Steven J. Hammer
February 13, 1943 - November 3, 2014

Steven Jay Hammer, 71, of Overland Park, KS, died November 3, 2014, of Large B cell
Lymphoma and Adenocarcinoma Lung Cancer. He was surrounded by his loving family, at
MD Anderson Cancer Center in Houston, TX.
Funeral services will be at 1:30pm on Thursday, November 6th at Louis Memorial Chapel
followed by burial at Mount Carmel Cemetery. Kindly omit flowers; the family suggests
contributions to Camp Discovery (https://donate.aad.org/stevehammer), Congregation
Beth Shalom or Hyman Brand Hebrew Academy.
Steven was born in Kansas City, Missouri, on February 13, 1943, the son of William and
Jean (Pasternak) Hammer, and was a lifelong area resident.
Professionally, Steve was a salesman and entrepreneur in the Garment Industry. With a
strong work ethic and dedicated approach, Steve joined his father’s company, Hammer
Brothers, in 1961. He took over the business in 1990 and, ran the firm from its offices in
the Kansas City River Market with his youngest son, Daniel.
Steve loved spending time with family and friends. He and Susan enjoyed traveling and
his most beloved pastimes were spending long weekends at his lake home in Camdenton,
Missouri, and fixing anything that needed fixing… and even a few things that didn’t! His
most special role in life was serving as “Poppi” to his six adoring grandchildren with whom
no amount of time was enough. He had a beautiful smile, an infectious laugh, a wonderful
sense of humor and was a man who never knew a stranger. He will be deeply missed and
loved forever.
Steve was preceded in death by his parents, Bill and Jean Hammer, and brother, Robert
Hammer. He is survived by his beloved wife of 47 years, Susan of the home; sons and
daughters-in-law, Brian and Melissa Hammer of Dallas, TX, Marc Hammer and Alana
Muller of Overland Park, KS, and Daniel and Sylvana Hammer of Prairie Village, KS;
grandchildren: Chloe, Quincy, Ian, Illiana, Avi and Vitalia; sister-in-law and brother-in-law,

Lauren and Neil Davis of St. Louis, MO; and sister, Marilyn Duffy of Overland Park, KS;
and countless cousins, nieces, nephews and friends.
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Comments

“

To the Hammer Family I just learned of steve passing.I am very sorry for your loss.I
knew steve through the business I was a custmore of his.Steve was vey kind to me
always concered about my health and to always thank me for the business.May time
heal your hearts for I have walked in your shoes and no what its is like to lose a
spouce and a friend. Pat Lesesne Lesesne Industries west Columbia ,s.c.

James Lesesne - November 25, 2014 at 07:14 AM

“

Dear Susan and the Hammer Family,
I just now learned of Steve's passing. I'm sorry for the loss but I'm honored to have
known and worked for Steve. Reading the tributes online there is nothing more I can
add that hasn't already been said; other than to pass and share my perosnal thought
about Steve.
There are only a few people in one's lifetime that make a lasting impression in their
life. Steve is one of those individuals for me. I can honestly say I am a better person
for knowing Steve Hammer. He made a lasting impression not only professionally but
as an individual.
He wil be missed and I can honestly say he meant a lot to me. I'm not good at
sharing my emotions but I wanted to share justy how much Steve meant to me.
Terry Bieberly

Terry Bieberly - November 14, 2014 at 11:45 AM

“

Susan, I am just now reading.. so very sorry to hear of Steve's passing. Here is a
poem that has brought me comfort, I hope it brings you and your family comfort also.
***All is Well***
Death is nothing at all.
I have only slipped away into the next room.
I am I, and you are you.
Whatever we were to each other, that we still are.
Call me by my old familiar name,
Speak to me in the easy way which you always used.
Put no difference in your tone,
Wear no forced air of solemnity or sorrow.
Laugh as we always laughed at the little jokes we enjoyed together.
Play, smile, think of me and if you want to, pray for me.
Let my name be ever the household word that it always was,
Let it be spoken without effect,
Without the trace of a shadow on it.
Life means all that it ever meant.
It is the same as it ever was;
There is unbroken continuity.
Why should I be out of mind because I am out of sight?
I am waiting for you,
For an interval,
Somewhere very near,
Just around the corner.
All is well.
Nothing is hurt; nothing is lost.
One brief moment and all will be as it was before.
How we shall laugh at the trouble of parting, when we meet again.
by Henry Scott Holland (1847-1918)Canon of St. Paul's Cathedral
You are in my thoughts and prayers.
Mary (Fuchs) Connelly Poulsbo, Washington

Mary Connelly - November 12, 2014 at 08:31 AM

“

To Susan and all the Hammer Family,
So sorry to hear of your loss. I have such fond memories of Steve's wit and humor
and helping pass the time at all those family and friends gettogethers with the
Hammers, Adremes, Silversteins, etc.
My thoughts are with you.
SY MARKOWSKY

SY MARKOWSKY - November 08, 2014 at 02:14 PM

“

Susan, I am so in awe of your strength and commitment during these last few
months. Nobody could have done a better job of caring for a spouse than you did.
Your courage and faith in life were exceptional. Hopefully, these strengths will enable
you to carry on in the present. Your resiliency has been made even stronger by the
great memories of the dedicated life you shared with Steve.
Adrienne and Mark Hirschfeld

Adrienne Hirschfeld - November 08, 2014 at 11:27 AM

“

Our sincere condolences to the entire family.
Randi and Larry Haith

Larry Haith - November 07, 2014 at 04:46 PM

“

A sad farewell to a wonderful, kind man and a dear neighbor for many years. Our
thoughts and prayers are with you, Susan, and all the family.
Ann & Leon Robertson

Ann Robertson - November 07, 2014 at 11:54 AM

“

Dear Susan and family,
I am so sad to hear about Steven. Our lives go back many years and my thoughts
are of the good times we shared as newly married couples. I hope those memories
will help you cope at this time.
Most sincerely,
Hanna Apple

Hanna Apple - November 07, 2014 at 10:48 AM

“

To Daniel and all of the Hammer family,
My sincere condolences go out to you. Steven was an amazing man. The only way
to explain how I felt in his presence was he made me feel like family. Always greeted
me with a hug and a smile. I feel blessed to have had the pleasure of meeting with
him from time to time as he and Daniel have taken care of our company for many,
many years. It never felt like a "vendor" walked through our doors, it felt like a family
member did. His beautiful smile and caring demeanor, I will never forget. I can only
imagine being part of your family and how he made the family feel if he touched our
lives in those short meetings or lunches over the years and made us feel so
welcomed and cared for. I will sincerely miss seeing his smiling face walk through our
doors.
Jolinda Renne - Purchasing GFSI/Hanesbrand

Jolinda Renne - November 07, 2014 at 09:25 AM

“

To all the Hammer family,
I was truly saddened to hear of Steve-a-rino's passing. He was a great man - a
legend! The perfect balance of old-school decorum with ample amounts of humor
sprinkled in. You were always assured to acquire a bit of sage wisdom when in
Steve's company. He was the dad that, even in those awkward teenage years,
everyone felt comfortable being around. And the man knew how to appreciate good
barbeque.
He, along with Susan, raised three great men. He leaves quite a legacy, and I'll
always remember him fondly.
Sending you all my sincere hope for peace and comfort in this difficult time.
Much love,
Jason Prier

Jason Prier - November 06, 2014 at 02:22 PM

“

To all the Hammers,
I was so sad to hear of Steve-a-rino's passing. I loved the guy. He was a legend. The
perfect balance: old-school decorum coupled with ample amounts of humor and fun.
He knew how to do it right. The dad that, even in those awkward teenage years,
everyone wanted to be around. You were always assured a bit of sage wisdom when
in Steve's company. And the man really knew how to appreciate good barbeque.
Lot's of great memories I'll keep forever.
Sending my sincere wishes for your peace and comfort in this difficult time.
Much love,
Jason Prier

Jason Prier - November 06, 2014 at 01:52 PM

“

Dear Susan, Marilyn and Daniel,
My thoughts and prayers are with you at this most difficult time, Steve was a
wonderful guy always so warm and friendly. May he rest in peace.
Love,
Susie Gershon Shatz

Susie - November 06, 2014 at 01:26 PM

“

To all of the Hammer family, we send our sincere sympathy and love. Steve was a
wonderful husband, father, grandfather, and we are so privileged to have called him
our friend. You are all in our thoughts.
Rob and Jeannette Jensen

Jeannette Jensen - November 06, 2014 at 12:27 PM

“

Dear Brian and All of The Hammer Family,
I just learned of Steve's passing and I am so sorry for your loss.
I have so many memories of the time spent with him during my tumultuous teenage
years. I remember mowing the grass as fast as we could with that electric lawn
mower. I remember standing waste deep in the lake trying to fix a dock cable. I
remember thick cut bacon and eggs every morning when I'd wake up. And I can
remember how patient he was trying to teach me how to get up on one ski.
But my fondest memory, the a picture I'll carry in mind's eye throughout my life, is of
Steve driving the boat in circles, looking back over his shoulder laughing as he
attempted to launch me off of that yellow inner tube and send me skipping like a rock
across the face of the water. It seemed (to me anyway) like he was having almost as
much fun as I was.
The time he chose to spend with me enriched my life. God bless you Brian, and all of
the Hammer family, in the sad and difficult time.
Much Love,
Chris Whitworth

Chris Whitworth - November 06, 2014 at 09:52 AM

“

Dear Susan: I am truly saddened to hear of your beloved Steve's passing. You were
always, to me, the "Beautiful couple", and very lucky to have had each other through
all these years......my sincere condolences at this most difficult time. Helen Farbman

Helen Farbman - November 06, 2014 at 09:31 AM

“

Dear Brian and all of the Hammer family,
I just learned of Steve's passing this morning. I am so shocked and sad for your loss.
I have so many fond memories of him during my tumultuous teenage years. I can
remember cutting grass as fast as we could with that electric lawn mover and doing
something with a dock cable (I think) while standing waste deep water. I remember
bacon and eggs cooking in the morning when I'd wake up. I remember how patient
he was with me as I tried to get up on one ski.
But my primary memory of Steve, the one that I'll carry throughout my life, is of him
racing me around the lake on that yellow inner tube. I remember him steering the
boat in circles while he looked back over his shoulder at me, laughing as he tried (at
my insistence) to bounce me off of that thing and skip me like a rock across the
water. He was an absolute blast to be around and he'll always hold a very special
place in my heart. God bless you Hammer family and thank you, Steve, for the
memories.
Much Love,
Chris Whitworth

Chris Whitworth - November 06, 2014 at 09:20 AM

“

Dear Brian, I am so sorry to hear of the passing of your Dad. Please know that you,
Missy and your entire family our in my prayers. So many fond memories of him
showing me such a great time at your lake house.
Love,
Dean Fitori

Dean Fitori - November 06, 2014 at 09:03 AM

“

I send all my heartfelt sympathy to you and your wonderful family. Steve was a true
gentleman and kind person. I so enjoyed being with you both in Israel. May you be
comforted by his loving memory and may his name always be a blessing.
Warmly,
Tricia Uhlmann

patricia uhlmann - November 06, 2014 at 08:29 AM

“

Susan, I was very sad to hear of your loss. I just couldn't let it pass without sending
my condolences. I remember you and those 3 darling little boys and bar mitzvah
invites! My thoughts are with you. Cecille Silverman

Cecille Silverman - November 06, 2014 at 08:27 AM

“

Dear Susan,
We are so sorry for your loss. Please know we are thinking of you and your family at
this most difficult times. We send our love and deepest sympathies to you all. May
Steve rest in peace.
Love,
Susie and Barry Mnookin

susan mnookin - November 06, 2014 at 04:53 AM

“

Susan,
You and your family are in my thoughts and prayers. I send you my deepest
sympathy. With love, Polly

Polly Dickenson - November 05, 2014 at 10:20 PM

“

Susan and the Boys -- I still remember working summers and winter holidays with
Steve doing inventory at Hammer Bros. on 8th St. -- he was a big part of my family's
life in Kansas City! I truly sorry to here about your loss -- I send you all of my Love
and Support in this time of grief. So Saddened, Michael Taraboulos

Michael Taraboulos - November 05, 2014 at 07:09 PM

“

Susie and boys My heart goes out to you... Steve-a-rino was an important figure in my childhood. He
made me laugh and gave me a sense of what humor really is. Obviously, he will be
sorely missed. I wish I could be there with you all, Pliplick

Stephen Chaplick - November 05, 2014 at 05:25 PM

“

Dear Susan,
I am so sorry to hear of Steve's passing. When I first ran into you and Steve at the
Jewish Family Service's Chanukah gift wrapping event, I got a jolt that said "FAMILY"
as soon as I saw you. May the passage of time leave you only with the happiest of
memories.
Fondly,
Jody Gittleman

Jody Gittleman - November 05, 2014 at 04:40 PM

“

Dear Susan & Family,
So very sorry to hear of Steve's passing. May all your happy memories bring you
comfort at this most difficult time.
Barb & Skip Rein

Barbara & Skip Rein - November 05, 2014 at 04:34 PM

“

Dear Susan: I am so very sorry to hear of your loss. I didn't know Steve well, but in
meeting him, I could tell he was a gentleman with a great love for his family. You and
your family are certainly in my prayers. Your friend, Judy Place

Judy Place - November 05, 2014 at 01:14 PM

“

Dear Susie & Family, Robert & I are so sorry to hear of your terrible loss. Our
thoughts & prayers are with you at this sad time. Robert & Janet Bloom

Janet Bloom - November 05, 2014 at 01:04 PM

“

Dear Susan, Mark, Daniel, & Brian,
I'm so sorry for your loss. I really enjoyed the times that I met with your Father when
he helped me with all of our orders from Michael's Clothing. I also had some great
talks during lunches. Our thoughts and prayers are with you during this difficult time.
Keith Novorr

keith novorr - November 05, 2014 at 12:24 PM

“

Susan and I were so sorry to learn of the passing of Steve. I remember Steve as my
high school fraternity brother.

Susan and Irwin Levine - November 05, 2014 at 12:02 PM

“

Susan and family,
Just a year ago we saw you and Steve at the Kusnetzky shiva. You and Steve
seemed so positive about life. That candle has now been blown out. Over time may
all the great memories of your life together help you to get through this difficult time.
Sending our deepest sympathy to you and the family.
Leonard and Nedra Rosen

Nedra Rosen - November 05, 2014 at 09:35 AM

“

Avi, Illiana, Daniel, Sylvana and family - we are so saddened to hear of your loss.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you. Lynne Covitz and Zach Hardy

Lynne Covitz - November 05, 2014 at 09:29 AM

“

Dear Susie...I am so sorry to hear about your loss! My thoughts and prayers are with
you and your family!

Rochelle Barash - November 05, 2014 at 09:01 AM

“

Dear Susie and family,
I pray for your courage to walk through this difficult journey...
Derive strength from love and support from each other and friends... So very sorry for
your loss....
Cindy and bill

cindy w.noon - November 05, 2014 at 08:22 AM

“

Dear Susan,
Stuart and I are so sorry to hear about Steve. We are so glad that we had the
opportunity to spend some time with him. Know that our thoughts and prayers are
with you and your family at this very difficult time.
Gloria Kagan

Gloria Kagan - November 04, 2014 at 10:26 PM

“

Sending the Hammer Family our deepest sympathy. We think the world of all of you.
Love from Davida and Chuck

Davida Singer Pessen - November 04, 2014 at 09:06 PM

“

Dear Susan, Daniel, Marc and family. We were so saddened to learn that Steve's
long valiant battle had ended. Seymour used to babysit with Steve and knows full
well the many health issues he had since childhood and handled so gracefully. We
hope that it will be soon that you remember only the best of times. May you find
comfort in all of your many friends. We send you our love.

Felicia and Seymour Weiner - November 04, 2014 at 07:33 PM

“

Dear Susan, Mark, Daniel, Brian, all your lovely wives and grandkids,
I am deeply sorry for your loss, Steve was simply said, "A great guy".
A memory to be shared was our trip to Disneyland with all the kids....Laughter and
fun, leaving Daniel at the gas station...Steve turning around asking where is Daniel?
Daniel and Sam's 40th Birthday...sharing, making toasts and laughing...and so many
times in between as our kids all grew up together.
Steve was a good Dad, Husband, Friend and Grandpa..he will be remembered with
love and affection. "A good name is forever"
Salli

Salli Katz - November 04, 2014 at 05:48 PM

“

Dear Susan,
I was so saddened to learn of the passing of Steve. His smile and kind heart will be
remembered by all that knew him. May his blessing be for a memory to you and
yours.
Marlene Krakow

Marlene Krakow - November 04, 2014 at 05:03 PM

“

Dear Daniel:
My sincere condolences to you, your brothers, your mother and your wife and
children.
Michael (Sokol)

Michael Sokol - November 04, 2014 at 04:47 PM

“

Our prayers go out to your family.
Paul, Lisa, and Roman Katz

lisa katz - November 04, 2014 at 04:41 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. Dolores was so fond of him and you and the boys. May
his memory be for a blessing.
Leslee Gottlieb

Leslee Gottlieb - November 04, 2014 at 04:26 PM

“

I want to extend my condolences on Steve's passing. Memories of Steve from our
days in the 50's at Southwest High School bring back very fond memories. I am so
very sorry that I will not be able to attend the funeral or any shiva, as I am having
surgery on Wednesday morning. My thoughts will be with you during these trying
times. May Steve's memory be for a blessing.
Elliott Goldstein

Elliott Goldstein - November 04, 2014 at 03:52 PM

“

Our deepest sympathies to the entire Hammer family. You are in our thoughts and
prayers. -Jane Blumenthal Martin & family

Jane Martin - November 04, 2014 at 03:49 PM

“

Dear Susan,
Shirley and I are so sad but will always remember our fun times at the lake and in
Israel and so many holiday celebrations. We are thinking of you. Our personal
prayers go out to you and your entire family.

Todd Stettner - November 04, 2014 at 03:45 PM

“

Sending sincere condolences. Please know that you are in our thoughts. Teri and Steve
Cohn
Teri Cohn - November 08, 2014 at 04:24 PM

“

SusieI am saddened at the news that Steve has passed. You two were the greatest friends I had
at the time that I was dating Paula and your encouragement to continue on with our
relationship and then get married after her conversion meant the world to me. I am very
sad that we did not connect more when we moved back to Kansas City. You were so nice
to us , and I will love you for that forever. My heart is filled with thoughts for you and your
Family! Love you,
Miles
Miles Schnaer - November 13, 2014 at 07:39 PM

“

Susan,
Please accept my deepest sympathies on Steve's passing. We were classmates at J.C.
Nicholas and for the three years that he was at Southwest. He was a good friend to many
and special to everyone who knew him. I hope you will find consolation in the many
memories that will always tie you to his life.
Patty Eisberg Kaplan - November 18, 2013
Patty Eisberg Kaplan - November 18, 2014 at 08:52 AM

