ZELDA LUKE REIZ
April 20, 1922 - September 27, 2017

Zelda Luke Reiz passed away on 9/27/17. Funeral services will be at 11:00am Sunday,
October 1, at The Louis Memorial Chapel with burial to follow at Mt. Carmel Cemetery. In
lieu of flowers, the family suggests donations to Beth Shalom Synagogue, 14200 Lamar
Avenue, Overland Park, KS 66223 or the Jewish Community Center of Greater KC, 5801
W. 115th St., Ste 101, Overland Park, KS 66211.
Zelda was born in Kansas City, MO to Sara and David Luke on April 20, 1922. She was
the youngest of three children. Her brother was Yudell Luke (Laverne), the famous
Mathematician. Her sister was the legendary Ida Rose “Skipper" Feingold (Leo).
She and Skipper, known as “The Luke Sisters” were a song and dance team and
performed in the local and regional night club scene in the 1930’s up until World War II.
For many years through their 80’s, they performed for various organizations
Zelda began her career as an elementary teacher at the McCoy School in Kansas City,
MO. Later she taught in the Beth Shalom preschool which her sister “Skipper” founded.
At one point, our good friend Harris Winitz, a professor of Linguistics at UMKC convinced
Zelda to return to study to become a speech therapist. She accomplished this at a time
when she and her husband had three growing boys. She taught in the Shawnee Mission
School District for 25 years.
Zelda leaves her beloved husband of 70 years, Andrew Reiz and three sons of Overland
Park: David (Pam), Nathan (Nancy), Joel (Lana), and daughter Miriam (Bill), of Keturah,
Israel. Nine grandchildren: Mirra Siegel (Shmuel), Baltimore, MD; Alissa Murray (Alyn),
Junction City, KS; Rabbi Yudell Reiz (Leeba), San Diego, CA; Shmueli Reiz (Simcha),
Montreal, Canada; Gordon Reiz (Christina Pyle – fiancée), Westwood Hills, KS; Samuel
Reiz (Mary Carlson, partner), Fort Collins, CO; Yahav Erez-Slott, Idan Erez-Slott, Heddi
Erez-Slott, all of Keturah, Israel; 10 great-grandchildren and 5 step-great-grandchildren.

There will be a Shiva service at 6:00pm on Sunday, October 1st and Monday, October
2nd, at Village Shalom.

Events
OCT
1

Funeral

11:00AM

The Louis Memorial Chapel
6830 Troost Ave, Kansas City, MO, US, 64131

OCT
1

Shiva

06:00PM

Village Shalom
5500 W. 123rd St., Overland Park, KS 66209, KS, US

OCT
2

Shiva

06:00PM

Village Shalom
5500 W. 123rd St., Overland Park, KS, US

Comments

“

Dear David, Andy, and Family,
We were so sorry to hear about the loss of Zelda. She was such a sweet and lovely
lady, and whenever we would see her we would enjoy talking to her. May her
memory be a blessing to all of you who knew and loved her. Our condolences, Nancy
& Allan Reichman

Nancy F Reichman - October 16, 2017 at 12:38 PM

“

To the Reiz family,
"Cookie" will be missed by many. Her ready smile filled every room she entered. My
mom loved telling stories about of growing up with the Luke's.
May you find comfort in your loving memories.
With deepest sympathy,
Judy Belzer- Weitzman

Judy Belzer-Weitzman - October 11, 2017 at 09:20 PM

“

Andy,
We want to express our deepest sympathy to you on the loss of your wife.
Ann Stern and Leonard Glass

Leonard Glass - October 08, 2017 at 03:28 PM

“

Sincere condolence to family and friends of Zelda Reiz. Her son Joel and his wife
Lana are dear people I've been privileged to know.
May all Love and Blessings be with you in this time of life's continual renewal as
those who have gone before paved the way for those who even now blaze new
frontiers in this thing we call life.
Ellis Megee

Ellis Megee - October 04, 2017 at 04:46 PM

“

Zelda & I became friends when I first moved here in the mid-fifties, through our
membership in Hadassah. We performed together on many programs over the years.
She was a remarkable woman - so gifted and talented - and always kind and sweet.
It
has been my great pleasure to have been her friend for all these years. I will truly
miss her beautiful smile and her marvelous presence. My heart goes out to the entire
Reiz family on your loss. May her memory be for a blessing!
Beryl & Richard Silberg

Beryl Silberg - October 01, 2017 at 01:56 PM

“

Dear Andy,
Our sincerest condolences to you and your family.
Leonard Glass and Ann Stern

leonard Glass - September 30, 2017 at 03:53 PM

“

Zelda and Ida Rose taught me everything about working with children, planning
activities and modeling enthusiasm and energy every day of camp. I started at the
Linwood JCC, was a waterfront director at the new JCC on Troost and spent so
many summers as a camp counselor at Barney Goodman.
She was a shining light for my ambitions; and as busy as she was, she always had a
smile, time to talk and participate in the many events for the Saferstein - Hausman
family. We were lucky to have her as part of the fabric of our KC community.
My condolences to Andy and her children.

Ann Saferstein Suter - September 29, 2017 at 01:37 PM

“

May her memory be a blessing always. I had the pleasure of knowing Zelda as she
briefly participated in exercise classes at Village Shalom. She was always full of
enthusiasm and enjoyed the classes and all the fellow students. She will be missed
by many. Sincerely, Madeline Silver

Madeline Silver - September 28, 2017 at 09:59 PM

“

Madeline Silver lit a candle in memory of ZELDA LUKE REIZ

Madeline Silver - September 28, 2017 at 09:56 PM

“

I am truly saddened to hear of "Cooki's" passing. I have wonderful memories of she
and Skipper Feingold leading us kids at Fun Time all the way down to 34th and
Paseo.
May she rest in Peace.
Michael S. Myer

Michael Myer - September 28, 2017 at 05:28 PM

“

So many wonderful Memories of Cookie and Skipper, dancing, laughing, teaching, at
Barney Goodman and Beth Shalom. Our condolences go to Andy and your
wonderful family. You and all of us were fortunate to have such wonderful women in
our lives, Role Models, as women, teachers and parents. Janet and Harold Price

Janet Price - September 28, 2017 at 05:15 PM

“

We are very sorry for you loss. Zelda was quite a woman. In the short time I knew
her, I could see all of the joy and happiness she brought not only the family but also
our community. She will be greatly missed.
-Jill Craft and the AL Village Shalom team

Jill Craft - September 28, 2017 at 05:03 PM

“

Andy and Family, I'm so sad to hear of Zelda's passing. We had so many fun times
together in the Shawnee Mission School district many years ago. We also got
together socially over the years, and we always had lively conversations. I will miss
Zelda very much. Her memory will always serve as a blessing. Love, Joyce and Bill
Shapiro

Joyce Shapiro - September 28, 2017 at 04:05 PM

“

I remember Cookie from years gone by. What talent, what a smile and what a
memory she had. I remember she and Skipper tap dancing together. She was great.
May all of her memories be cherished by the family. She will be missed by many
marlene katz

marlene katz - September 28, 2017 at 03:49 PM

“

Andy and family, we are so sorry for the loss of your beloved "Cookie". Our father,
Morris Rogozenski, loved it when Andy brought her to Village Shalom for a visit!
Shipper and Cookie had a major part in our lives growing up at the Center and
Barney Goodman camp! Andy was a wonderful friend to our Daddy and we loved
him for that! May your memories bring you comfort. Sending our love, Pamela
Rosenberg and Elaíne Stein

Pamela Rosenberg - September 28, 2017 at 03:43 PM

“

Walter Fink lit a candle in memory of ZELDA LUKE REIZ

Walter Fink - September 28, 2017 at 01:02 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to Andy and all the family. My memories of Zelda go back to
the 1940's when our families were part of Kerem Israel Synagogue at 39th &
Montgall,, and her dear father David served as shams. On the High Holidays I
would be with my mother, Clara Kraft. When Zelda and Ida Rose would walk
by us my mother would point to them and say, "I want you to be like those
girls when you grow up, and go to college and become a teacher like them.
They were my very first role models, paving my way to a life in the field
of education.What wonderful contribution Zelda made to all whose lives she
touched!
I have very fond t memories of Zelda and all her family over many decades.
May you find solace and healing in the days and weeks ahead-

Sarah Kraft Small
Deerfield, IL
Sarah Small - September 28, 2017 at 12:38 PM

“

Hilda And Lee Magilow lit a candle in memory of ZELDA LUKE REIZ

hilda and Lee Magilow - September 28, 2017 at 12:34 PM

“

Where on the map and where in our cherished memory would Barney Goodman
Camp had been were it not for the energy and heart and inspiration of Cookie &
Skipper???? Forever in my heart!

Jeff Friedman - September 28, 2017 at 12:21 PM

“

Very sorry to hear about Zelda, she was quite a person.
Am in Arizona or I would be there for the services.

Howard Kalender - September 28, 2017 at 11:55 AM

“

Andy, Miriam'' n boys, I was saddened to healr Zelda 's passing. I only knew her 10 years,
however listening to people talk - "Cookie n Skipper"" must have been a hoot! Andy, 70 yrs
of marriage is incredible !! You should all be proud of your patents . VS lit up when Andy
brought Zelda over to visit! May her name be for a blessing,
Janet Shaw
Janet Shaw - September 29, 2017 at 10:48 AM

