SANFORD L. COHN
March 10, 1928 - January 11, 2017

Sanford L. Cohn, 88, of Leawood, Kansas, peacefully passed away on January 11, 2017
at St. Joseph’s Hospital, with his loving son and caregiver by his side. Funeral services will
be 11:00 am on Friday, January 13, 2017 at the Louis Memorial Chapel, 6830 Troost Ave.
in Kansas City, Missouri, with burial to follow at Rose Hill Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, the
family suggests contributions to the charity of one’s choice.
Sandy was born on March 10, 1928 in Kansas City to R. Robert and Anna Cohn. He
graduated from Southwest High School and attended both M.U. and Rockhurst College.
He served in the Army twice. He married his high school sweetheart, Barbara “Bobbie”
Fishman on June 29, 1952, where they shared nearly 56 very happy but challenging years
together, before her death in 2008.
Also in June, 1952, Sandy started working at the local Guardian Life Insurance Agency
office, owned and run by Shale Goodman, who would become a lifelong friend and
mentor. Together, they were an unstoppable force of nature and Sandy became
enormously successful under Shale’s tutelage, attaining the highest accolades the
company awarded. He was a qualifier of the President’s Council, the Senior Sales
Advisory Committee; he was President of the Leader’s Club and most especially, was
awarded Man of The Year for the company. He served on the Boards of Director for
numerous institutions, including UMB, and several Jewish Community Foundation
charities. He was a supporter of Junior Achievement, De La Salle, and charities too
numerous to mention.
Eventually Sandy took over the business and The Sanford L. Cohn Company was formed.
Sandy wrote insurance for many local and national prominent companies and individuals,
including Ewing and Muriel Kaufman; and even had K.C. Chief’s players, such as Ed
Podolak, working for him.
As president of Meadowbrook Country Club, he oversaw the building of their last
clubhouse. He loved to golf and was a sports fanatic… His wife Bobbie insisted if he ever
returned from the afterlife, he’d come back as a baseball manager. He was a member of
the C.L.U., Temple B’nai Jehudah and was a quiet and generous philanthropist of
numerous charities.

He was a loyal and trusting friend to everyone, well-respected and admired by all, and
became an inspiring mentor to many young businesspeople.
He only recently retired from the business in January, 2015, at age 86.
Sandy was preceded in death by his parents, his wife and his brother Kenneth. He is
survived by his son, David, of Overland Park, and his sister, Elaine Zax, of Dana Point,
CA, along with numerous nieces, nephews, friends and many cousins, and companion
Marcia Temple.
The family wants to thank all the compassionate, dedicated and extraordinary care-givers
headed by Linda Meadows, owner of Okelani Home Health Care.
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Comments

“

David, we are so saddened to hear of Sandy's passing. Kansas City is truly going to
be a different place without him in it and we will miss him.
- All of us at Phoenix Family

Laurel Groh - January 13, 2017 at 03:18 PM

“

I was saddened to learn this morning that Sandy had passed away. I first met Sandy
when I moved back to Kansas City in 1989 from California. He was a member of one
of the regional boards of directors for the bank where I worked. I was fortunate to
have interacted with him many times in that capacity. He also wrote insurance
policies for my whole family over the years. I continued to see Sandy frequently at
Meadowbrook Golf and Country Club until it closed. Sandy was a fine person and
was always friendly and willing to spend time with me.
Dick Degen

Dick Degen - January 13, 2017 at 02:04 PM

“

Barbara And Skip Rein lit a candle in memory of SANFORD L. COHN

Barbara and Skip Rein - January 13, 2017 at 10:45 AM

“

Sandy was a true gentleman. I knew him from his insurance business and always
respected his work and leadership in the industry. I was very sorry to hear of his
passing.
Ames Stetzler

Ames Stetzler - January 13, 2017 at 10:36 AM

“

David. We are so sorry to hear about your dads passing. I have very fond memories
of your parents growing up from family events and especially chiefs games. We are
out of town and will not be able to attend the service. May his memory be a blessing.
Barry and Ron Bronstein

barb brinstein - January 13, 2017 at 06:53 AM

“

Sandy was a true Gentleman to me & my family & especially so kind to my Aunt
Marcia
May your memories of him be a blessings to your family.
Steve Weinberg & family

steve weinberg - January 12, 2017 at 08:33 AM

“

I am so sorry to learn of Sandy's death, he was always a wonderful friend, great
gentleman, devoted husband and his family a long time associate of my family. His
father was a great friend of my dad's, his brother Kenny a long time buddy of my
brother Al Margolin, and Sandy was a very close friend to my long-time business
partner, Marvin Litman. Add to that, he was my insurance agent. I will miss Sandy,
but we can all take comfort that he leaves a legacy second to none.

Marian Shear - January 11, 2017 at 04:33 PM

“

David. Nanci and I are truly saddened by your Father's passing. He was a gentleman's
gentleman and a life long friend. May he rest in peace.
Michael and Nanci Myer
michael myer - January 12, 2017 at 01:17 PM

