Sol Koenigsberg
December 11, 1924 - December 24, 2020

Sol Koenigsberg, age 96 of Leawood, KS died on December 24, 2020. He was born in
Detroit, Michigan on December 11, 1924. A private family graveside service will be held on
Sunday, December 27, 2020 at Rose Hill Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorial
contribution may be made to the Jewish Federation of Greater Kansas City or KC
Shepherd's Center.
Sol graduated from Detroit’s Cass Technical High School’s music department in 1943. He
enrolled at Wayne University in Detroit as a music major. His studies were interrupted by
his World War II service in the Navy where he served in the Pacific Theater aboard a
destroyer escort as a sonar man. His ship screened larger vessels and was engaged in
combat until it was hit by a kamikaze plane off Okinawa. The ship then limped its way to
the Philadelphia Navy Yard. While stationed there he met Naomi Estes of Philadelphia.
She died of cancer after only three years of marriage.
Following his discharge from the Navy, he returned to Wayne U., majored in psychology,
and graduated in 1949. Sol received his master’s degree in social work from the University
of Pennsylvania in 1952. His first-year field work assignment was at the Jewish Family
Service of Philadelphia where he helped with the resettlement of Holocaust survivors. He
returned to Detroit where he continued to help survivors at the Jewish Family Service
there. Sol returned to Philadelphia to complete his training. He was accompanied by his
wife, Rosette, a beautiful French Jewish survivor of the German occupation of her country
whom he married while back in Detroit. They were in a loving marriage for 62 years.
Rosette died on January 9, 2014.
Sol’s second-year field placement was at the Veterans Administration Hospital in
Wilmington, Delaware, where he was trained as a psychiatric and medical social worker.
He was asked to return to Detroit to supervise the Jewish Family Service’s Aging
Department. After serving in that capacity for several years, he was recruited by the
Jewish Federation of Detroit to join its staff. After five years, he accepted the position of
assistant director of the Jewish Federation of Milwaukee in 1962, in 1968 he assumed the
executive directorship of the Jewish Federation of Greater Kansas City. He served in that
position until his retirement as Executive Director Emeritus in 1989. He wrote a book
about his Kansas City experience entitled “Challenges and Growth” where he wrote about

his successes in helping the Jewish community achieve more sophistication as
symbolized by yearly increased giving to the Federation annual campaign, promoting the
Jewish Community Foundation and coordinating the building of the Jewish Community
Campus, Federation project. Sol was named as one of the living legends of the
community by the Kansas City Jewish Chronical.
Sol served as president of the Detroit Association of Social Workers (now the National
Association of Social Workers). He was a founding member of the Association of Jewish
Communal Professionals and became its president. He was an editor of the Journal of
Jewish Communal Service, chaired the Intermediate Cities Executive group and served as
the membership chairman of the World Conference of Jewish Communal Service. After
his retirement he was a member of the board and then president of Shepherd’s Center
that provides service to the elderly. He was a chairman of an allocating committee of the
United Way of Greater Kansas City. He played the clarinet with Overland Park Civic Band
for several years.
Both Sol and Rosette were injured in the collapse of the skywalk at the Hyatt Hotel on July
17, 1981. Sol joined the effort to build a memorial to those killed and first responders that
now stands near Children’s Mercy Hospital, 22nd and Gillham Road, sculptor by Rita Blitt.
Following the death of Rosette, Sol became a resident of Village Shalom. He had lectured
at their annual Village Shalom University and conducted a weekly session on current
events. He also presented musical programs to those in assisted living, villa residents and
memory care. His occasional letters to the editor and columns were published in the
Jewish Chronicle of Greater Kansas City, the Kansas City Star and in some magazines.
Sol was preceded in death by his parents, Charles and Pearl Koenigsberg; brother, Hy
and his sister, Alice Ostrow. Sol’s son, Michael, died November 19, 2017. He is survived
by his daughter, Beth, nieces, nephews and cousins in several US states and France.
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Comments

“

Beth,
so very sorry to hear of your Dad's passing. What an impressive man. I remember
him as a dignified presence in our old hood, always courteous & usually smiling. I
remember your parents as inspiring during the Hyatt tragedy. I was overwhelmed by
his bio & regret not knowing him. I would have loved to have heard his stories first
hand.
Take care,
Todd Hanna

Todd Hanna - January 12 at 11:29 AM

“

Beth, i'm sorry about your father.

karin lichterman - January 01 at 05:20 PM

“

Michaela Kidd lit a candle in memory of Sol Koenigsberg

Michaela Kidd - December 30, 2020 at 10:46 AM

“

Beth:I hope you'll find comfort when thinking of the happy times with your father.And,
in the knowledge that he is no longer in pain.
I was honored to call Sol a dear friend of mine.
We will all miss the man named Sol Koenigsberg.
Betty Bikson

Betty Bikson - December 28, 2020 at 11:08 PM

“

MIchelle LaPointe lit a candle in memory of Sol Koenigsberg

MIchelle LaPointe - December 28, 2020 at 04:52 PM

“

Jill Craft lit a candle in memory of Sol Koenigsberg

Jill Craft - December 28, 2020 at 11:43 AM

“

Sharon Krinsky Davis lit a candle in memory of Sol Koenigsberg

Sharon Krinsky Davis - December 28, 2020 at 11:15 AM

“

Many prayers for Beth in her time of need. My thoughts are with you. I'm very sorry
for the loss of this wonderful man.

Nicole Rosberg - December 27, 2020 at 09:14 PM

“

Sol's life intersected with mine in many different ways, and I always considered his
friendship a great gift. There were always things to talk about: music, Israel, the
Jewish community, and I so admired his intelligence, knowledge and insights. He
accomplished so much in his distinguished career, and especially here in the KC
Jewish community. He was full of energy, genteel, and very, very kind and
considerate. And despite hurdles and tragedies in his life, he always seemed to live
life to the fullest. My deepest sympathy to Beth, who was so devoted to him, and
whom he loved so much. His memory will always be for a blessing. Carla Klausner

carla klausner - December 27, 2020 at 05:20 PM

“

Sol was an exceptional, Jewish community professional who contributed tirelessly to
Repair the World-a model of Chesed, Tzedakah, Tikkun Olam, and Kedushah
Kehillah
A loving husband and father, Sol had an amazing and meaningful life.
May he rest in peace!
Bob Gast

Robert Gast - December 27, 2020 at 11:11 AM

“

Madeline Silver lit a candle in memory of Sol Koenigsberg

Madeline Silver - December 26, 2020 at 11:28 PM

“

Sol was my cousin and although we lived far apart I enjoyed hearing from him, his
stories about his life now and before. I admired his intellect, his knowledge and his
wit. He was so devoted to his family and I know his daughter Beth will miss him
terribly. May his soul and the memories he created live on, xx sherry

SHERRY L SCHMIDT - December 26, 2020 at 11:17 PM

“

We did not have the pleasure of Sol's friendship until we moved into Village Shalom,
and it was immediately clear that here was a very special man. Sol was exceptionally
intelligent and amazingly energetic, and did nothing without throwing himself into it
wholeheartedly. He loved Israel passionately, and cared deeply about the entire
human race. His passing leaves a void in the entire Jewish community that is
impossible to fill,
We shall miss him sorely.
Sunie and Lee Levin

Lee Levin - December 26, 2020 at 07:39 PM

“

Diana PPenner Bright lit a candle in memory of Sol Koenigsberg

Diana PPenner Bright - December 26, 2020 at 06:30 PM

“

It was my good fortune to work with Sol as his associate director at the Jewish
Federation of Greater Kansas City. He had great vision and helped spearhead the
development of the Jewish Community Campus. He will be missed by many
colleagues. May his memory be for a blessing!

Samuel Asher - December 26, 2020 at 04:35 PM

“

Sol will be missed at Village Shalom where he did many musical programs by
showing and explaining music videos of our era. He loved to dance and he was an
inspiration to many with his knowledge of World affairs and his special love and
understanding of Israel.
May his memory be a blessing. Alice and Tom Lewinsohn

Alice Lewinsohn - December 26, 2020 at 03:09 PM

“

Sol was a very special person, loving, sharing, giving of himself to everyone and a
smile that warmed your heart. May his memory be for a blessing.
Sandi and Ken Lerner

Sandi and Ken Lerner - December 26, 2020 at 02:22 PM

“

A best friend from day one.
Several years ago, when I first moved into the villa building next to his, he come over
bearing bread and salt.
And so he had been, ever since.
-Wally

Wallace N. Weber - December 26, 2020 at 01:26 PM

“

Sol was very wise and dedicated to our Jewish and secular communities.
I always enjoyed his intellect. I enjoyed our discussions when I provided him with a
ride to our many shared community events. Unfortunately these were curtailed during
the pandemic.
The memory of Sol will always be a blessing. He truly enriched many.

Stewart Stein - December 26, 2020 at 01:12 PM

“

We were so fortunate to be Sol's neighbor. We became like family. My discussions,
with Sol in his home and on email, covered Judaism. Israel, Politics, Black Lives
Matter, and Music. He was intelligent and he was funny, he was dapper in his dress
and a loving father to his daughter Beth. He was a mentor and friend to those he
agreed with and to those he didnt. Our community has lost a wonderful gentleman.
Janet and Harold Price

Janet Price - December 26, 2020 at 12:20 PM

“

Sol I am happy to have you be a mentor early on in my life. You made me a better
person. You insights into life always made me think. We will miss you.

Ronnie Baker - December 26, 2020 at 11:35 AM

“

Pam Rosenberg lit a candle in memory of Sol Koenigsberg

Pam Rosenberg - December 26, 2020 at 11:10 AM

“

Sol was a role model, mentor and inspiration. His intelligence and insight shaped our
Jewish community. We admired and loved him. He will be missed.
Merilyn and Loren Berenbom

Merilyn Berenbom - December 26, 2020 at 10:00 AM

“

Sol gave heart and soul to the Jewish people of Greater Kansas City, Israel and around the
world at a critical time in Jewish history. He has left a lasting legacy and his memory will be
a blessing.
Alan Edelman - December 27, 2020 at 12:35 PM

“

Sol was a dedicated leader in our community. He will truly be sorely missed.
Rickie Haith
Rickie Haith - December 27, 2020 at 05:40 PM

“

We were lucky to have Sol and Rosette as neighbors when the children still lived at home.
Wonderful neighbors ,and we were always pleased to read of Sol's endeavors. Remember
the happy times with your father,Beth. We're sure there were many.
Janet Hanna - December 29, 2020 at 11:28 PM

