ZDENKO "JOHN" BERGL
August 23, 1929 - April 15, 2016

Zdenko “John” Bergl, 86 of Kansas City, MO passed away April 15, 2016 at his home.
Funeral services will be 2:30pm Monday, April 18, 2016 at Louis Memorial Chapel, 6830
Troost Ave, Kansas City, MO. Memorial contributions may be made to the Midwest Center
for Holocaust Education or Wayside Waifs.
John was born August 23, 1929 in Svetivan Zabno, Croatia to Nandor and Ilona Bergl.
When he was 13 years old the Nazis moved into his hometown. His family decided to
escape to Italy. A priest had helped them find a safe place to stay for a while before
having to move on. John later met his wife Evelyn in an American refugee camp in Rome
and after moving to the United States, they later married in 1954. He served in the U.S.
Army during the Korean War. John worked as a serviceman with heating and cooling
companies in the area.
He was preceded in death by his parents and he is survived by his wife of 60 years,
Evelyn Bergl, of the home.
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Comments

“

Kay Laurent lit a candle in memory of ZDENKO "JOHN" BERGL

Kay Laurent - September 06, 2017 at 02:39 PM

“

I have always enjoyed my monthly visits with the Bergls, when I would go over to the
house and trim their cat's nails. Recently I have been cutting Johnny's hair, and he
was always a hoot. Sitting very still and fussing at Evi at the same time!! I loved
spending time there, kind of soaking up the history and friendliness.
Micra Callender, RVT
Lee's Summit, Missouri

micra callender - April 19, 2016 at 09:18 AM

“

Early in my career at MCHE, Johnny told me that the Italians were good people and
had helped him during the Holocaust. He graciously shared his story through the
Portrait 2000 Project, now part of our online archive at http://mchekc.org/survivortestimonials.
I especially love the anecdote about his visit to his native Croatia in 1972 and how he
had his Cadillac shipped overseas just so he could drive it into Zabno. When his
former neighbors expressed shock at the car and dismay at the fact that any Jews
had survived, they asked, "How do you do it?" His reply: "When you come to
America and tell them you're Jewish, your fellow Jews give you a key for a new
house and a key for a new car." Chucking, Johnny went on to say, "And they
believed it!"
May his memory forever be a blessing.
Jean Zeldin, Executive Director
Midwest Center for Holocaust Education

Midwest Center for Holocaust Education - April 18, 2016 at 11:57 AM

“

I met John when he worked with my father-in-law in the sheet metal trade. John and I
worked together for 15 plus years. He was always my conscience. We would have
arguments and I would fire him. He would look at me and smile and say, "Ok, Dave.
I'll be back tomorrow." I consider John one of my best and truest friends. I haven't
seen him very much since I moved from the KC area but I do know he will be missed
by many as he did so much good during his life.

David Kelley - April 17, 2016 at 07:50 AM

“

Karen and i are so sorry for your loss Evi. Johnny will be missed by all those who
knew him. Long life to you.
Steve Rothstein

Steve Rothstein - April 15, 2016 at 03:07 PM

