S.MARIAN M. SHEAR
January 20, 1931 - February 3, 2018

S. Marian M. Shear, 87, of Overland Park, KS, passed away February 3, 2018 at Kansas
City Hospice House after a long illness.
Marian was born January 20, 1931, to Louis and Lillian Margolin in Kansas City, MO.
She graduated from Central High School. She attended the University of Illinois where she
earned her bachelor’s degree in Journalism in 1951 and Master’s degree in Market
Research in 1952.
Marian was an original “Mad Woman”. She started her own advertising agency, LitmanStevens-Margolin, with a partner in the early 1950’s when she was 20 years old, at a time
when women were expected to stay at home. Marian was a pioneer and inspiration for
women who strived for a career outside the house. She survived and thrived in a “man’s
world” and helped to blaze a trail for many women over the years who wanted to follow the
same path.
With an incredibly creative mind and extraordinary writing talent, she helped develop
some renown marketing campaigns, including creating the original baseball cards for the
Kansas City Athletics and bringing the now Sacramento Kings to Kansas City during its
heyday in the 1970’s. She finally retired from advertising in 2012 when she was 82.
Marian was an ardent supporter of the Jewish Community Center. It played a crucial role
in her upbringing as a place where she engaged in several social activities and met
lifelong friends. She also participated in sports there. At 5’1” tall, she played on the
Center’s basketball team and developed a lifelong passion for the sport. Throughout the
years, she stayed committed to the Center as a volunteer, fundraiser, Vice President for
several years under three different presidents and a member of its Board of Directors.
Throughout her life, she was acknowledged several times for her professional and
volunteer work. She was named Woman of the Year, Kansas City Ad Club in 1985;

recipient of the New Leadership award, Jewish Welfare Board, 1980; the Isidore Beierfeld
Memorial Award for service to the Jewish Community Center, 1981; Special Olympics
award Joseph P. Kennedy Foundation, 1981; American Women in Radio and Television
Broadcast Pioneer Award, 1984.
Beside sports, some of her other passion included bridge, Mah Jongg, all types of word
and puzzle games, poker and blackjack. She also loved genealogy. She knew the family
tree dating back generations like the back of her hand. Relatives on both her side and her
husband’s side of the family turned to her first to find out who was connected to whom.
She relished the role.
Marian was a member of Kehilath Israel Synagogue; NCJW; Hadassah and B’nai B’rith
Women.
Marian was preceded in death by her beloved husband of 32 years, Brad Shear, who died
in 1990.
She is survived by her loving, devoted daughters: Lisa Settles, of Olathe KS and Barbara
Shear, of New York City; her son-in-law: Marty Settles; a granddaughter: Barbara Settles.
Marian was preceded in death by her brother, Albert Margolin; sister, Elsie Spitcaufsky;
her grandson, Micah Settles; and two nieces, Gerean Rudnick and Marilyn McKenna. She
is also survived by many loving nieces, nephews and cousins.
The family wishes to thank the staffs of Kansas City Hospice House, the Atriums and
Lucille Tutera for their love and care. The family especially wishes to express deep
gratitude to Drs. Donald Cohen and Stephen Bloom, Marian’s long-time physicians, for
their extraordinary, outstanding care and concern throughout the years.
In lieu of flowers or food, the family requests contributions to the Jewish Community
Center, The American Heart Association or the charity of one’s choice.
Funeral services will take place at 11:00am Monday, February 5, 2018 at The Louis
Memorial Chapel, 6830 Troost Avenue, Kansas City, MO 64131, with burial to follow at
Kehilath Israel Blue Ridge Cemetery, 1901 Blue Ridge Blvd, Independence, MO 64052.
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Comments

“

Marian was a great mentor to me when I was a young sprout of an advertising
student at the ad agency Marian ably co-directed with my father.
She was a renaissance woman. And she held her own with the 'Mad Men' of her day
through elegant strength and sheer brilliance.
I owe her a great debt of gratitude for friendship and nurturing.
I am glad I managed to spend some quality time with her in recent years during my
return visits to the US.
She made the world a more interesting and better place and ... I shall miss her.
But she leaves a magnificent legacy in Lisa and Barbara.
Brian D. Litman
Lviv, Ukraine

Brian D. Litman - February 12, 2018 at 03:14 PM

“

We would like to send love and respect to Barbara and her family on their death of S.
Marian M. Shear. Now we know that Barbara's extremely high level of
accomplishments in the Big Apple are the continuation of her mother's legacy. We
hope you can all comfort each other at this difficult time. Love, Vicki and Family

V Z - February 06, 2018 at 12:24 PM

“

Jim and I are saddened by your loss and send our deepest sympathies to Marian's
daughters, Barbara and Lisa, and her extended family. Our thoughts and prayers are
with you during this trying time. Much love and support, Cindy and Jim

Cindy Jones - February 05, 2018 at 11:50 AM

“

Marian, was a very intelligent human being. She was always willing to share her
experience and wisdom whether it was about the JCC, her community, or about
advertising or business. She was an entrepreneur, and a go to leader sought out by
many for her ideas and knowledge. Even though she was a gifted business leader in
her field she was a kind and caring person willing to take time to share ideas as a
volunteer in a humble manner. She was resourceful with the confidence to share her
opinions in an authentic, honest and direct manner.
As a young man in my early 20's I was drawn to Marian for her wisdom. She shared
her knowledge without expectation of getting something in return. She always
conveyed a confident presence. When Marian, spoke in her leadership roles people
listen knowing that what she said would be meaningful and important.
May Marian rest in peace and may her family be proud of what she accomplished as
a role model to the many organizations with which she was associated.
I will always have a warm place in my heart for Marian Shear. I will always be grateful
for knowing and learning from her and applying her wisdom to my world.
Ken Sigman

Ken Sigman - February 05, 2018 at 10:46 AM

“

My heartfelt condolences to the family. Marian's was the first advertising agency to
"take a chance" on me, and my first "real" agency job. Marian was my boss, mentor
and ultimately, a cherished friend! I will always be in her debt and she will be greatly
missed and fondly remembered by me and so many others. May she rest in peace.

Michael K. Pack - February 05, 2018 at 10:12 AM

“

Truly wonderful woman who I was blessed to know for so many years. May her
memory be a blessing. Bob DeWitt

Bob DeWitt - February 05, 2018 at 09:45 AM

“

I don’t personally know Mrs Shear but I admire her and am so impressed of what she
has accomplished in her life.i know her daughter Lisa very well and she is a
testament to her mom. I’m so sorry for your loss and pray you have peace knowing
what an incredible role model she was and what great daughters she raised! Bless
all of you! Debby

Debby Luthye - February 05, 2018 at 04:44 AM

“

Sandie Davis lit a candle in memory of S.MARIAN M. SHEAR

Sandie Davis - February 04, 2018 at 10:23 PM

“

What an accomplished and passionate example to the community, my condolences and
prayers are with the family
Sandie Davis - February 04, 2018 at 10:25 PM

“
“

Rest In Peace, dear friend and mentor.
Pat Housh - February 06, 2018 at 09:09 AM

Dear Family,
I felt very tied to Marian as a 3rd cousin. In the olden days the family was very united, the
Eisbergs, the Mnookins, and all the others made a terrific network. My father, Jack Ruben,
was a first cousin to Marian. We always greeted each other with fondness and a respect for
the past. I remember Lillian very well. What nice memories. With much sympathy for the
passing of such a Lady and the passing of times gone by. Phyllis Ruben Kogan
Phyllis Kogan - February 06, 2018 at 07:36 PM

“

Dear Family,
I've known Marian for many years and most recently drove her to doctor
appointments as a volunteer with JFS Jet Express. She was such a lovely lady and
will surely be missed. May her memory always be for a blessing.
Sincerely and with warm sympathy, Joyce Zeldin

Joyce Zeldin - February 04, 2018 at 04:42 PM

“

As Spiritual Care Volunteers for Jewish Family Services, we visited Marian at
Menorah Medical Center many times over the last few months. We enjoyed our visits
and conversations. She was so proud of her contributions to the advertising world,
women, and the Jewish community. We feel privileged and honored to have gotten to
know her. May you cherish the memories.
Lori and Paul Barnett
Spiritual Care Volunteers
Jewish Family Services

Lori and Paul Barnett - February 04, 2018 at 03:30 PM

“

It was most obvious that Marian was very smart and ahead of her time. So few
women went to College. Her obituary lays prove to her creative talents.
My husband, Leo,z'l , knew her for many a year.
I knew Barbara from many years ago at the Center's camp.
I, also, remember the knit shop on Oak(?)
When our family friend, Jerry Mandelkehr, moved to the Atriums I knew he would
adjust if he had Marian as a bridge partner.
Her memory will definitely serve as a blessing
arlene shalinsky

arlene shalinsky - February 04, 2018 at 02:55 PM

“

I will always remember working with Marion on the JCC Board. She was a pleasure
to work with. She had a life long love of the Center may her memories be a comfort
to her family
Ronnie Baker

Ronnie Baker - February 04, 2018 at 02:52 PM

