Kansas City area where he joined their legal
department in 1972. He remained on staff at Hallmark Cards for two years after which he
opened his own law firm specializing in creditors rights, collections, and bankruptcy. He is
a member of multiple professional affiliations including American Bankruptcy Institute,
American Bar Association, Bankruptcy and Insolvency Subcommittee, Johnson County
Bar Association, Kansas City Bankruptcy Bar Association, Kansas City Metropolitan Bar
Association and Missouri Bankers Association. Bob was the only creditor’s rights attorney
appointed to the Kansas Bankruptcy Bench Bar in 2006.
Bob was an active member of Ohev Sholom Synagogue and served as president from
1986 to 1987. He always said Ohev Sholom Synagogue had the warmest, friendliest
people and considered the members his extended family. He especially loved the kids and
would entertain them with his Cookie Monster and Count Dracula impersonations. Bob
was also a past president of his Homeowners Association and a volunteer at the JFS
Food Pantry. His insatiable appetite for reading prompted him to become a volunteer
reading coach for adults studying to get their GED. His hobbies were few in number but he
was passionate about the ones he did enjoy such as reading, gardening when his back
and knees permitted him to do so, visiting casinos, and working.
He is survived by his loving wife and best friend Carole, two sons and daughters-in-law:
Bradley and Tracy Kumin of Houston, TX and Jeffrey and Meg Kumin of Lenexa, KS as
well as one grandson (Elijah) and five granddaughters (Tyler, Jonna, Aria, Sydney and
Kylie) whom he will always cherish. Bob also leaves behind two brothers and sisters-inlaw: Harvey and Nancy Kumin of Cleveland, Ohio and Dr. Gerald and June Kumin of

Naples, Fl as well as many more loving friends and relatives who will miss him very much.
Condolences may be shared at www.louismemorialchapel.com. In lieu of flowers please
send donations to: JFS Food Pantry, Kansas City Hospice House, ASPCA or Ohev
Sholom. Private family services will be held at Mt. Carmel Cemetery.
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Comments

“

I miss my father dearly and will remember him always. What I loved most about my
dad was his unconditional love, whit, sense of humor and his ability to put life into
perspective. My brother and I are very lucky to of been blessed with such wonderful
parents. Love you always

Brad Kumin - February 03 at 06:46 PM

“

I just heard of Bob's passing. He was such a good person. As a debtor's attorney,
Bob was always on the other side of a case. That being said, he was the absolute
best to work with. He was smart & tough as a lawyer, but always fair and always
congenial. When I was a young attorney, Bob was a great mentor. Later on, he was
always someone to commiserate with. He was very special and very funny and I will
miss him tremendously.

Jeff Wagoner - January 29 at 03:04 PM

“

I was so terribly sorry to hear of Bob's passing. I still remember the first time I spoke
with him back in the Fall of 1995. I was a young attorney in need of guidance and he
was so gracious with his time, jovial and a wonderful coach. I can't count how many
times I've reached out to him over the past twenty-five years with a little question or
just for some moral support. What a wonderful, kind generous soul and I'm so sorry
that we have lost him. To the Kumin Family, who even knows how many people your
dear Husband/Father has touched that you never even heard about. Thank you for
sharing Bob with us. He will be in our hearts and in our prayers.
--Jimmy Fendelman, St. Louis, MO

Jimmy Fendelman - December 02, 2020 at 06:52 PM

“

Bob and I were good friends when we were kids in Shaker Heights, Ohio. I
remember a kind, smart and shy young man. But.. while reading of his vast
achievements, it was not surprising considering the Impressive mind and warm heart
I clearly remember from all those years ago. My beautiful memories of those days Of
friendship with Bob will live on.
We send much love and our deepest condolences to Bob’s family & friends. May he
Rest In Peace.

Richard Brezner - October 31, 2020 at 06:17 PM

“

Barbara and my deepest condolences on your loss. My heart goes out to his wife,
children and the rest of his extended family.

Jeremy Kumin - October 21, 2020 at 07:32 PM

“

When your children fall in love, marry ,and leave home your family grows. Bob was
the Captain who set an example that we were all part of one big family. Bob and
Carole made you feel special, Such a wonderful gift. Happy to part of the KUMIN
FAMILY. thank you for Brad and Tracy. Bob left us all with good memories. Martha
Cade

Martha Batiste-Cade - October 15, 2020 at 08:46 PM

“

Although we knew Bob & Carole for such a short time, we became instant friends
and good neighbors at their Florida property.
Both Bob & Carole were such kind people and extended their friendship and care
during my husband's illness and hospitalizations. They did whatever they could to
help, by watering the garden plants, shopping during Covid-19 and lending their
constant support.
We will miss Bob wandering over to share a story or a joke. He was a kind and
humorous soul. We went to dinner with Bob & Carole, at Bob's suggestion, to a place
here in Florida called "Southfork". It has now become our favorite place. Each and
every time we go, we toast Bob and remember him fondly.
We extend to Carole, Brad, Jeff and all of Bob's family our sincerest sympathy for
your loss. Today, Bob's passing is everyone's loss. He will be missed. We do hope
that Carole will return to Florida in the future.
May G-d Bless you all!
Fondly,
Denise & Tony Parlovecchio

Denise Parlovecchio - October 15, 2020 at 04:54 PM

“

I was shocked and saddened to hear of Bob's passing. What a wonderful man,
husband, father and human being he was. His light will never be extinguished, but
shine on in our hearts forever. My deepest condolences to Carol, Brad, Jeffrey and
all his family and friends. May G-d comfort you among all the mourners of Zion and
Jerusalem. Peace be upon him.

Shelia Shafer - October 15, 2020 at 03:07 PM

“

Carole,
I am so shocked and saddened to hear the news of Bob's passing. Please know I am
thinking of you and your family and praying for all of you. He was such a smart man
who loved what he did but he loved his family and you more than anything. I am so
thankful to have known Bob!
Deb Poore

Deb Poore - October 15, 2020 at 09:42 AM

“

a time when so many merely surf life's waves, finding only their own ways, living only
for the day's bounty and the fleeting attention they so crave...but there remain good
men who with quiet grace, humility, generosity of spirit and love...those who with a
full heart commit their lives to others...to family, friendships and to their communities,
those whose vision is broad and deep..who see beyond the waves...to the horizon...
a new day...another day of dedication. These are the men who inspire us to do
more...to help more and to give more of our own selves. Through all our years of
friendship Bob has been for me who we are when we are our best... and for me, as
for so many others, my gratitude for Bob... a very good man....will remain for a
lifetime as will my sorrow for his loss.
Andrew Gold

Andrew Gold - October 15, 2020 at 01:28 AM
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Andrew Gold - October 15, 2020 at 01:28 AM

“

I never could have asked for a better boss, mentor, and friend. Bob was always there
to share an off color joke, bounce ideas off of, or expertly dismantle in minutes a
legal theory that took me hours to formulate. I am so thankful for the 11 years he was
in my life. I will miss him dearly.

Randall Barron - October 14, 2020 at 08:31 PM

“

We were profoundly saddened to hear of Bob’s passing. We were stunned by this
news. We share in your sadness as you remember him. Not only was he a special
friend but his kindness, gentle manner and charitable ways taught us a lot. From
weekend and holiday ‘expeditions’ to the casino to sharing laughs and good times,
he will be greatly missed. Our hearts go out to you and the family in this time of
sorrow. We send healing prayers and comforting hugs. We wish you all strength at
this very difficult time. He will be in our hearts and memories forever. May his
memory be a blessing. May he rest in perfect peace.

Barb and Steve Stras - October 14, 2020 at 04:06 PM

“

Carole and family, I am so sorry for your loss. Bob was a special person, one of a
kind, and brilliantly so. I am so sad that he has passed, but I am thankful that I
experienced the gift of knowing Bob for 30 years. As an attorney, I had many cases
with Bob. I confess that initially Bob intimidated me a bit, because of his bigger than
life personality. But over time we became friends, and he was one of my favorite
attorneys and people. Chatting with Bob on the telephone, as we worked through a
case, was a delight. When I was appointed to the bench as a bankruptcy judge,
unfortunately these opportunities evaporated. Although we were still able to enjoy his
presence in court, I dearly missed those frequent conversations. Bob simply made
the world a better place.
Robert Berger

Robert Berger - October 14, 2020 at 02:24 PM

“

I just learned of Bob's passing. Bob was a friend, a colleague and mentor. I can still
hear his friendly voice in my head and find it difficult to believe he is gone. Those
who knew him will agree that he was a zealous advocate but always a gentleman.
He will live on in our memories and we will tell his story as I am sure everyone who
knew him will.
Linda Tarpley

Linda Tarpley - October 14, 2020 at 01:33 PM

“

Few attorneys exemplify the standard "Scholar and Gentleman" but Bob did. His
knowledge of the law, professionalism, and courtesy set an example for us all. Rest
in Peace, Bob.

Louis Wade - October 14, 2020 at 11:06 AM

“

Shelia Shafer is following this tribute.

Shelia Shafer - October 14, 2020 at 10:56 AM

“

We are so very sorry to hear of Bob's passing. I am not sure that Kelli and Matt knew
that
Cookie Monster was not really Bob! He always had a smile or something humorous
to say even at Onegs ! What a dear, sweet man! Thank you Carole for sharing him.
He made this place a bit shinier and sunnier! Hugs, Marilyn and Cal Cohen

Marilyn Lerner Cohen - October 13, 2020 at 11:02 PM

“

Carole and family, I knew Bob as a lawyer who was on the other side of my cases
when I was younger and in practice, and who appeared in my court when I was a
judge and older. He was diligent, hard-working, and a lot of fun to work with. Bob was
as honest as could be, which meant that he sometimes had to deliver bad news to
his clients, something that he was able to do both directly, and gently. Once in a
while, when a court docket was done, he would stick around to chat and always had
a story to tell. He was a pleasure to be with, and to work with. My deepest
condolences to all of you.

Arthur Federman - October 13, 2020 at 08:54 PM

“

Upon hearing of Bob's passing, I am heartbroken. I considered Bob a friend. He
always took time out of his day when I would reach out to him for advice about a
case. Although we were always on opposite sides of the Courtroom, I very much
valued his legal opinion, as well as his views on life in general. Our conversations
frequently veered away from the case and would often times become lengthy talks
about all kinds of topics. I will miss Bob greatly and I feel immense sadness for his
wife and family. We have lost a great one, and I am sorry. Please accept my
condolences.

Jordan Schwartz - October 13, 2020 at 05:33 PM

“

So very sorry for your loss Carole, family and coworkers. Bob was the light in the
room. I will miss his stories and hugs.

Lori Van Fleet - October 13, 2020 at 04:58 PM

“

It was nearly impossible to be a client of Bob's without also being his friend. I will
miss his stories. I will miss his laugh. I will miss hearing his perspective on life and
current events. But mostly, I will just miss Bob.

Brad Harvey - October 13, 2020 at 03:47 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss, Carole and family. I am the guy that met with Bob in
Vegas and several KC casinos after we first met as creditor attorneys on the same
case. You know Bob, he was the one telling the dealers what to do!!!
I had to leave Bob one time to attend Mass while in Vegas and a week later I get a
note from the church that Bob had made a gift to that church thanking me for our
friendship! --not surprising to you i know--he was that kind of guy.
We had many dinner discussions over business strategies and even religion.
The world was better for having him and thank you for sharing Bob with us.
Paul H. Berens

Paul Berens - October 13, 2020 at 03:32 PM

“

Carole, I am so sorry to hear of your loss. Bob was such a wonderful person. We
worked on both the same sides and on opposite sides of cases. He was always
respectful to my position but a great advocate for his clients. As we grew older, he
often spoke of cutting back his hours so that he could spend more time with you,
your kids and grandkids. I could tell by his smile and the sound of his voice that he
adored all of you. May his memory be a blessing.
Erlene Krigel

erlene krigel - October 13, 2020 at 03:30 PM

“

My condolences to Bob's family. As a lawyer, I have had a # of interactions with Bob
over many years and always found him to be graceful and a pleasure to work with.

John Hooge - October 13, 2020 at 02:30 PM

“

Carole, my sincerest condolences to you and your sons. Stunned to learn of Bob's
passing. He was such a great guy and will be dearly missed.

Paul Blackman - October 13, 2020 at 02:02 PM

“

I am so very sorry to hear of Bob’s passing. His kind heart, love for family and
friends, and his amazing sense of humor will be cherished in fond memories!!

Ari Gordon - October 13, 2020 at 01:35 PM

“

I started in Law with the Kumn & Schwartz Law firm in Mission Kansas in 1984. He taught
me much and his presence will be missed by all who knew him. Rest in Peace my friend
and mentor
Michael R. Fitzgibbons - November 17, 2020 at 07:14 PM

“

I miss my father dearly and will remember him always. What I loved most about my dad
was his unconditional love, whit, sense of humor and his ability to put life into perspective.
My brother and I are very lucky to of been blessed with such wonderful parents. Love you
always.
Brad Kumin - February 03 at 06:30 PM

