SHIRLEY ANN EPSTEN
January 12, 1930 - April 8, 2015

Shirley Epsten, a life-long area resident, passed away April 8, 2015. Funeral services will
11:00am Thursday, April 9, 2015 at The Louis Memorial Chapel, 6830 Troost Ave, Kansas
City, MO. Interment will follow at Mt. Carmel Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be to
a charity of the donor’s choice.
Shirley was born January 12, 1930 in Kansas City, MO to Frank and Flora (Himmelstein)
Levin. She attended Kansas City Schools graduating from Paseo High School and was a
member of Beth Shalom Synagogue. Shirley enjoyed her various part-time jobs where
everyone she worked with valued her friendship. She had a loving and caring personality
and made her family her most important emphasis. Shirley will be greatly missed by her
loving family and her many friends.
Shirley was preceded in death by her parents and her first husband, Bernard Kantor. She
is survived by her husband of 47 years, Irving Epsten, of the home; her daughters, Carla
(Stephen) Max of Overland Park, KS, Lynn (Michael) Parks of Galveston, TX, Sandy
(Scott) Enge of Olathe, KS; her brothers, Alvin (Barbara) Levin of Bend, OR, Lawrence
(Meta) Levin of Highland Park, IL, Buddy (Sharon) Levin of Overland Park, KS;
grandchildren, Elyse Max (Chris) Hutchings, Joshua (Jinny) Max, Bernard (Di) Parks,
Erica Enge and fiancé Ryan Courtney, Arin Enge and fiancé Whitney Rivest; great
grandchildren, Maya Max, Estella and Emma Hutchings, Reagan Parks and many nieces
and nephews.
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Comments

“

I agree with Josh, Ma was a rock star! She's known me all of my life and took over as
my "other mother" 40 years ago when my own mother passed. She and Sandy threw
an engagement party for me. Didn't matter that I lived in California, she was ALWAYS
there for me. She had great advice and told it to me straight. I felt very honored when
she called me her 4th daughter. Her voice, her laugh, her sense of humor and caring
way I will always remember. I feel blessed to know her. She lives on with us still
every day.
To Pa, Carla, Lynnie & Sandy, know how much I love you all and if there's anything I
can do please let me know.
All our love,
Cinde (Studna), David & Evan Smothermon

Cinde (Studna) Smothermon - April 17, 2015 at 03:23 PM

“

I was so sorry to hear of Shirley's passing especially so soon after my own mother's
death, Layla Jorgensen. She was so fond of Shirley and always enjoyed their visits
when she went to Kansas City. I don't know what the Jewish believe but I like to think
they are chatting away up in heaven. My prayers go out to all of the family for your
loss. I'm so glad I was finally able to meet her and her husband and daughter at my
mother's funeral since I always heard about the visits over the years. God bless you.
Connie Bailey

Connie Bailey - April 10, 2015 at 10:55 AM

“

Extending my deepest condolences over your loss. May your memories always bring
you peace and be among the most precious of your possessions. As the days and
weeks pass, may you feel comforted by the love and support of family and friends.
May the Holy One hold you in His loving arms and comfort you. May the promise of
paradise strengthen your faith and fill your heart with peace that is beyond all
understanding. Heartfelt prayers are with you.

Elaine - April 09, 2015 at 08:20 PM

“

I will miss hearing Shirley and my mom (LayLa) talk about their childhood together sunbathing on the rooftop while eating cherries right off the tree. And the story of
sweet little Shirley beating up the kid that through rocks at my Mom. I know it is hard
but they are both in a better space now and I bet the cherries are just as good as
they remember. My heart goes out to all of Shirley's family. She will be miss. With
love and remembrance, Brenda Pierce

Brenda Pierce - April 09, 2015 at 04:46 PM

“

My heart and soul are filled with a million memories of your beloved mother.. She and
Bernard and the three of you lived up the hill from us in western Hills. We were close
as sisters for many wonderfulMy years. She touched the lives of everyone she came
into contact with. Her love and concern for all her family was so wonderful to see and
feel as a friend. There will never be anyone as wonderful and full of life as your
mother. Never. I so yearn to put my arms full of love for the three little girls I watched
her raise and give you strengh. You were blessed to have been her children.
Cathi.Susan. Terri Ellen and Lenore Gordon

Lenore J. Gordon - April 09, 2015 at 02:02 PM

“

Dad and I would like to extend our condolences to the family. Shirley will be
remembered fondly as she always had a smile on her face, an infectious laugh and a
kind word. May her memory be of blessings.
~Sam and Helene Rosen

helene rosen - April 09, 2015 at 09:12 AM

“

Mrs. Max, l am sorry to read about your moms death, ron cline....matt"s dad

ron cline - April 09, 2015 at 08:57 AM

“

Shirley Schwartz lit a candle in memory of SHIRLEY ANN EPSTEN

Shirley Schwartz - April 09, 2015 at 08:08 AM

“

Buddy and Sharon, Bernard and I were very to hear of the passing of your sister. Our
thoughts and prayers are with you and the family.
Carole and Bernard Ellis

bernard ellis - April 08, 2015 at 09:19 PM

“

I was so very lucky to have worked at Pinkie's 5-10 with Ms. Shirley in the late
80's/early 90's. I was just a little high school student with my first job and Shirley took
me under her wing and made a great bow maker out of me! Wow! Could Shirley
make bows!!! I must have watched her make a million yellow bows for our soldiers
during the Gulf War! She always made me feel so special and important and took the
time to show me how to make beautiful things to make others happy. She was
always patient and kind and happy. I was so fortunate to connect with her again
through Carla. She was a wonderful, happy soul and will be missed dearly.

Stacie Nelson - April 08, 2015 at 09:02 PM

“

Grandma was a rock star. We loved calling her and hearing her voice. She had a
great sense
of humor and was the best challah maker and teacher.

Josh max - April 08, 2015 at 06:50 PM

“

We were priviledged to know Shirley and her family. She was a lovely woman and a
good wife, mother, and friend. Janet and Harold Price.

Janet Price - April 08, 2015 at 06:36 PM

“

Carla, My condolences to you and your family. We are do sorry for your loss. She is
finally without osin. She was a loving and kind woman. Our love, Annette Haynes
and Hanorah Goldenberg.

Annette Haynes - April 08, 2015 at 04:45 PM

